Putting It All Together:  An Intergenerational Study of the Westminster Shorter Catechism (1-38) in Thirteen Weeks

“CREATION AND PROVIDENCE”
Daily Devotional for Week 5 (WSC #9-11)      June 29-July 5, 2008
Q. 9. What is the work of creation?

A. The work of creation is, God's making all things of nothing, by the word of his power [a], in the space of six days, and all very good. [b] 

[a]. Gen. 1:1; Ps. 33:6, 9; Heb. 11:3  [b]. Gen. 1:31 

___________________________________________________

Q. 10. How did God create man?

A. God created man male and female, after his own image [a], in knowledge [b], righteousness, and holiness [c], with dominion over the creatures [d]. 

[a]. Gen. 1:27  [b]. Col. 3:10  [c]. Eph. 4:24  [d]. Gen. 1:28; see Ps. 8 
___________________________________________________

Q. 11. What are God's works of providence?

A. God's works of providence are, his most holy [a], wise [b], and powerful [c] preserving [d] and governing [e] all his creatures, and all their actions [f]. 

[a]. Ps. 145:17  [b]. Ps. 104:24  [c]. Heb. 1:3  [d]. Neh. 9:6  [e]. Eph. 1:19-22 

[f]. Ps. 36:6; Prov. 16:33; Matt. 10:30 _____________________________________________________________________________
Monday  God’s Creation:  A Mighty Support of Faith
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 78:1-20  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

It is a mighty support of faith that God creates.  He that made all things with a word, what cannot he do? He can create strength in weakness; he can create a supply of our wants (or what we lack).  What a foolish question was that, ‘Can he prepare a table in the wilderness?’ Psalm 78:19.  Cannot he that made the world do much more? ‘Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.’ Psalm 124:8.  Rest on this God for help, who made heaven and earth.  As the work of creation is a monument of God’s power, so it is a stay to faith.  Is thy heart hard? He can with a word create softness.  Is it unclean? He can create purity.  ‘Create in me a clean heart, O God.’ Psalm 51:10.  Is the church of God low? He can create Jerusalem a praise. Isaiah 65:18.  There is no such golden pillar for faith to stay upon as a creating power. (p. 116) 

Discussion/Thought Question:  What are some ways that God’s power 
as it is displayed in the creation can help you overcome your 
doubts and worries? 
Hymn for the Day:  “All Creatures of Our God and King”  HWC #64          
_____________________________________________________________
Tuesday  God’s Creation:  Revealing His Glory
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 19:1-6
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Did God make this glorious world? Did he make everything good?  Was there in the creature so much beauty and sweetness?  Oh! then what sweetness is there in God?...’the cause is always more noble than the effect.’  Think with yourselves, is there so much excellence in house and lands?  Then how much more is there in God, that made them!  Is there beauty in a rose?  What beauty then is there in Christ, the Rose of Sharon!  Does oil make the face shine?  Psalm 104:15.  How will the light of God’s countenance make it shine!  Does wine cheer the heart?  Oh! what virtue there is in the true vine!  How does the blood of this grape cheer the heart!  Is the fruit of the garden sweet?  How delicious are the fruits of the Spirit!  Is a gold mine so precious?  How precious is he who founded this mine!  What is Christ, in whom are hid all treasures?  Colossians 2:3.  We should ascend from the creature to the Creator.  If there be any comfort below, how much more is there in God, who made all these things!  How unreasonable is it that we should delight in the world, and not much more in him that made it!  How should our hearts be set on God, and how should we long to be with God, who has infinitely more sweetness in him than any creature!  (pp. 117-118) 

Discussion/Thought Question:  Why is it a good and godly thing to 
study the sciences, especially biology? How can our 
consideration of nature aid us in knowing, trusting and 
worshiping God’s greatness as Creator?
Hymn for the Day:  “The Spacious Firmament”  HWC #62
_____________________________________________________________

Wednesday  God’s Providence:  Admiring God’s Providence 
Scripture Reading:  Hebrews 1:1-4  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Admire God’s providence.  The providence of God keeps the whole creation upon the wheels, or else it would soon be dissolved, and the very axletree (or supporting axle) would break in pieces.  If God’s providence should be withdrawn but for a while, creatures would be dissolved, and run into their first nothing.  Without this wise providence of God there would be anxiety and confusion in the whole world, just like an army when it is routed and scattered.  The providence of God infuses comfort and virtue into everything we enjoy.  Our clothes would not warm us, our food would not nourish us, without the special providence of God.  And does not all this deserve your admiration of providence? (p. 124)         


Discussion/Thought Question:  What evidences of God’s providential 
care move you to admiration and adoration? 
Hymn for the Day:  “Lavish Love, Abundant Beauty”  HWC #61
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Thursday   God’s Providence:  Submitting Quietly
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 39:1-13
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Learn quietly to submit to divine providence.  Do not murmur at things that are ordered by divine wisdom.  We may no more find fault with the works of providence than we may with the works of creation.  It is a sin as much to quarrel with God’s providence as to deny his providence.  If men do not act as we would have them, they shall act as God would have them.  His providence is a master-wheel that turns these lesser wheels, and God will bring his glory out of all at last.  ‘I was dumb and opened not my mouth, because thou didst it.’ Psalm 39:9.  It may be, we think sometimes we could order things better if we had the government of the world in our hands; but alas! should we be left to our own choice we should choose those things that are hurtful for us.  David earnestly desired the life of his child, which was the fruit of his sin, but had the child lived it would have been a perpetual monument of his shame.  Let us be content that God should rule the world; learn to acquiesce in his will, and submit to his providence.  Does any affliction befall you?  Remember God sees it is that which is fit for you, or it would not come.  Your clothes cannot be so fit for you as your crosses.  God’s providence may sometimes be secret, but it is always wise; and though we may not be silent under God’s dishonour, yet we should learn to be silent under his displeasure. (p. 125)

Discussion/Thought Questions:  What particular aspect of God’s 
providential care are you most reluctant to accept? Why 
should you trust God in this difficulty?
Hymn for the Day:  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” HWC #51
___________________________________________________________

Friday  God’s Providence:  All for the Believer’s Good Courage
Scripture Reading:  Romans 8:28-39
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

You that are Christians, believe that all God’s providence shall conspire for your good at last.  The providences of God are sometimes dark, and our eyes dim, and we can hardly tell what to make of them; but when we cannot unriddle (or understand) providence, let us believe that it will work together for the good of the elect.  Romans 8:28…. The pricking of a vein (as in giving an injection) is in itself evil and hurtful; but as it prevents a fever, and tends to the health of the patient, it is good; so affliction in itself is not joyous, but grievous; but the Lord turns it to the good of his saints.  Poverty shall starve their sins, and afflictions shall prepare them for a kingdom.  Therefore, Christians, believe that God loves you, and that he will make the most cross providences to promote his glory and your good.


Let it (God’s providence) be an antidote against immoderate fear, that nothing comes to pass but what is ordained by God’s decree, and ordered by his providence.  We sometimes fear what the issue (or outcome) of things will be, when men grow high in their actings; but let us not make things worse by our fear.  Men are limited in their power, and cannot go one hair’s breadth further than God’s providence permits.  He might let Sennacherib’s army march towards Jerusalem, but he shall not shoot one arrow against it.  ‘Then the angel of the Lord went forth and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred and fourscore and five thousand (or 185,000).’ Isaiah 37:36.  When Israel was encompassed between Pharaoh and the Red Sea, no question, some of their hearts began to tremble, and they looked upon themselves as dead men; but Providence so ordered it, that the sea was a safe passage to Israel and a sepulcher (or tomb) to Pharaoh and all his host. (pp. 125-126) 
Discussion/Thought Question:  In what situations do you lack courage?  
How can the knowledge of God’s providence embolden you?
Hymn for the Day:  “Day By Day” HWC #56
___________________________________________________________

Saturday  God’s Providence:  Cause for Thankfulness
Scripture Reading:  Deuteronomy 8:11-20
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Let the merciful providence of God cause thankfulness.  We are kept alive by a wonderful-working Providence.  Providence makes our clothes to warm us, and our meat to nourish us.  We are fed every day out of the alms-basket (or charity basket) of God’s providence.  That we are in health, that we have an estate (or some amount of wealth), is not our diligence, but God’s providence.  ‘Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God, for he it is that gives thee the power to get wealth.’ Deuteronomy 8:18. Especially if we go a step higher, we may see cause for thankfulness, that we were born and bred in a gospel land, and that we live in such a place where the Sun of Righteousness shines, which is a signal (or remarkable) providence.  Why might we not have been born in such places where Paganism prevails?  That Christ should make himself known to us, and touch our hearts with his Spirit, when he passes by others; whence is this (or where does this come from) but from the miraculous providence of God, which is the effect of his free grace?  (p. 126) 

Discussion/Thought Question:  Why do people tend be less faithful 
when things are going well for them?  What are some good 
things for which you have forgotten to thank God?  Thank him 
now.
Hymn for the Day:  “Now Thank We All Our God” HWC #556
___________________________________________________________


*Readings are from: Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity. (Reprint, Carlisle, PA:  The Banner of Truth Trust, 1992).  (Difficult words have been explained in parentheses.)
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