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Study 3.  The Inspiration of the Scriptures
INTRODUCTION


A.  What do we mean when we say that the Bible is the Word of God? We simply mean that somehow these human words in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, are also the very words of God, so that this whole book from cover to cover is the sum of God’s special revelation, rightly called the Word of God.  

B.  The biblical word that describes this is “inspiration,” literally “breathed in,”  (though probably better understood as “breathed out”).  God has breathed out the Scriptures so that these words are his Words.  We do not simply mean that the Bible is “inspiring,” that it makes us feel or respond in a certain way.  Rather, that the words of the Scriptures have been breathed out by God.  


C.  And it is the inspiration of the Scriptures that make them authoritative.  If these words are not merely the best words of the most religious people but the very words of God, then we must give them all our reverence and allegiance.  John Calvin writes in his Institutes, “No one--not even a fanatical beast--ever existed who would tell us to close our ears to God.”  (p. 1018)  He was writing on the lack of appropriate honor given to the preaching and teaching of the Scriptures.  But if we become convinced that the Bible is God’s Word because it is given by inspiration of God, then not even a fanatical beast would suggest that we not pay heed to it.  So, we need to become convinced that the Bible truly is God’s Word, convinced in the inspiration of the Scriptures.  


D.  And it is the inspiration of the Scriptures, their God-breathed-out character that is the basis for the unity of the Bible.  If the Bible is not God’s words, a singular communication from God, then it is not a unity but a diversity, a collection of varied, occasional writings which are only topically or tangentially related.  But if the Bible is the singular communication from God through various writers, with a single, Divine author and a single subject, the glory of God, then the Bible is a true unity and should be read as such.  


So this morning I want to define what we mean by the inspiration of the Scriptures.  Then we will refine our understanding of the inspiration of the Scriptures.  And finally, we will state the pillars, the two truths upon which this doctrine rests.  Next time we will examine the pillars to be sure that they stand strong.  

I.  THE DOCTRINE OF INSPIRATION.


A.  Let’s define what we mean by the inspiration of the Scriptures.  I’m quoting from the eminent, Presbyterian, Princeton theologian B.B. Warfield:  


“The Church, then, has held from the beginning that the Bible is the Word of God in such a sense that its words, though written by men and bearing indelibly impressed upon them the marks of their human origin, were written, nonetheless, under such an influence of the Holy Ghost as to be also the words of God, the adequate expression of His mind and will.  It has always recognized that this conception of the co-authorship implies that the Spirit’s superintendence extends to the choice of the words by the human authors (verbal inspiration), and preserves its product from everything inconsistent with a divine authorship—thus securing, among other things, that entire truthfulness which is everywhere presupposed in and asserted for Scripture by the biblical writers (inerrancy).”  (Works, [Grand Rapids:  Baker, 1932] I, 173) 

B.  Warfield is careful to insist upon the inspiration of the words themselves.  Some would try to soften this understanding but suggesting that the meaning, but not necessarily the words are inspired, but the meaning is to be found in the words.  The words themselves carry the meaning, and without the words, there is no meaning.  This is the beginning of mischief, leaving the meaning open to our own whims and preferences.  This would effectively neuter the authority of the Scriptures since I am now in charge determining what is and is not the meaning of the Scriptures, the meaning which has become unhinged from the words.  The desire to nullify the authority of the Word of God is almost as old as our race.  So the words themselves must be God’s words, or the Bible cannot really be God’s Word.  
II.  REFINING THE DOCTRINE OF INSPIRATION.


A.  In another place, B.B. Warfield refines our understanding of the inspiration of the Scriptures by contrasting the Bible with some other book that may simply be written under the supervision of God’s sovereign providence.  


“When we give due place in our thoughts to the universality of the providential government of God, to the minuteness and completeness of its sway, and to its invariable efficacy, we may be inclined to ask what is needed beyond this mere providential government to secure the production of sacred books which should be in every detail absolutely accordant with the Divine will.”  


He’s helping us see what inspiration is not.  Because God controls all things, he could guide and move the writers, without the violation of their will, to write down the very words he desires and produce exactly what he wanted to be written.  But that’s not what we mean by inspiration.  Warfield explains:  


“The answer is, Nothing is needed beyond mere providence to secure such books—provided that it does not lie in the Divine purpose that these books should possess qualities which rise above the powers of men to produce, even under the most Divine guidance.  For providence is guidance; and guidance can bring one only so far as his own power can carry him.  If heights are to be scaled above man’s native power to achieve, then something more than guidance, however effective, is necessary.  This is the reason for the superinduction, at the end of the long process of the production of Scriptures, of the additional Divine operation which we call technically ‘inspiration.’  By it, the Spirit of God, flowing confluently in with the providentially and graciously determined work of men, spontaneously producing under Divine directions the writings appointed to them, gives the product a Divine quality unattainable by human powers alone.  Thus these books become not merely the word of godly men, but the immediate word of God Himself, speaking directly as such to the minds and hearts of every reader.  The value of ‘inspiration’ emerges, thus as twofold.  It gives to the books written under its ‘bearing’ a quality which is truly superhuman; a trustworthiness, an authority, a searchingness, a profundity, a profitableness which is altogether Divine.  And it speaks this Divine word immediately to each reader’s heart and conscience; so that he does not require to make his way to God, painfully, perhaps even uncertainly, through the words of His servants, the human instruments in writing the Scriptures, but can listen directly to the Divine voice itself speaking immediately in the Scriptural word to him.” (Ibid., 103-4)   


B.  So the Bible is not simply a perfect book, though it is all of that.  And it is not the best work of God’s people under his absolute sovereign control so that they said exactly what he wanted them to say, though it is also that.  But it is God speaking.  And since it is God speaking, there is an immediacy to it.  God speaks to us directly through the Scriptures.  Though we may and should read it as a literary work, yet it is God’s words.  Not only is God speaking, but he is speaking directly to me.  

C.  The doctrine of the inspiration of the Scriptures is stated most succinctly in 2 Timothy 3:16-17:  “16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17  that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”  There is a quality of comfort in the Scriptures and a quality of conviction in the Scriptures that no mere human book, even the best human book could grant.   

III. THE TWO PILLARS OF THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE.

A.  These two complimentary truths are quite simple.  


1.  This is the teaching of the biblical writers themselves, and


2.  They are trustworthy as teachers of doctrine.  


B.  Let me quote Warfield once again:  “The last thing I want to do is to introduce to you the two pillars upon which this doctrine of the inspiration and authority of the Scriptures stands or falls.  “…(T)he primary ground on which it [this doctrine of inspiration] has been held by the Church as the true doctrine is that it is the doctrine of the Biblical writers themselves, and has therefore the whole mass of evidence for it which goes to show that the Biblical writers are trustworthy as doctrinal guides.  It is the testimony of the Bible itself to its own origin and character as the Oracles of the Most High, that has led the Church to her acceptance of it as such, and to her dependence on it not only for her doctrine of Scripture, but for the whole body of doctrinal teaching, which is looked upon by her as divine because drawn from this divinely given fountain of truth.” (Ibid., 173-4)  

C.  So if we would test this proposition, this consistent teaching of the church that the Bible is the Word of God, then we must do it on two fronts.  We must first of all ask whether or not this is the Bible’s own witness, whether the biblical writers, and supremely our Lord Jesus Christ, regarded the Bible to be God’s Word.  And then we must ask if we can trust them.  


And that’s what we will get into next time as we continue to establish the Scriptures as the God-breathed Word of God written.  

CONCLUSION


Paul had been the missionary who carried the Gospel to Thessalonica and had established the church there.  He said that they showed the true marks of a church in their response to the apostolic word.  “And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.” (1 Thess. 2:13) 


The apostolic message has been enscripturated.  All those who are saved today must accept it “not as the word of men, but as what it really is, the Word of God.”  And so you must accept the Bible as the very Word of God written.  And this is not just to give some thought to it from time to time or glean some inspirational insight from it but to trust your entire life and eternal soul to the Scriptures, to build your life, family, and church upon the Scriptures, no matter how unpopular or how odd you may seem.  


If it is God’s Word, then it is God speaking to us.  And “No one--not even a fanatical beast--ever existed who would tell us to close our ears to God.”  Rather, we must place ourselves and all our living under the authority of the Word of God. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________


