
Putting It All Together:  An Intergenerational Study of the Westminster Shorter Catechism (1-38) in Thirteen Weeks

“OUR TRIUNE GOD”
Daily Devotional for Week 3 (WSC #4-6)               June 15-21, 2008
Q. 4. What is God?

A. God is a Spirit [a], infinite [b], eternal [c], and unchangeable [d] in his being [e], wisdom [f], power [g], holiness [h], justice [i], goodness [j], and truth [k]. 

[a]. Deut. 4:15-19; Luke 24:39; John 1:18; 4:24; Acts 17:29   [b]. I Kings 8:27; Ps. 139:7-10; 145:3; 147:5; Jer. 23:24; Rom. 11:33-36  [c]. Deut. 33:27; Ps. 90:2; 102:12, 24-27; Rev. 1:4,8 

[d]. Ps. 33:11; Mal. 3:6; Heb. 1:12; 6:17-18; 13:8; Jas. 1:17  [e]. Ex. 3:14; Ps. 115:2-3; I Tim. 1:17; 6:15-16  [f]. Ps. 104:24; Rom. 11:33-34; Heb. 4:13; I John 3:20  [g]. Gen. 17:1; Ps. 62:11; Jer. 32:17; Mat. 19:26; Rev. 1:8  [h]. Heb. 1:13; I Pet. 1:15-16; I John 3:3, 5; Rev. 15:4  [i]. Gen. 18:25; Ex. 34:6-7; Deut. 32:4; Ps. 96:13; Rom. 3:5, 26  [j]. Ps. 103:5; 107:8; Matt. 19:17; Rom. 2:4  [k]. Ex. 34:6; Deut. 32:4; Ps. 86:15; 117:2; Heb. 6:18 
_____________________________________________________________

Q. 5. Are there more Gods than one?

A. There is but one only [a], the living and true God [b]. 
[a]. Deut. 6:4; Isa. 44:6; 45:21-22; I Cor. 8:4-6  

[b]. Jer. 10:10; John 17:3; I Thess. 1:9; I John 5:20 
_____________________________________________________________

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the Godhead?

A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost [a]; and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory. [b] 
[a]. Matt. 3:16-17; 28:19; II Cor. 13:14; I Pet. 1:2 

[b]. Ps. 45:6; John 1:1; 17:5; Acts 5:3-4; Rom. 9:5; Col. 2:9; Jude 24-25 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Monday  God is Infinite:  The Believer’s Infinite Portion
Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 3:14-21  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

If God be infinite (or without limits), filling heaven and earth, see what a full portion (or lot, destiny) the saints have; they have him for their portion who is infinite.  His fulness is an infinite fulness; and he is infinitely sweet, as well as infinitely full.  If a conduit (or fountain) be filled with wine, there is a sweet fulness, but still it is finite (or limited); but God is a sweet fulness, and it is infinite.  He is infinitely full of beauty and of love.  His riches are called unsearchable, because they are infinite. Ephesians 3:8.  Stretch your thoughts as much as you can, there is that in God which exceeds; it is an infinite fulness.  He is said to do abundantly for us, above all that we can ask.  Ephesians 3:20.  What can an ambitious spirit ask?  He can ask crowns and kingdoms, millions of worlds; but God can give more than we can ask, nay, or think, because he is infinite.  We can think, what if all the dust were turned to silver, if every flower were a ruby, every sand in the sea a diamond; yet God can give more than we can think, because he is infinite.  Oh how rich are they who have the infinite God for their portion!  Well might David say, ‘The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance.  The lines are fallen for me in pleasant places, and I have a goodly heritage.’ Psalm 16:5,6.  We may go with the bee from flower to flower, but we shall never have full satisfaction till we come to the infinite God. (pp. 52-53)  

Discussion/Thought Question:  Think long on the infinity of God.  What 
earthly love or treasure could compare?

Hymn for the Day:  “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”  HWC #413
___________________________________________________________
Tuesday  God is Infinite:  The Restless Terror of the Wicked
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 139
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

If God be infinite, he fills all places, is everywhere present.  This is sad to the wicked, God is their enemy, and they cannot escape him, nor flee from him, for he is everywhere present; they are never out of his eye nor out of his reach.  Psalm 21:8.  ‘Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies.’  What caves or thickets can men hide in, that God cannot find them; go where they will, he is present.  Psalm 139:7. ‘Whither shall I flee from they presence?’  If a man owes a debt to another he may make his escape, and flee to another land, where the creditor cannot find him.  ‘But whither shall I flee from thy presence?’  God is infinite, he is in all places; so that he will find out all his enemies and punish them.  But is it not said, Cain went out from the presence of the Lord? Genesis 4:16.  The meaning is, he went out from the church of God, where were the visible signs of God’s presence, and where God in a special manner manifested his sweet presence to his people; but Cain could not go out of God’s sight; for God being infinite is everywhere present.  Sinners can neither go from an accusing conscience, nor from a revenging God. (p. 53)   
Discussion/Thought Question:  In what ways do unrepentant sinners 
try to escape an accusing conscience and a revenging God?
Hymn for the Day:  “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”  HWC #6
___________________________________________________________

Wednesday  God is Infinite:  Pursuing His Infinite Knowledge 
Scripture Reading:  Esther 7:7-10  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Is God infinite in knowledge?  Is he light, and in him is there no darkness?  Then how unlike are they to God who are darkness, and in whom is no light, who are destitute of knowledge, such as the Indians who never heard of God!  And are there not many among us, who are no better than baptized heathens (or unbelievers who do not know God’s Word)? who need to seek the first principles of the oracles of God.  It is sad, that after the sun of the gospel has shined so long in our horizon (or land), to this day the veil should be upon their heart.  Such as are enveloped in ignorance cannot give God reasonable service.  Romans 12:1.  Ignorance is the nurse of impiety (or lack of reverence for God)….Where ignorance reigns in the understanding, lust rages in the affections.  Proverbs 19:2. ‘That the mind be without knowledge, it is not good;’ such have neither faith nor fear:  no faith, for knowledge carries the torch before faith.  Psalm 9:10. ‘They that know thy name shall put their trust in thee.’  A man can no more believe without knowledge than the eye can see without light.  He can have no fear of God; for how can they fear him whom they do not know?  The covering of Haman’s face was a sad presage (or warning about the future) of death.  When people’s minds are covered with ignorance, it is a covering of the face that is a fatal forerunner of destruction.  (p. 57)         


Discussion/Thought Question:  God graciously shares with us of his 
infinite knowledge.  How can you become better enlightened by 
his truth?
Hymn for the Day:  “Immortal, Invisible”  HWC #25
___________________________________________________________

Thursday   God is Eternal:  The Eternal Torments of the Wicked
Scripture Reading:  Revelation 14:6-13
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Here is thunder and lightning to the wicked.  God is eternal, therefore the torments of the wicked are eternal.  God lives for ever; and as long as God lives he will be punishing the damned.  This should be the handwriting upon the wall, it should ‘make their joints to be loosed,’ etc. Daniel 5:6.  The sinner takes liberty to sin, he breaks God’s laws, like a wild beast that breaks over the hedge, and leaps into forbidden pasture; he sins with greediness, as if he thought he could not sin fast enough.  Ephesians 4:19.  But remember, one of God’s names is Eternal, and as long as God is eternal he has time enough to reckon with all his enemies….The pleasures of sin are but for a season, but the torments of the wicked are for ever.  Sinners have a short feast, but a long reckoning.  Origen (the early church father) erroneously thought, that after a thousand years the damned should be released out of their misery; but the worm, the fire, the prison, are all eternal. Revelation 14:11. ‘The smoke of their torment ascendeth for ever and ever.’….Eternity is a sea without bottom and banks.  After millions of years, there is not one minute in eternity wasted (or spent); and the damned must be ever burning, but never consumed, always dying, but never dead.  Revelation 9:6. ‘They shall seek death, but shall not find it.’  The fire of hell is such, as multitudes of tears will not quench it, length of time will not finish it; the vial (or bottle) of God’s wrath will be always dropping upon a sinner.  As long as God is eternal, he lives to be avenged upon the wicked.  Oh eternity! eternity! who can fathom it? (pp. 62-63) 

Discussion/Thought Questions:  How much time do you spend thinking on 
eternity? When have you been sleepless for the fate of the lost? 
Hymn for the Day:  “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” HWC #241
___________________________________________________________

Friday  God is Eternal:  The Everlasting Reward of the Godly
Scripture Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:7-18
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

God is eternal, therefore he lives for ever to reward the godly. Romans 2:7.  ‘To them who seek for glory and honour, eternal life.’  The people of God here are in a suffering condition.  Acts 20:23.  ‘Bonds and afflictions abide me.’  The wicked are clad in purple, and fare deliciously, while the godly suffer.  Goats climb upon high mountains, while Christ’s sheep are in the valley of slaughter.  But here is the comfort, God is eternal, and he has appointed eternal recompenses (or rewards) for the saints.  In heaven are fresh delights, sweetness without surfeit (or to be overfull to excess or disgust); and that which is the crown and zenith (or highest point) of heaven’s happiness, is that it is ‘eternal.’ 1 John 3:15.  Were there but the least suspicion that this glory must cease it would much eclipse, yea, embitter it; but it is eternal.  What angel can span eternity? 2 Corinthians 4:17. ‘An eternal weight of glory.’  The saints shall bathe themselves in the rivers of divine pleasure; and these rivers can never be dried up. Psalm 16:11.  ‘At thy right hand are pleasures for evermore.’….The wicked have a never-dying worm, and the godly a never-fading crown.  Oh how should this be a spur to virtue!  How willing should we be to work for God!  Though we had nothing here, God has time enough to reward his people.  The crown of eternity shall be set upon their head. (pp. 63-64) 


Discussion/Thought Question:  How much do you think about God’s 
rewards? Can you name some Scriptural promises of rewards?
Hymn for the Day:  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” HWC #52
___________________________________________________________

Saturday  The Unchangeableness of God:  Comfort 
Scripture Reading:  Habakkuk 3:17-19  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

Comfort to the godly. (1.) In case of loses.  If an estate be almost boiled away to nothing, if you lose friends by death, there is a double eclipse; but the comfort is, God is unchangeable; I may lose these things, but I cannot lose my God: he never dies.  When the fig-tree and olive-tree failed, God did not fail.  ‘I will joy in the God of my salvation.’ Habakkuk 3:18.  Flowers in the garden die, but the man’s portion remains; so outward things die and change, but ‘thou art the strength of my heart, and my portion forever.’ Psalm 73:26.  (2.) In case of sadness of spirit.  God seems to cast off the soul in desertion, as in Canticles (or Song of Solomon) 5:6, ‘My beloved had withdrawn himself;’ yet he is unchangeable.  He is immutable (or not susceptible to change) in his love; he may change his countenance (or outward appearance), but not his heart.  ‘I have loved thee with an everlasting love.’ Jeremiah 31:3…. If once God’s electing love rises upon the soul, it never sets.  ‘The mountains shall be removed, but my loving kindness shall not depart from thee, neither the covenant of my peace be removed.’ Isaiah 54:10.  God’s love stands faster than the mountains.  His love to Christ is unchangeable; and he will no more cease loving believers than he will cease loving Christ. (p. 68)   

Discussion/Thought Question:  What kinds of losses or sadnesses are 
you feeling now? How can God’s unchanging faithfulness 
cheer you today?
Hymn for the Day:  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” HWC #43
___________________________________________________________


*Readings are from: Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity. (Reprint, Carlisle, PA:  The Banner of Truth Trust, 1992).  (Difficult words have been explained in parentheses.)
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