
Putting It All Together:  An Intergenerational Study of the Westminster Shorter Catechism (1-38) in Thirteen Weeks

“GOD’S DECREES”
Daily Devotional for Week 4 (WSC #7-8)               June 22-28, 2008
Q. 7. What are the decrees of God?
A. The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass [a]. 

[a]. Ps. 33:11; Isa. 14:24; Acts 2:23; Eph. 1:11-12 

___________________________________________________
Q. 8. How doth God execute his decrees?
A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence [a]. 
[a]. Ps. 148:8; Isa. 40:26; Dan. 4:35; Acts 4:24-28; Rev. 4:11 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Monday  God’s Decrees:  Unchangeable
Scripture Reading:  Isaiah 46:8-13  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

What he has decreed from eternity is unalterable.  ‘My counsel shall stand.’ Isaiah 46:10.  God’s eternal counsel or decree is immutable.  If he changed his decree, it must be from some defect of wisdom or foresight, for that is the reason why men change their purposes; they see something after, which they did not see before; but this cannot be the cause why God should alter his decree, because his knowledge is perfect, he sees all things in one entire prospect before him.  


But is not God said to repent?  There seems to be a change in his decree, in Jonah 3:10. ‘The Lord repented of the evil that he said he would do unto them.’


Repentance is attributed to God figuratively.  Numbers 23:19. ‘He is not a man that he should repent.’  There may be a change in God’s work, but not in his will.  He may will a change, but not change his will.  ‘God may change his sentence, but not his decree.’  A king may cause sentence to be passed upon a malefactor whom he intends to save; so God threatened destruction to Nineveh, but the people of Nineveh repenting, God spared them. Jonah 3:10.  Here God changed his sentence, but not his decree; it was what had lain in the womb of his purpose from eternity.  (p. 69) 

Discussion/Thought Question:  How does God’s unalterable plan show 
his greatness or glory? 
Hymn for the Day:  “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens Adore Him”  HWC #9
___________________________________________________________
Tuesday  God’s Decrees:  Why Bother?
Scripture Reading:  Romans 9:14-29
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

But if God’s decree be unchangeable, and cannot be reversed, to what purpose should we use the means?  Our endeavours (or efforts) towards salvation cannot alter his decree.


The decree of God does not affect my endeavour; for he that decreed my salvation decreed it in the use of means, and if I neglect the means I shall reprobate myself (or show myself to be a lost unbeliever).  No man argues thus:  God has decreed how long I shall live, therefore I will not use the means to preserve my life, I will not eat and drink.  God has decreed the time of my life in the use of means; so God has decreed my salvation in the use of the Word and of prayer.  As a man who refuses food murders himself, so he that refuses to work out his salvation destroys himself.  The vessels of mercy are said to be prepared unto glory.  Romans 9:23.  How are they prepared but by being sanctified? and that cannot be but in the use of means; therefore let not God’s decree take thee off from holy endeavours.  It is a good saying of Dr. Preston, ‘Hast thou a heart to pray to God? it is a sign no decree of wrath hath passed against thee.’ (p. 69-70)   

Discussion/Thought Question:  Why is it foolish to conclude that if God 
has already decided, then I need not try to believe? Why 
should God’s election be a source of confidence and passion 
for serving Christ?
Hymn for the Day:  “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”  HWC #12
___________________________________________________________

Wednesday  God’s Decrees:  Faith is Due to Election 
Scripture Reading:  Acts 13:44-52  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

If God’s decree be eternal and unchangeable, then God does not elect upon our faith foreseen, as the Arminians maintain.  ‘The children being not yet born, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, it was said, Jacob have I loved, Esau have I hated.’ Romans 9:11, 13.  We are not elected for holiness, but to holiness.  Ephesians 1:4.  If we are not justified for faith, much less are we elected for our faith; but we are not justified for it.  We are said to be justified through faith as an instrument in Ephesians 2:8, but not for faith as a cause; and, if not justified for faith, then much less elected.  God’s decree of election is eternal and unchangeable, and therefore depends not upon faith foreseen.  ‘As many as were ordained to eternal life, believed.’  Acts 13:48.  They were not elected because they believed, but they believed because they were elected.  (p. 70)         


Discussion/Thought Question:  How can we become sure that we are a 
part of the elect? 
Hymn for the Day:  “Ye Servants of God”  HWC #17
___________________________________________________________

Thursday   God’s Decrees:  Comfort for the Church
Scripture Reading:  Daniel 12:1-13
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

If God’s decree be unchangeable, it gives comfort in two cases.  (1.) Concerning God’s providence (or ruling oversight) towards his church.  We are ready to quarrel with Providence, if everything does not accord with our desire.  Remember God’s work goes on, and nothing falls out but what he has decreed from eternity.  (2.) God had decreed troubles for the church’s good.  The troubles of God’s church is like the angel’s troubling the water, which made way for healing his people.  John 5:4.  He has decreed troubles in the church.  ‘His fire is in Sion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.’ Isaiah 31:9.  The wheels in a watch move cross one to another, but they all carry on the motion of the watch; so the wheels of Providence often move cross to our desires, but still they carry on God’s unchangeable decree.  ‘Many shall be made white.’ Daniel 12:10.  God lets the waters of affliction be poured on his people to make them white (or pure).  Therefore murmur not at God’s dealings; his work goes on, nothing falls out but what he has wisely decreed from eternity; everything shall promote God’s design, and fulfil his decree.  (p. 70)
Discussion/Thought Questions:  What particular aspect of God’s 
providential care are you most reluctant to accept? Why 
should you trust God in this difficulty?
Hymn for the Day:  “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” HWC #3
___________________________________________________________

Friday  God’s Decrees:  The Comfort of Election
Scripture Reading:  2 Timothy 2:14-26
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

(Election is) comfort to the godly in regard of their salvation.  2 Timothy 2:19.  ‘The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are this.’  God’s counsel of election is unchangeable.  Once elected for ever elected.  ‘I will not blot his name out of the book of life.’ Revelation 3:5.  The book of God’s decree has no errata (errors) in it, not blottings out.  Once justified, never unjustified.  ‘Repentance shall be hid from mine eyes.’  Hosea 13:14.  God never repents of his electing love.  ‘He loved them to the end.’  John 13:1.  Therefore, if thou art a believer, comfort theyself with this, the immutability of God’s decree.  (pp. 70-71)
Discussion/Thought Question:  How does the comforting assurance of 
God’s election in Christ lead to purity of life?
Hymn for the Day:  “We Praise Thee, O God, Our Redeemer” HWC #16
___________________________________________________________

Saturday  God’s Decrees:  Warning to the Wicked
Scripture Reading:  Amos 5:18-27
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

To conclude with a warning to the wicked, who march furiously against God and his people, let them know that God’s decree is unchangeable.  God will not alter it, nor can they break it; and while they resist God’s will they fulfil it.  There is a two-fold will of God…’the will of God’s precept, and of his decree.’  While the wicked resist the will of God’s precept, they fulfil the will of his permissive decree.  Acts 4:28.  God commands one thing, they do the contrary; to keep the Sabbath, and they profane it.  While they disobey his command, they fulfil his permissive decree.  If a man sets up two nets, one of silk, the other of iron, the silken net may be broken, not the iron; so while men break the silken net of God’s command, they are taken in the iron net of his decree; while they sit backwards to God’s precepts, they row forward to his decrees; his decrees to permit their sin, and to punish them for their sin permitted.  (p. 71) 

Discussion/Thought Question:  Why do unbelievers usually hate the 
knowledge of God’s sovereign control? How can we best warn 
non-Christians that God will surely judge sinners?
Hymn for the Day:  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” HWC #26
___________________________________________________________


*Readings are from: Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity. (Reprint, Carlisle, PA:  The Banner of Truth Trust, 1992).  (Difficult words have been explained in parentheses.)
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