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2008-2009 SUNDAY SCHOOL ON THE BIBLE:  
Study 4.  WHAT THE BIBLICAL WRITERS SAID ABOUT THE BIBLE
INTRODUCTION


A.  So far we have seen that the Bible derives its authority from the fact that it is God’s Word, it is the God-breathed words of God.  If it can be shown that the Bible is not the Word of God, then its authority disappears completely.  Or if we can determine that certain portions are not the very words of God but only the words of men, they those parts of the Bible can be safely ignored.  


But if the whole Bible is indeed the very Word and words of almighty God, our Maker, to whom is due all reverence, love, and perfect obedience, then to disregard even one of his words can only be done at the greatest possible peril.  In fact, the Lord Jesus Christ said the same in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:19) “Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”  So this is a most serious business.  


We said that the Bible itself teaches that it is “God-breathed.”  The Latin term “inspiration” (root verb insprio and noun inspiriato  is unfortunate because it implies that God breathed something into the biblical authors which gave them motivation to write.  But the Greek term theoptokos rather means “God-breathed.”  Moreover, it applies in context not to the writers but the writings, so that the words of Scripture are literally God-breathed, i.e. God’s words.  God spoke these words through the biblical writers.  God spoke them, but they were the instruments through which he gave his word.  


To be precise, we mean that God so prepared beforehand the events about which these men wrote, and he so prepared the men themselves, that when they set out to write, they were writing precisely what he wanted them to say.  So God did no violence to their wills or personality, but used the same will and personality that he providentially created and formed so that they became his voice.  And, on top of this, when they actually set about to write, the Holy Spirit so superintended their writing that he spoke through them so that the finished product is immediately the Word of God, the Word of God which we may ignore or disregard only at risk of ignoring God himself.  

And we concluded by positing that in order to demonstrate that this is the case we need only prove two points.  1)  The first point is that this is precisely what the Biblical authors themselves believed and taught, 2) and the second point is that the Biblical writers can be trusted as teachers of truth.  It is my aim today to tackle the first point, and let me acknowledge that I am almost entirely dependent upon a 35-page article by B.B. Warfield, titled, “The Biblical Idea of Inspiration.”  
“SCRIPTURE SAYS,” “GOD SAYS”




The first evidence of the high regard the biblical had writers for the Scriptures is the habit they have of attributing the words of one to the other, and vice versa.  B.B. Warfield writes:  “Among the rich variety of the indications of their estimate of the written words of the Old Testament as direct utterances of Jehovah, there are in particular two classes of passages, each of which, when taken separately, throws into the clearest light their habitual appeal to the Old Testament text as to God Himself speaking, while, together, they make an irresistible impression of the absolute identification by their writers of the Scriptures in the hands with the living voice of God.  In one of these classes of passages the Scriptures are spoken of as if they were God; in the other, God is spoken of as if He were the Scriptures:  in the two together, God and the Scriptures are brought into such conjunction as to show that in point of directness of authority no distinction was made between them.” (299)

Warfield cites as an instance of the former, Galatians 3:8:  “And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” (Gen. 12:1-3)  And Romans 9:17:  “For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  (Exo. 9:16)  Now what is remarkable about both of those texts?  (Scripture had not been written yet, and these words are directly attributed to God.)  Warfield notes:  “These acts could be attributed to ‘Scripture’ only as the result of such a habitual identification, in the mind of the writer, of the text of Scripture with God as speaking, that it became natural to use the term ‘Scripture says,’ when what was really intended was ‘God, as recorded in the Scripture, said.’”


An instance of the latter, in which the words of Scripture are put into the mouth of God includes Matthew 19:4-5:  “4  He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5  and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh’?”  (Genesis 2:24)  Another is Hebrews 3:7, “Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,  ‘Today, if you hear his voice, etc.’”  Again, Warfield notes:  “It is not God, however, in whose mouth these sayings are placed in the text of the Old Testament:  they are the words of another, recorded in the text of Scripture as spoken to or of God.  They could be attributed to God only through such habitual identification, in the minds of the writers, of the text of Scripture with the utterances of God that it had become natural to use the term “God says” when what was really intended was “Scripture, the Word of God, says.” (300)


We should stop to make two points.


1)  First, if it is our aim today to demonstrate that the biblical writers believed and taught that in the Scriptures we have the words of men and at the same time the Word of God, then we have already proved the point.  These are not isolated instances, but are quite common.  The biblical writers so closely identified the Scriptures and the Word of God that they could interchangeably attribute one to the other and the other to the one.  

2)  But the other point we should note is to come back to the teaser I left you with last time, that if the Bible is the very Word of God, then the Bible is divine, an extension of God.  And would it not be right and proper for us to worship the Bible?  The biblical writers themselves could put the Scriptures in the place of God himself.  If when Scripture spoke they said that God spoke, then they are clearly equating Scripture with God.  And if that is so, then is not the Scripture due all the reverence, fear, obedience, and worship as is God?


But let’s look at specific texts.  What did the biblical authors, the Apostles, teach about their understanding of what we have in the Scriptures?  
2 TIMOTHY 3:16


The main text which teaches this God-breathed quality of the Scriptures is 2 Timothy 3:16, and we must examine it closely.  The background to this statement of the Apostle Paul is assuring Timothy that he has enjoyed a great advantage in his early teaching and training.  “14  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15  and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”  The source of his training is twofold, good teachers, but even better the “sacred writings.”  This phrase appears only here in the New Testament, but it is evident from other sources that this is a technical term for the Old Testament.  So he had, not only good teachers, but an open Bible on his lap.  


And then Paul wants to impress upon him the great advantage of having these writings, so he now adds a statement revealing the nature of these books.  They are God’s own words and of supreme value for every good work.  “16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17  that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”  The first phrase could be translated “all Scripture” or “every scripture.”  The difference is not all that great, though we should note what is being said.  Every scripture or all Scripture, each part and the whole combined have their origin in God and are his Word.  Warfield prefers to translate:  “Every scripture, seeing it is God-breathed, is as well profitable.”  


Now Paul does not answer 1) which particular books should be considered Scripture, though we would assume that at the very least he meant the “sacred writings” or the Old Testament, nor 2) does Paul describe the process by which these writings became inspired.  This is not to his present purpose.


What we should be careful to note, though, is that Paul very clearly affirms the divine origin of Scripture.  It is God-breathed.  The breath of God was a well-known biblical image of God’s power.  Because the Scripture is God-breathed, it therefore has great power to make wise for salvation and to fully equip Christians.  I’m not asking you to assess whether or not you believe this to be true.  It is enough at this point that you see that this is what the Apostle Paul believed and taught.  

2 PETER 1:19-21


A second text critical to our understanding, which agrees with Paul in 2 Timothy 3:16 and even amplifies it, is a rather stunning statement by Peter in 2 Peter 1:19-21.  In the immediate context, Peter is asserting that the message about the power and coming of Jesus Christ was not hatched out of fraud:  “16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.”  Peter attests to the validity of these truths on the strength of his personal, eyewitness testimony which was confirmed by “two or three witnesses” and so would be admissible as certain evidence in a court.   “17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18  we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.”

But he adds a shocker.  He declares that he has evidence even more certain that multiplied eyewitness testimony.  And what could be more certain, more solid than that?  “19 And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts….”   “The prophetic word” is more sure than the sworn testimony of eyewitnesses.  Now it is important that we see precisely what this “prophetic word” is and precisely why it is so certain.  

The “prophetic word” of verse 19 is the same as “every prophecy of Scripture” of verse 20:  “20  knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation.” (Literally, “every prophecy of Scripture comes not from someone’s own interpretation”).  That would mean that Peter’s “every prophecy of Scripture” is essentially the same as Paul’s “every Scripture” in 2 Tim. 3:16.  Does Peter mean here only those parts of Scripture that we would identify as “prophecies,” or that all Scripture is prophetic in nature? The latter is more likely.  


He says that “no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation.”  It does not have its origin in human initiative.  It is not the result of the customary process of learning, namely, investigation, deliberation, and conclusion.  Quite the contrary, he declares, “21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man….”  If not, then every prophecy (of Scripture) is the result of the will of God.  And that’s precisely what he declares in a remarkable manner.  “but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  So the Scriptures arise from the following:  “men spoke from God.”  Scripture is unmistakenly human speech, but it the result is from God, i.e. God’s words.  

And what is remarkable is the manner in which this was accomplished.  These men were “carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  In what way were they “carried”? Here it would be best to quote Warfield.  


“The term used here is a very specific one.  It is not to be confounded with guiding, or directing, or controlling, or even leading in the full sense of that word.  It goes beyond all such terms, in assigning the effect produced specifically to the active agent.  What is ‘borne’ is taken up by the ‘bearer,’ and conveyed by the ‘bearer’s’ power, not its own, to the ‘bearer’s’ goal, not its own.  The men who spoke from God are here declared, therefore, to have been taken up by the Holy Spirit and brought by His power to the goal of His choosing.  The things which they spoke under this operation of the Spirit were therefore His things, not theirs.  And that is the reason which is assigned why ‘the prophetic word’ is so sure.  Though unspoken through the instrumentality of men, it is, by virtue of the fact that these men spoke ‘as borne by the Holy Spirit,’ an immediately Divine word.”  And this is directly to our point:  “It will be observed that the proximate stress is laid here, not on the spiritual value of Scripture (though that, too, is seen in the background), but on the Divine trustworthiness of Scripture.  Because this is the way that every prophecy of Scripture ‘has been brought,’ it affords a more sure basis of confidence than even the testimony of eyewitnesses.”    

Please do not lose sight of the point.  There is no question at all that Peter believed that every “prophecy of Scripture” was the very Word of God, and utterly trustworthy and reliable as a result.  

What specific “prophecy of Scripture” did he have in mind?  I would argue that this is equivalent to Paul’s “every Scripture,” therefore “all Scripture.”  But even if Peter was referring only to particular prophecies, he is still declaring that large portions of the text are the very words of God.  


But, even more specifically, this “prophecy of Scripture” testifies to the power and coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, for that is the matter at hand.  Which “prophecy of Scripture” testifies to Jesus?  We might think of the Old Testament as a whole.  On the day of his resurrection, Jesus chided the two disciples on their way back to Emmaus because they were “slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (Luke 24:25)  “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets (which refers to the whole Old Testament), he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”  
Certainly Peter himself was aware of this, and he, himself was similarly taught by the risen Christ to find him “in all the Scriptures” for the forty days before the ascension, according to Luke 24:44-49).  


But Peter may have meant more than even this when he wrote of the “prophecy of Scripture” which declared Christ with “more sure” certainty.  And that brings us to our third Scripture text:  

2 PETER 3:16  


In 2 Peter 3:16 we find a remarkable instance of one Apostle referring to the writings of another.  So in this case at least we have a situation where an Apostle is aware of some of the books that another has written, books or epistles that are in the New Testament.  There is an early awareness that a body of literature is arising within the church, and that this literature is being circulated with the approval of apostolic authority.  “14  Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15  And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16  as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters.”  


But then Peter writes something amazing, a statement that is directly to our point:  “There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.”  Toward the beginning of the same letter Peter has affirmed the divine origin of “every prophecy of Scripture.”  Here he applies the same title to the writings of Paul and perhaps other Apostles, setting them on the same level as the Old Testament Scriptures.  B.B. Warfield writes:  “…the same Peter who declared that ‘every prophecy of scripture’ was the product of men who spoke ‘from God,’ being ‘borne’ by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. i. 21), in this same epistle (iii. 16), places Paul’s Epistles in the category of Scripture along with whatever other books deserve that name.” (164) 


It is certainly by no means a stretch to suggest that when Peter in chapter one wrote of the Scriptures as the product of the Holy Spirit speaking through men, Paul was one of those men, and Paul’s writings were part of that Scripture, as he explicitly declares.
1 TIMOTHY 5:18  

One last text should suffice to drive this all the way home, and, again, we find something remarkable.  1 Timothy 5:17-18:  “17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 18  For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”

Is there anything unusual about that text in you Bible? (The last part of verse 18 is in red letters.)  Why is the last part of verse 18 in red letters? It’s because these are the words of Jesus.  Where did the Paul get that saying of Jesus?  It is recorded in Luke 10:7.  He is quoting from the Gospel of Luke.  Where do we find the quotation before it in the first half of verse 18?  (It is a quotation from Deuteronomy 25:24.)   So what is astonishing about what Paul assumes in verse 18? 

Dr. Warfield draws it up sharply:  “The same Paul who in 2 Tim. iii. 16, declared that ‘every’ or ‘all scripture is God-breathed’ had already written in 1 Tim. v. 18:  “For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out the corn.  And, The laborer is worthy of his hire.” The first clause here is from Deuteronomy and the second from the Gospel of Luke, though both are cited as together constituting, or better, forming part of the “Scripture” which Paul adduces as so authoritative that by its mere citation to end all strife.  Who shall say that, in the declaration of the later epistle that “all” or “every” Scripture is God-breathed, Paul did not have Luke, and, along with Luke, whatever new books he classed with the old under the name of Scripture, in the back of his mind, along with those old books which Timothy had had in his hands from infancy?” (164)  
CONCLUSION


The Scripture’s authority derives from its being God’s breathed-out word.  If the Bible is the Words of God, then we owe to it the same love, reverence, fear, trust, and absolute obedience that we owe unto God himself.  


But is the Scripture the very Word of God?  To prove this, we said we must demonstrate two points.  1) First, this must be the teaching of the Biblical writers themselves, which you can see from their own words is certainly the case.  2)  We must demonstrate that the biblical writers were trustworthy as teachers of doctrine.  This we will consider next time.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________


