PAGE  
10


Lesson 4, page


Lesson Four:  GOD’S DECREE
(WSC Q7-8)

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God?
A. The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass [a]. 

[a]. Ps. 33:11; Isa. 14:24; Acts 2:23; Eph. 1:11-12 

______________________________________________________
Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees?
A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence [a]. 
[a]. Ps. 148:8; Isa. 40:26; Dan. 4:35; Acts 4:24-28; Rev. 4:11 

Scriptures:  Ephesians 1:3-14; Acts 4:23-31, Genesis 50:15-21
Main Idea:  God has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.  At the same time, people 
make real choices and are responsible for them, and God is not the author of sin.  
Lesson Objectives:  At the conclusion of the lesson, the student will be able to  


1.  Define the word ‘decree’ in relation to God’s eternal plan.

2.  Explain that God’s plan is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable.

3.  Discuss the difference between a person and a puppet and affirm that humans are 

responsible for their actions.

4.  Cite several Scriptures that teach that God cannot sin or do evil.
Supplies:  

1.  Giant puzzle board on an easel with the white cover side facing the group.


2.  The third puzzle piece in the puzzle box, picture side down.   


3.  White board with markers (with the chart on the board from the last lesson).

4.  Copies of BREAK OUT GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE for Lesson Four.


5.  Sufficient copies of the Westminster Shorter Catechism (1-38) 


6.  Sufficient copies of Daily Devotional for Week 4

7.  A piece of unappealing garbage, a candy bar, and a hand puppet.  .

8.  A sketch of the floor plan of the room you meet in.
HOOK


(Ask a young volunteer to come to the front.)

1.  (Show floor plan of the room you’re in.)  “I have here a drawing, and I wonder if you can figure out what it is?  (Allow the volunteer to guess.)  It is a floor plan for this room.  Builders often use plans called blueprints to guide them in making houses or other buildings.  But whether or not they use blueprints, builders must have some kind of idea or plan before they begin to build something, or how can they know how it will turn out?”  


2.  “Does God have a plan?  Did God have a blueprint for the world before he made it?  Does God’s plan still cover what’s happening now?”


“If he does, where did this plan come from?”


“Does his plan cover all things or just some things?”   


“What is the purpose of his plan?”


“Are things still going the way he planned them or not?”  


3.  “Our summary of the Bible’s teaching, called the catechism, takes up this as its next subject.  So let’s read questions 7 & 8 together.”

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God?(answer?)

A. The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass. 

Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees?(answer?)

A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence. 

4.  PUZZLE PIECE #3

“We’re trying to put it all together.  What’s it all about?  Our puzzle piece for today doesn’t help us much.  But on the other side, we have a clue.”  (Have volunteer put the puzzle piece in place.)   

BOOK 
A.  EXPLORATION.  

1.  GOD’S PLAN.


a.   “Does the Bible teach that God has a plan?  Is the catechism correct, that is, true to the Scriptures, when it says that:  ‘The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.’  I want you to examine the Scriptures for yourself.  In your first BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GROUP, you will see how this catechism answer is taken directly from the Bible, at some points word-for-word.”   (Break-out Discussion Group #A)   
BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART A

1.  Ask volunteer will to read Ephesians 1:3-14 for the whole group while others follow 
along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  Compare each part of the catechism’s definition of the decrees of 
God to determine whether or not it is a biblical statement.

a.  What evidence from Ephesians 1:3-14 would lead you to believe that God has an 

“eternal purpose” (“The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose….”)?  (See 

verses 4, 5, 9, 10, and 11)

b.  What evidence from this text would lead you to believe that God does not do 


things randomly, nor does he consult others, but has acted wisely



“…according to the counsel of his will…”? (See verses 5, 8, 9, 11) 

c.  What evidence from this text would lead you to believe that God’s supreme motive 

in his plan and actions is to display his own glory (“…whereby, for his own 

glory…”)?  (See verses 6, 7, 8, 12, 14)


d.  What evidence from this text would lead you believe that God’s plans encompass 

everything, that “…he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass”?  


(Verses 4, 5, especially 11)

SUMMARY:  “‘The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.’  I hope you can see how this statement is very biblical and flows from the text itself.  Calvinists and the Westminster Divines who wrote the catechism did not just make this up or draw this truth from philosophical speculations, but read it in the Bible.  


2.  GOD’S PLAN IS INFINITE, ETERNAL, AND UNCHANGEABLE.


(Refer to chart from last time)  “Last time we saw that God is a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.  Today we are simply saying that God’s plan is likewise infinite, eternal, and unchangeable.”


a.  “God’s plan is infinite.  It covers all things.  There are no chance or random occurrences, if by that we mean that they have not already been determined by God.  His wisdom and power cover all details, every vibration of every atom.”


SWORD DRILL #1  <Proverbs 16:33>  ‘The lot is cast into the lap,  but its every decision is from the LORD.’  

“So even something as seemingly random as a roll of the dice is under God’s control.”      


b.  “God’s plan is eternal.  This may be a bit difficult for our limited minds to grasp, but God has never not had his plan.  Someone may ask, ‘When did God think up his plan?’ But if God’s knowledge is eternal, he cannot learn or make plans.  His plan has always been, and shall stand forever.”


SWORD DRILL #2 <ISAIAH 46:8-10>  “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind, you transgressors, 9 remember the former things of old;  for I am God, and there is no other;  I am God, and there is none like me, 10 declaring the end from the beginning  and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.’  

“God’s plan is eternal.” 

c.  “And because his plan is eternal, it is also unchangeable.”


SWORD DRILL #3 <Psalm 33:10-11>  “10  The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing;  he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11  The counsel of the LORD stands forever,  the plans of his heart to all generations.”  


SUMMARY:  “God’s plan is inseparable from his person.  Like God, his plan is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable.  And his eternal plan according to his perfect wisdom is to demonstrate his glory.  God’s creation of all things and his continual guidance of all things (called Providence) is simply the outworking of his plan.  “Whatsoever comes to pass” is God at work, carrying out his perfect plan.  

LOOK

“If this truth is so plainly biblical, why is it that many professing Christians reject it?  And why is this truth so widely criticized and condemned? Probably this has something to do with our sinful tendency to hate God and reject his rule over us.  If God is in complete control, as the Bible so clearly teaches, then we are not in control.”   

A.  TWO OBJECTIONS.

“Criticism of this doctrine of God’s unchanging plan and complete control usually takes one of two forms.  ‘If God has indeed planned all things that take place,’ we are told, ‘then we have no free will, but people are mere robots or puppets.’  ‘And if we are only puppets,’ we are told, ‘then people cannot be blamed for what they do.  They had no choice in the matter.’ And the other objection is that if God has planned all things, then God has planned for sin to take place as well, and that makes God the author of sin.  God is ultimately to blame for sin.”  


B.  PUPPETS OR PEOPLE? THE QUESTION OF FREE WILL.  


(Put on the hand puppet).  “Let me demonstrate this using a hand puppet.  We’ll ask this puppet to make a choice.  It is a choice between a useless piece of trash and a candy bar. (Have the puppet pick up the candy bar.) The puppet chooses the candy bar.”


“Did the puppet make a real choice?  Why not? (The puppet has no mind or will, so it cannot make choices.)  So who really made the choice? (The one who controlled the puppet.)”


“Let’s suppose that the puppet stole the candy bar when no one was looking. (Have the puppet take the candy bar.)  Is the puppet really guilty of stealing?  Should we say, ‘Bad Puppet!’ and punish the puppet for this crime? Why not?  (Because the puppet cannot really do bad things, the puppet has no mind or will)”


“Now let’s change things a bit. (Call a volunteer to the front of the room.)  I’m going to give you the same choice.  Would you like to have this piece of trash or the candy bar?  (choice)  Why did you choose the candy bar (or piece of trash)? (Because you wanted to.  You reasoned that the candy bar was better than the trash, and so you decided to take it.)  Did you really make a choice?  Are you happy with your choice?”


“Suppose I told you that I also wanted you to choose the candy bar.  It was also my will that you made that choice.  Would it still have been your decision?  (Yes) Would you still be happy with your choice? (Yes)”


  “Now suppose that I told you that God has decided from before the world began that on this day you would make that choice.  Would it still have been your choice? (Yes)  Would you still be happy with your choice? (Yes, because that’s what you really wanted, otherwise you would have chosen the other.)”  


“Suppose you stole the candy bar when no one was looking.  Would you be guilty of the sin of stealing? Why? (Because you have a mind and will and chose to do wrong.)”


“But suppose I told you that God has decided from before the world began that on this day you would steal the candy bar.  Would it still have been our choice? (Yes)  Would you still be happy with your choice to steal it? (Yes, because that’s what you really wanted, otherwise you would not have done it.)  (Thank and dismiss the volunteer)


“The point of this illustration is to show that people are not puppets, but have minds and wills and really make choices and are responsible for the choices they make.  But at the same time it is also quite possible that God has already chosen what we would do.  There is no logical conflict between God’s planning and ruling all things, and our making real choices and being responsible for those choices.  And this is clearly demonstrated in the next Scripture we are going to consider in our BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GROUP.”
BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART B
1.  Ask volunteer will to read Acts 4:23-31 for the whole group while others follow along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  


a.  In what is God described in verse 24? What does “Sovereign Lord” mean?


b.  How does the Scripture quotation from Psalm 2:1-2 in verses 25 and 26 


demonstrate that God was working out his plan in the life of Jesus?


  
c.  What wicked, sinful human action is described in verse 27?  Who is to blame for 

this crime against Jesus? (See also Acts 2:23) 


d.  Who also willed that these wicked men should commit this crime according to 


verse 28?  Do the apostles accuse God of wrongdoing, even though God 


predestined for it to take place?  Why or why not?

e.  The early church knew that God was completely in control, even of terrible things 

like the murder of Jesus.  According to verses 29-31, what effect did this 


knowledge have on them?


SUMMARY:  “God’s plan included even the terrible sin of Herod and Pilate conspiring against his own Son.  Yet these men are condemned because it was also their choice freely made.  So God’s eternal plan and complete control of all things does not make people into robots or puppets, nor does it excuse our sin.  People are responsible before God for their choices and actions, even though he has already determined whatever comes to pass.”  


C.  IS GOD TO BLAME?  THE QUESTION OF GOD AS THE AUTHOR OF SIN.

“Is God to blame for sin? We cannot deny that God’s plan certainly includes for sinful things to take place.  Yet in every instance where sinful actions are described in Scripture, the blame is never attributed to God.  Listen to this solemn declaration from Job 34:  

    10 “Therefore, hear me, you men of understanding:  far be it from God that he should do wickedness,  and from the Almighty that he should do wrong. 11 For according to the work of a man he will repay him,  and according to his ways he will make it befall him. 12 Of a truth, God will not do wickedly,  and the Almighty will not pervert justice. 13 Who gave him charge over the earth,  and who laid on him the whole world? 14 If he should set his heart to it  and gather to himself his spirit and his breath, 15 all flesh would perish together,  and man would return to dust.


Or 1 John 1:5:  “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.”

Or James 1:13-14:  “13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14  But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.”

“In your last BREAK-OUT GROUP DISCUSSION you will be looking at a Scripture that gives demonstrates that even though God decrees wicked actions and sins, yet God is not to blame.  This Scripture also gives great hope for those who are suffering under the sinful actions of others.  


BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART C
1.  Ask volunteer will to read Genesis 50:15-21 for the whole group while others follow along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  


a.  How do you know that Joseph’s wicked brothers did what they wanted to do 


according to their own will when they kidnapped their brother and sold him 

into slavery?


b.  How do you know that God also wanted this terrible sin to happen?


  
c.  How do you know that God foreordained, decided beforehand, that this sin 


should be committed? 


d.  How do we know that Joseph’s brothers and not God should be blamed and 


considered guilty of the terrible sin of kidnapping and enslaving him?

e.  How do we know that God alone and not Joseph’s brothers should get the credit 

for saving Jacob’s family (and countless others) from starvation due to the 


famine?  

SUMMARY:  Rehearse the questions with the large group together.  

a.  How do you know that Joseph’s wicked brothers did what they wanted to do 


according to their own will when they kidnapped their brother and sold him 

into slavery?


b.  How do you know that God also wanted this terrible sin to happen?


  
c.  How do you know that God foreordained, decided beforehand, that this sin 


should be committed? 


d.  How do we know that Joseph’s brothers and not God should be blamed and 


considered guilty of the terrible sin of kidnapping and enslaving him?


e.  How do we know that God alone and not Joseph’s brothers should get the credit 

for saving Jacob’s family (and countless others) from starvation due to the 


famine?
TOOK

1.  “How does God work out his infinite, eternal, and unchangeable plan?  He does so through his works of creation and providence, which we will consider next time.”

2.  (Offer copies of the devotional for week 4.)


3.  Close in prayer, praising God for his infinitely, eternally, and unchangeably wise plan.)
BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART A

1.  Ask volunteer will to read Ephesians 1:3-14 for the whole group while others follow 
along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  Compare each part of the catechism’s definition of the decrees of 
God to determine whether or not it is a biblical statement.


a.  What evidence from Ephesians 1:3-14 would lead you to believe that God has an 

“eternal purpose” (“The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose….”)?  (See 

verses 4, 5, 9, 10, and 11)


b.  What evidence from this text would lead you to believe that God does not do 


things randomly, nor does he consult others, but has acted wisely



“…according to the counsel of his will…”? (See verses 5, 8, 9, 11) 

c.  What evidence from this text would lead you to believe that God’s supreme motive 

in his plan and actions is to display his own glory (“…whereby, for his own 

glory…”)?  (See verses 6, 7, 8, 12, 14)


d.  What evidence from this text would lead you believe that God’s plans encompass 

everything, that “…he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass”?  


(Verses 4, 5, especially 11)
BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART B
1.  Ask volunteer will to read Acts 4:23-31 for the whole group while others follow along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  


a.  In what is God described in verse 24? What does “Sovereign Lord” mean?


b.  How does the Scripture quotation from Psalm 2:1-2 in verses 25 and 26 


demonstrate that God was working out his plan in the life of Jesus?


  
c.  What wicked, sinful human action is described in verse 27?  Who is to blame for 

this crime against Jesus? (See also Acts 2:23) 


d.  Who also willed that these wicked men should commit this crime according to 


verse 28?  Do the apostles accuse God of wrongdoing, even though God 


predestined for it to take place?  Why or why not?


e.  The early church knew that God was completely in control, even of terrible things 

like the murder of Jesus.  According to verses 29-31, what effect did this 


knowledge have on them?

BREAK-OUT DISCUSSION GUIDE PART C
1.  Ask volunteer will to read Genesis 50:15-21 for the whole group while others follow along.  

2.  Discussion Questions:  


a.  How do you know that Joseph’s wicked brothers did what they wanted to do 


according to their own will when they kidnapped their brother and sold him 

into slavery?


b.  How do you know that God also wanted this terrible sin to happen?


  
c.  How do you know that God foreordained, decided beforehand, that this sin 


should be committed? 


d.  How do we know that Joseph’s brothers and not God should be blamed and 


considered guilty of the terrible sin of kidnapping and enslaving him?


e.  How do we know that God alone and not Joseph’s brothers should get the credit 

for saving Jacob’s family (and countless others) from starvation due to the 


famine?  

(
Putting It All Together
WSC (1-38), Lesson Four (Q.7-8)


