
Putting It All Together:  An Intergenerational Study of the Westminster Shorter Catechism (1-38) in Thirteen Weeks

“MAN’S CHIEF END”
Daily Devotional for Week 1 (WSC #1)                 June 2-7, 2008
Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, [a] and to enjoy him for ever. [b] 

[a]. Ps. 86:9; Isa. 60:21; Rom. 11:36; I Cor. 6:20; 10:31; Rev. 4:11 

[b]. Ps. 16:5-11; 144:15; Isa. 12:2; Luke 2:10; Phil. 4:4; Rev. 21:3-4
___________________________________________________________
Monday  Ways We May Glorify God:  Aiming at His Glory
Scripture Reading:  Matthew 6:1-4  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

It is glorifying God when we aim purely at his glory.  It is one thing to advance God’s glory, another thing to aim at it.  God must be the …ultimate end of all actions.  Thus Christ, John 8:50, ‘I seek not mine own glory, but the glory of him that sent me.’  A hypocrite has a squint eye (or an eye that glances to the side), for he looks more to his own glory than God’s.  Our Saviour deciphers such, and gives a caveat (or warning) against them in Matthew 6:2, ‘When thou givest alms, do not sound a trumpet.’ A stranger would ask, ‘What means the noise of this trumpet?’  It was answered, ‘They are going to give to the poor.’ And so they did not give alms, but sell them for honour and applause, that they might have glory of men; the breath of men was the wind that blew the sails of their charity; ‘verily they have their reward.’  The hypocrite may make his acquittance (or a written release from obligation) and write, ‘received in full payment.’  Chrysostom calls vain-glory one of the devil’s great nets to catch men.  And Cyprian says, ‘Whom Satan cannot prevail against by intemperance (or a lack of self-control), those he prevails against by pride and vainglory.’  Oh let us take heed of self-worshipping!  Aim purely at God’s glory. (pp. 10-11)
Discussion/Thought Question:  In what ways is God more glorified by 
secret giving, praying, and fasting?
Hymn for the Day:  “Come, We That Love the Lord”  HWC #18
___________________________________________________________
Tuesday  Ways We May Glorify God:  Confession
Scripture Reading:  Nehemiah 9:32-37
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

We glorify God by an ingenuous (or sincere) confession of sin.  The thief on the cross had dishonoured God in his life, but at his death he brought glory to God by confession of sin.  Luke 23:41.  ‘We indeed suffer justly.’  He acknowledged he deserved not only crucifixion, but damnation.  Joshua 7:19.  ‘My son, give, I pray thee, glory to God, and make confession unto him.’  A humble confession exalts God.  How is God’s free grace magnified in crowning those who deserve to be condemned!  The excusing and mincing (or making little) of sin casts a reproach upon God.  Adam denied not that he tasted the forbidden fruit, but, instead of a full confession, he taxed (or imposed upon) God.  Genesis 3:12.  ‘The woman whom thou gavest me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat;’ if thou hadst not given me the woman to be a tempter, I had not sinned.  Confession glorifies God, because it clears him; it acknowledges that he is holy and righteous, whatever he does.  Nehemiah vindicates God’s righteousness; Nehemiah 9:33.  ‘Thou art just in all that is brought upon us.’  A confession is ingenuous (or sincere) when it is free, not forced.  Luke 15:18.  ‘I have sinned against heaven and before thee.’  The prodigal charged himself with sin before his father charged him with it. (p. 11-12)
Discussion/Thought Question:  Why is the public confession of sin (as 
we do in our worship services) so important?
Hymn for the Day:  “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”  HWC #340
___________________________________________________________

Wednesday  Ways We May Glorify God:  Believing
Scripture Reading:  Daniel 3:13-18  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

We glorify God by believing.  Romans 4:20.  ‘Abraham was strong in faith, giving glory to God.’  Unbelief affronts (or offends) God, it gives him the lie; ‘he that believeth not, maketh God a liar.’  1 John 5:10.  But faith brings glory to God; it sets to its seal (or openly declares) that God is true.  John 3:33.  He that believes flies to God’s mercy and truth, as to an altar of refuge; he engarrisons himself (or surrounds himself with protectors) in the promises, and trusts all he has with God.  Psalm 31:5. ‘Into thy hands I commit my spirit.’  This is a great way of bringing glory to God, and God honours faith, because faith honours him.  It is a great honour we do to a man when we trust him with all we have, when we put our lives and estates into his hand; it is a sign we have a good opinion of him.  The three children (or Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) glorified God by believing.  ‘The god whom we serve is able to deliver us, and will deliver us.’ Daniel 3:17.  Faith knows there are no impossibilities with God, and will trust him where it cannot trace him. (p. 12)
Discussion/Thought Question:  Trusting God glorifies God.  With what 
worry do you now need to trust God?
Hymn for the Day:  “Hiding in Thee”  HWC #348
___________________________________________________________

Thursday   Ways We May Glorify God:  Contentment
Scripture Reading:  Philippians 4:10-13
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

We glorify God, by being contented in that state in which Providence has placed us.  We give God the glory of his wisdom, when we rest satisfied with what he carves out to us.  Thus Paul glorified God.  The Lord cast him into as great variety of conditions as any man, ‘in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft,’ 2 Corinthians 11:23, yet he had learned to be content.  Paul could sail either in a storm or a calm; he could be anything that God would have him; he could either want or abound. Philippians 4:13.  A good Christian argues thus:  It is God that has put me in this condition; he could have raised me higher, if he pleased, but that might have been a snare to me:  he has done it in wisdom and love; therefore I will sit down satisfied with my condition.  Surely this glorifies God much; God counts himself much honoured by such a Christian.  Here, says God, is one after mine own heart; let me do what I will with him, I hear no murmuring, he is content.  This shows abundance of grace.  When grace is crowning, it is not so much to be content; when grace is conflicting with inconveniences, then to be content is a glorious thing indeed.  For one to be content when he is in heaven is no wonder; but to be content under the cross is like a Christian.  This man must needs bring glory to God; for he shows to all the world, that though he has a little meal in the barrel, yet he has enough in God to make him content:  he says, as David, Psalm 16:5, ‘The Lord is the portion of my inheritance; the lines have fallen to me in pleasant places.’ (p. 13)    

Discussion/Thought Questions:  Why is covetousness such a 
serious sin?
Hymn for the Day:  “Be Still, My Soul” HWC #347
___________________________________________________________

Friday  We Enjoy God as the Chief Good (1)
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 16
Counsel from Dr. Watson*

God is the…chief good; therefore the enjoyment of him is the highest felicity (or happiness).  He is a universal good…, a good, in which are all goods.  The excellencies of the creature are limited.  A man may have health, not beauty, learning, not parentage, riches, not wisdom; but in God are contained all excellencies.  He is a good, commensurate fully to (or fully equal to and sufficient for) the soul; a sun, a portion, a horn of salvation; in whom dwells ‘all fulness.’  Colossians 1:19.  God is an unmixed good.  There is no condition in the life but has its mixture; for every drop of honey there is a drop of gall (or bitter liquid).  Solomon, who gave himself to find out the philosopher’s stone (or the meaning of life), to search out for all happiness here below, found nothing but vanity and vexation (or annoying frustration). Ecclesiastes 1:2.  God is a satisfying good.  The soul cries out, I have enough.  Psalm 17:15.  ‘I shall be satisfied with thy likeness.’  Let a man who is thirsty be brought to an ocean of pure water, and he has enough.  If there be enough in God to satisfy the angels, then sure there is enough to satisfy us.  The soul is but finite, but God is infinite.  Though God be a good that satisfies, yet he does not surfeit (or overfill to excess or disgust).  Fresh joys spring continuously from his face; and he is as much to be desired after millions of years by glorified souls as at the first moment.  There is a fulness in God that satisfies, and yet so much sweetness that the soul still desires. (p. 23) 
Discussion/Thought Question:  Why is it not wrong to desire 
happiness?
Hymn for the Day:  “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” HWC #59
___________________________________________________________

Saturday  We Enjoy God as the Chief Good (2)
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 73:16-28  

Counsel from Dr. Watson*

God is the…chief good; therefore the enjoyment of him is the highest felicity (or happiness)….God is a delicious good.  That which is the chief good must ravish the soul with pleasure; there must be in it rapturous delight and quintessence (or purest essence) of joy….There is a certain sweetness about God’s person which delights, nay, rather ravishes the soul.  The love of God drops such infinite suavity (or smooth graciousness) into the soul as is unspeakable and full of glory.  If there be so much delight in God, when we see him only by faith, 1 Peter 1:8, what will the joy of vision be, when we shall see him face to face!  If the saints have found so much delight in God while they were suffering, oh what joy and delight will they have when they are being crowned!  If flames are beds of roses, what will it be to lean on the bosom of Jesus!  What a bed of roses that will be!  God is a superlative (or best of all) good.  He is better than anything you can put in competition with him:  he is better than health, riches, honour.  Other things maintain life, he gives life.  Who would put anything in balance with the Deity?  Who would weigh a feather against a mountain of gold?  God excels all other things more infinitely than the sun the light of a taper (or candle).  God is an eternal good.   He is the Ancient of days, yet never decays, nor waxes old.  Daniel 7:9.  The joy he gives is eternal, the crown fadeth not away. 1 Peter 5:4.  The glorified soul shall be ever solacing itself (or finding true comfort) in God, feasting on his love, and sunning itself in the light of his countenance.  We read of the river of pleasure at God’s right hand; but will not this in time be dried up? No!  There is a fountain at the bottom which feeds it.  Psalm 36:9.  ‘With the Lord is the fountain of life.’ Thus God is the chief good, and the enjoyment of God for ever is the highest felicity of which the soul is capable. (pp. 23-24)    
Discussion/Thought Questions:  If God alone is the highest good and 
source of truest pleasure, why are we so easily ensnared by 
other, sinful desires?
Hymn for the Day:  “Jesus, I am Resting, Resting” HWC #503
___________________________________________________________


*Readings are from: Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity. (Reprint, Carlisle, PA:  The Banner of Truth Trust, 1992).  (Difficult words have been explained in parentheses.)
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