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         Lesson 5, page 


Lesson Five:  GOD’S CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
(WSC Q9-11)

Q. 9. What is the work of creation?
A. The work of creation is, God's making all things of nothing, by the word of his power [a], in the space of six days, and all very good. [b] 

[a]. Gen. 1:1; Ps. 33:6, 9; Heb. 11:3  [b]. Gen. 1:31 

______________________________________________________
Q. 10. How did God create man?
A. God created man male and female, after his own image [a], in knowledge [b], righteousness, and holiness [c], with dominion over the creatures [d]. 

[a]. Gen. 1:27  [b]. Col. 3:10  [c]. Eph. 4:24  [d]. Gen. 1:28; see Ps. 8 
______________________________________________________
Q. 11. What are God's works of providence?
A. God's works of providence are, his most holy [a], wise [b], and powerful [c] preserving [d] and governing [e] all his creatures, and all their actions [f]. 

[a]. Ps. 145:17   [b]. Ps. 104:24  [c]. Heb. 1:3   [d]. Neh. 9:6   [e]. Eph. 1:19-22   [f]. Ps. 36:6; Prov. 16:33; Matt. 10:30 
Scriptures:  Genesis 1:1-8, 26-31, Colossians 3:10, Ephesians 4:24, I Kings 17:1-6
Main Idea:  God is works out his infinitely, eternally, and unchangeably wise plan in his works of creation and providence. 
Lesson Objectives:  At the conclusion of the lesson, the student will be able to  


1.  Distinguish between our “making” things and God’s absolute creation of all 


things.


2.  Explain the meaning of God’s making people in his image.

3.  Define the word “providence,” especially in relation to God’s continued rule and 

care.

4.  Describe how God’s creation and providence display his glory and bring comfort 

to the believer.
Supplies:  

1.  Giant puzzle board on an easel with the white cover side facing the group.


2.  The fourth puzzle piece in the puzzle box, picture side down.   


3.  White board with markers.

4.  Copies of BREAK OUT GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE for Lesson Five.


5.  Sufficient copies of the Westminster Shorter Catechism (1-38) 


6.  Sufficient copies of Daily Devotional for Week 5

7.  Modeling clay (or Play Dough) and a line drawing or picture of a star.
HOOK


(Ask a young volunteer to come to the front.)

1.  “We are going to play a game that used to be popular in the 1990s, called ‘Picture This.’ But we are going to do it a little differently.  I have here a picture of something, and I want you to use this modeling clay (or Play Dough) to make it.  The goal is for people to guess what it is until someone gets it right.”  (Show picture of a star only to the volunteer and then allow them to make one until someone guesses right.  If there is sufficient time, you might try other objects like a triangle, a tree, a camel, etc.)


2.  “Last time we discovered that God has a blueprint or a plan by which he is bringing to pass whatsoever comes to pass.  This plan is called God’s “decrees.”  And we also saw that God executes his decrees in his works of creation and providence.


3.  “The game we just played has a similarity to God’s decrees and creation with one very big difference.  Like God’s decrees and creation, our volunteer used a plan (the picture of the star) as a pattern and then used the clay (or Play Dough) to fashion an object like the one in the plan.  But unlike God’s decrees our volunteer used something that already existed to make his star.  The Bible teaches that God made all things out of nothing.  


3.  “Our summary of the Bible’s teaching, called the catechism, takes up this as its next subject.  So let’s read questions 9, 10, & 11 together.”

Q. 9. What is the work of creation?
A. The work of creation is, God's making all things of nothing, by the word of his power [a], in the space of six days, and all very good. [b] 

______________________________________________________
Q. 10. How did God create man?
A. God created man male and female, after his own image [a], in knowledge [b], righteousness, and holiness [c], with dominion over the creatures [d]. 

______________________________________________________
Q. 11. What are God's works of providence?
A. God's works of providence are, his most holy [a], wise [b], and powerful [c] preserving [d] and governing [e] all his creatures, and all their actions [f]. 


4.  PUZZLE PIECE #4

“We’re still trying to put it all together and (point to the giant question mark on the puzzle board) answer the biggest question of all, ‘What’s it all about?’  We have already seen that the Bible (point to the first puzzle piece) is our only sure guide to answering our great question.  And we’ve seen that God (point to the second piece) is the great subject of the Bible.  We have also seen that (point to the third piece) God has a great plan for all things.  So that the sum of that plan must be what it’s all about.  Now we’re going to start to look at God’s plan as it is revealed in the Bible.”  (Instruct the volunteer to take the puzzle piece out of the puzzle box, gold side up, and try to guess what it’s all about.  Have him or her turn the piece over and explain that our clue this week tells us that part of the puzzle is about God’s creation or making all things and his providence or caring for all things.  Have the volunteer place the piece on the puzzle board.)  

BOOK 
A.  EXPLORATION.  

1.  GOD’S CREATION.


a.  “The Bible clearly teaches that God made all things out of nothing.  There was a time when there was nothing at all but God.  And then God made all that there is.  Nothing exists apart from him, and God alone has existence in himself.”


(Story) “One day a theology teacher was giving a lecture on creation.  He said that he disliked the word “create” or “creative” when it was used of the actions of people.  He explained that God alone truly “creates” since he made all things out of nothing.  Painters, sculptors, writers, and other artists cannot be said to be “creative” since they always work with materials, paint, clay, stone, words, that already exist and have been truly created by God.  After the lecture, a student complimented the teacher.  He smiled and said, ‘That was a creative lecture.’”    


b.  “We are going to study a Scripture passage that demonstrates that God is the absolute creator of all things.”   (Break-out Discussion Group #A)   
BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART A

1.  Ask volunteer will to read Genesis 1:1-8 for the whole group while others follow 
along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:


a. How does this text clearly teach that God made all things from nothing? (vs. 1, 


compare with Psalm 90:1-2)

b.  What was the world like when it was first created, according to verse 2?


c.  Who was also with God when the world was first created according to verse 2?

d.  John writes in his Gospel that the Word was also “in the beginning with God” 


(John 1:2) and that “All things were made through (the Word), and without 

him nothing was made that has been made.”  What words in Genesis 1 would 

support John in this teaching? (vs. 3, 6, also 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, and 26)

e.  Would it be fair to say that God created all things in the beginning, but that  


most of the days of creation consisted of God’s shaping and putting into order 

the material that he had made in the beginning? Why or why not?  (vs. 1:4b, 

1:6, 1:9, 2:7, 2:21)

SUMMARY:  “God made all things out of nothing.  We learn this from the very first verses in the Bible.  We also find clues that God is really a ‘godhead,’ that there is also a Spirit of God and a Word of God from the beginning.”


  c.  “There is an interesting way that modern physics demonstrates just how close to ‘nothing’ all things remain.  Physicists tell us that atoms, of which all matter is composed, are themselves composed of smaller particles.  Each atom is somewhat like a tiny solar system with a sun or nucleus composed of protons and neutrons, and electrons, which swirl around the nucleus like planets.  But the particles are so small and so relatively far apart, that the atoms themselves are mostly made of empty space or nothing at all.  Some physicists have suggested that if all of the atoms in the universe were compressed so that there was no empty space between them, what is left would be no larger than a basketball.  So all things coming from nothing is not so hard to accept since all things are close to being nothing right now.”  

2.  GOD’S CREATION OF MANKIND IN HIS OWN IMAGE.


a.  “But next the catechism (and the Bible) takes us to the crowning achievement of God’s creation, the creation of mankind.  And the Bible tells us of the astonishing truth that God created man in his own image.”


“Don’t close your Bible from Genesis 1 just yet.  We also want to look briefly at this great truth of God’s making us in his own image in the second part of our DISCUSSION GROUP.”  

BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART B
1.  Ask volunteer will to read Genesis 1:26-31 for the whole group while others follow along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  


a.  Upon what day of the week of creation did God make man? (vs. 23)


b.  What did God do differently when it came to the creation of mankind? (compare 

verse 24 and verse 26)


  
c.  God made mankind in his own image.  How do you know that this includes both 

men and women? (hint, vs. 27) 


d.  What clues from the text might help us understand part of what it means that God 

made us in his own image? (vs. 26, 28)



e.  What else do you think it means that God made us in his own image?


“That God made us in his own image cannot mean that God made us to be gods like him.  For people to be made gods like God himself, we would have to be ‘a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in our being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.’  So no creature could possibly be made God.”  


“What it does mean is that God has given us human creatures some remarkable gifts so that we are still infinitely less than God, but much more than his other creatures like rocks, trees, or animals.  We have already seen that Genesis 1 implies that part of our being made in God’s image is the gift of dominion or rule, that we are to be kings of the earth.  But we don’t need to guess about what these gifts may be.  God has already told us what they are.”


“We are going to do a couple of sword drills and examine Scriptures that explain what it means that we are created in God’s image.”    


SWORD DRILL #1  <Colossians 3:9-10>  ‘9  Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10  and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.’  


“So one aspect of God’s making us in his image has to do with knowledge.  (Write ‘knowledge [Col. 3:10]’ on the chart on the whiteboard as below.)  We might also say that we were created to be ‘prophets’ (write ‘prophet’ on board), those who rightly understood God, his ways, and his world, and could correctly speak on his behalf.  Another way of saying this is that human beings possess ‘intellect,’ or the ability to think and reason (write ‘intellect’ on the board).”     
	Mankind as Created in the Image of God
	Knowledge (Col. 3:10)
Prophet 

Intellect
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



“Let’s do another sword drill to find out more of what it means that God has created us in his image.”


SWORD DRILL #2  <Ephesians 4:24>  ‘24  and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.’  


“Another aspect of God’s making us in his image is that we were given the gift of true holiness.  That means we were made morally pure, with godly affections, loving God and hating evil (write ‘holiness [Eph. 4:24]’ on the chart as below).  Another way of saying this is that we were made true priests (write ‘priest’ on the board), wholly set apart for God himself, always delighting to worship him, with a godly desire for whatever pleased him.  So people possess emotions or affections (write ‘emotion/affection’ on the board), the ability to feel and desire.’  

	Mankind as Created in the Image of God
	Knowledge (Col. 3:10)
Prophet 

Intellect
	Holiness (Eph. 4:24)

Priest

Emotion/Affection
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



“And, according to Ephesians 4:24, to be made in the likeness of God means that we also possess the gift of true righteousness (write ‘righteousness [Eph. 4:24]’ on the whiteboard as below).  So not only were we made righteous, but we were made to rule, to govern ourselves and the rest of creation in righteousness, obeying and enforcing God’s will.  We were made to fulfill the office of king (write ‘king’ on the board).  And we might also say that God gave us a will (write ‘will’ on the board), an ability to decide and choose.”
	Mankind as Created in the Image of God
	Knowledge (Col. 3:10)
Prophet 

Intellect
	Holiness (Eph. 4:24)

Priest

Emotion/Affection
	Righteousness [Eph. 4:24]
King

Will

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



SUMMARY:  “So, according to the Bible, this is what it means that God has created us in his image.  In these respects we are ‘like God’ possessing the ability to think, to feel, and to choose as true prophets, priests, and kings of the earth, or at least that’s the way it was in the beginning.  We will continue to fill out this chart as the weeks pass.”  
LOOK

1.  GOD’S PROVIDENTIAL CARE OF HIS CREATION.  

a.  “The catechism reminds us that God did not just wind up his creation and let it go.  His decrees or plan are still unfolding as he continues to rule over and care for his creation.  The word for this is ‘providence.’  ‘God's works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his creatures, and all their actions.’”    

“What is ‘providence’?  (Allow for answers.  Affirm and repeat correct answers.)  Providence is not just the capital of Rhode Island, although there is a connection.  In 1636 Roger Williams was expelled from the Massachusetts colony for his unconventional views.  He wandered in the winter for fourteen weeks, finally purchasing some land from the Indians.  This new settlement he named Providence, ‘in a sense of God’s merciful providence to me in my distress.’  ‘Providence’ is based on the word ‘provide.’  It means simply God’s powerful and personal care of all things.”


“God’s providence is his personal rule and care.  It is ‘holy,’ so we know it is right and pure.  It is ‘wise,’ so we know that God makes no mistakes.  It is ‘powerful,’ so we know that our holy and wise God always does as he pleases and gets his way.  There are no accidents, no unforeseen slips, blunders, errors, or miscalculations with God.”  


“The doctrine of God’s providence is one of great comfort for the believer.  God’s care is described in many places in God’s Word.  Let’s look at one instance in our third BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GROUP.”
BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART C
1.  Ask volunteer will to read 1 Kings 17:1-6 for the whole group while others follow along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  


a.  In what ways did God provide for Elijah in this time of need?


b.  What older event did this miraculous provision of bread and meat in the 


wilderness recall? (Compare with Exodus 16)


  
c.  What later event did this miraculous provision of bread and meat in the wilderness 

foreshadow? (Compare with Mark 6:30-44) 


d.  What provision did God make for Elijah when the brook dried up as in verse 7? 

(See verses 8, 9)

e.  What personal example(s) can you share of God’s personal, providential care in 

your life?


SUMMARY:  “God’s Word is filled with living examples of God’s providential care.  In his creation, God is like the master ship Builder who fashions all things with perfect precision according to his plan.  In his providence, he becomes the ship’s Captain and always steers her on course.  

TOOK


1.  “I would like some of you to share your answers for the last discussion question, ‘What personal example(s) can you share of God’s personal, providential care in 
your life?’ (Allow time for personal testimonies to God’s providential care.  Perhaps begin with one of your own.)”


2.  “Your daily devotional for this week will help you in applying the glory of God’s creation and providential care in your own walk with Christ (offer copies of the devotional for week 5.)”


3.  (Close in prayer, praising God for his glorious creation and thanking him for his tender, wise and powerful provision and protection.)

BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART A

1.  Ask volunteer will to read Genesis 1:1-8 for the whole group while others follow 
along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:


a. How does this text clearly teach that God made all things from nothing? (vs. 1, compare with 

Psalm 90:1-2)


b.  What was the world like when it was first created, according to verse 2?


c.  Who was also with God when the world was first created according to verse 2?


d.  John writes in his Gospel that the Word was also “in the beginning with God”(John 1:2) and 

that “All things were made through (the Word), and without him nothing was made that 

has been made.”  What words in Genesis 1 would support John in this teaching? (vs. 3, 6, 

also 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, and 26)


e.  Would it be fair to say that God created all things in the beginning, but that most of the days of 

creation consisted of God’s shaping and putting into order the material that he had made 

in the beginning? Why or why not?  (vs. 1:4b, 1:6, 1:9, 2:7, 2:21)

BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART B

1.  Ask volunteer will to read Genesis 1:26-31 for the whole group while others follow along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  


a.  Upon what day of the week of creation did God make man? (vs. 23)


b.  What did God do differently when it came to the creation of mankind? (compare  verse 24 and 

verse 26)


  
c.  God made mankind in his own image.  How do you know that this includes both men and 


women? (hint, vs. 27) 


d.  What clues from the text might help us understand part of what it means that God made us in 

his own image? (vs. 26, 28)



e.  What else do you think it means that God made us in his own image?

BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART C

1.  Ask volunteer will to read 1 Kings 17:1-6 for the whole group while others follow along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  



a.  In what ways did God provide for Elijah in this time of need?


b.  What older event did this miraculous provision of bread and meat in the wilderness recall? 


(Compare with Exodus 16)


  
c.  What later event did this miraculous provision of bread and meat in the wilderness 


foreshadow? (Compare with Mark 6:30-44) 


d.  What provision did God make for Elijah when the brook dried up as in verse 7? 


(See verses 8, 9)


e.  What personal example(s) can you share of God’s personal, providential care in your life?
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