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OTHER GODS 
(Deuteronomy 11:26-32)

SUBJECT:  


F.C.F:  
PROPOSITION:   
INTRODUCTION:


A.  As Moses prepares God’s people to enter the Promised Land and to live in faithfulness with God in their midst, he offers comment on each of the Ten Commandments, which he has repeated in Deuteronomy 5.  As we’ve noted, the largest section of commentary addresses the most central command to have no other god’s before the Lord, that is, to love the Lord whole-heartedly.  This section spans chapters 6-11, and now we have come to the end of this section.  Moses calls God’s people to understand the allure of the false gods which they will soon encounter in Canaan, and to flee from them.  


B.  We also face such false gods today, and these false gods are doing a booming business, and I can prove it statistically.  Only these gods are not necessarily stone pillars or golden statues with obscure names demanding sacrifices.  These gods are more simple to understand, the gods of power, sex, and money, anything that promises a shortcut to happiness apart from the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  These are the gods we must openly acknowledge and abandon.   


First, Moses tells us to…

I. RECOGNIZE THE ENTICEMENT OF OTHER GODS.

We need to understand why these other gods are attractive to us and the pressure they put upon us.  Moses mentions these other gods in verses 26-28:  “26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27  the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, 28  and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way that I am commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have not known.”  

A.  To follow these other gods would seem like insanity to the people of Israel.  The Lord has miraculously delivered them from slavery and death in Egypt.  He has miraculously led and supported them through the wilderness.  Why would they suddenly turn to worship other gods?  


The reason, of course, is that the other gods are far more open-minded than the Lord.  They more fully understand our needs and desires, and they don’t mind indulging us a bit.  The also understand our fears and inadequacies, and promise to overcome them.  And the reason the other gods seem so perfectly suited to satisfy the sinner’s cravings is, of course, because we have invented them.  They are completely made up, and they let us do whatever we please.  They appeal to our sinful desires, because they were created to satisfy our sinful desires of pride, lust, greed, cruelty, false hope and assurance, whatever we need to keep us from the Lord God.  So that’s why they are so attractive.  

B.  Moses points out, though, that these other gods are completely untried and untested.  “26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27  the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, 28  and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way that I am commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have not known.”  The word translated “to know” can imply the intimacy of relationship.  “You have known the Lord,” he says, “and you have seen his great power and his faithful love, but these other gods you have not known.”  In some ways this further reveals the insanity of idolatry:  why trust yourself to what is unknown and unproven when the Lord has proved himself a thousand times over.  But it also reveals our sinful craving for the new, the novel, and the innovative, a restlessness and boredom that constantly craves new experiences.  It explains why some contentedly married people will suddenly commit adultery, or why some professing Christians will drift from church to church always looking for a new show.  


C.  And Moses warns against the coercive power of these other gods. Consider verses 30-32.  “30  Are they not beyond the Jordan, west of the road, toward the going down of the sun, in the land of the Canaanites who live in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, beside the oak of Moreh? 31  For you are to cross over the Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you. And when you possess it and live in it, 32  you shall be careful to do all the statutes and the rules that I am setting before you today.”  What he’s describing geographically, is the very heart of the Canaanite territory.  They will be in the homeland of other gods, literally surrounded by people who practice these dark, mysterious, secret, exciting and alluring religions, and Israel will feel a tremendous coercive power to join them, to fall in with the majority.  They cannot escape it because they will be living in the heart of it. 


Best estimates in America today are that between 2-8% of Americans genuinely practice the Christian faith, even though many more would say they are Christians.  What that means is that 92-98% of all Americans in truth worship some other god:  money, sex, power, pride, prestige, possessions, pleasure, etc.  We are literally surrounded by those who worship other gods.  A man went to the doctor and said, “I broke my arm in two places.”  The doctor replied, “Then stay out of those places.”  


But I hope you can see that we literally cannot avoid contact with those who worship other gods.  We will be constantly feeling the coercive power to join them, or at least the pressure to cool our passion for Jesus Christ.  A believer stands and says, “Let’s serve the Lord whole-heartedly!”  And the response will be a lackluster apathy, why? Because he’s surrounded by people who are following other gods, who have no real desire to worship and serve the Lord.  So we must be aware of the enticement and the coercive influence of these other gods which the vast majority are seeking.  

II.  REMEMBER THE END OF THE OTHER GODS.   

A.  In reminding us of the end of the other gods and all who follow them, Moses takes us back to the beginning of his book.  There is some evidence that the first five books of Moses, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, are really to be read as one book.  So we need to bear in mind the unity of all these books as we read any one of them.  And here, when Moses speaks of a “curse” we need to think about the origin of this curse.  

When our first parents sinned, they fell under the curse of sin.  A curse is the settled state of God’s displeasure and wrath.  It implies God’s active judgment now, with the dire warning of ultimate and eternal punishment to come.  When sin entered into the world, the ground was cursed, man’s work was cursed, childbearing was cursed, and the serpent was cursed.  All sinners likewise fall under this curse, which means that all people born into the world in the usual way are born under that curse of sin and God’s wrath.  This is something that is almost completely misunderstood today.  Babies are thought to be innocent, what could be more innocent than a baby? And as they grow up, probably due to the sinful example of others, they eventually choose to sin and become sinners.  What you should know is that this common view today is an ancient heresy called “Pelagianism,” a false teaching more condemned by the church through the ages than any other view.  This is also where this notion of the “age of accountability” comes from.  Little children are pure and innocent until they reach the awareness of sin and evil, the so-called “age of accountability.”  So little children who die go directly to heaven, because they never consciously sinned; they were still pure and innocent because they never reached the age of accountability.  


But of course that is nowhere taught in the Bible.  What the Bible does teach clearly is that all people are born in sin, born already guilty of Adam’s sin, and so born under this curse of which Moses refers.  And all people remain under this curse unless and until something happens to take away the curse.  


B.  That’s why the work of Jesus through his perfect life and his substitutionary death on the cross is so vital.  Because God’s people in the Old Testament were born under this curse, God instituted a system of sacrifices to cover up their sin.  The blood of spotless animals was sprinkled on the mercy seat, a kind of spiritual white out, covering sins so that God’s fierce wrath would not fall on his people.  But it was a temporary fix only.  


Somehow the curse had to be removed permanently.  Later, in Deuteronomy 21 we will come to the fact that a man who was put to death for a capitol crime was to be publicly displayed, hanged on a tree:  “22  “And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23  his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God.”  Paul points out that the innocent Jesus was likewise hanged on a tree or cross, same word in Greek.  So it was clear that Jesus died under the curse of God.  He took the curse for others.  And that’s how we can escape the curse, by trusting Christ.

C.  But now note what happens to those who go after other gods.  “26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27  the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, 28  and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way that I am commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have not known.”  Those who go after other gods are back under the curse.  

You can see that we are talking about something more serious than occasional sin.  1 John 1:9 tells us God’s provision for the Christian who occasionally sins.  We confess that sin, we repent and turn from sin, and the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin.  But here Moses is talking about apostasy, repudiating the faith with your words and/or life, and taking up another religion, following other gods.  The curse remains on those who walk away from Christ, in truth, because they never truly came to Christ in the first place.  

Listen to Hebrews 6:  “4  For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5  and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6  if they then fall away, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt.”  And listen to Hebrews 10:  “26  For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27  but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 28  Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29  How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?”  

The end of the other gods is that we remain under the Lord’s righteous curse for sin, and will endure the judgment to come.  
III.  REJECT THE ENSLAVEMENT TO OTHER GODS.


A.  Under divine inspiration, Moses makes an assumption that is very revealing.  Let me read verses 26-28, and you tell me what assumption Moses has made:  “26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27  the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, 28  and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way that I am commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have not known.”  Moses gives them two options:  the Lord or the other gods.  What assumption is he making?  (Hint—What option is he overlooking?)  He assumes that they will follow some god, not that they would follow no god.  


Today atheism, the belief that there is no god, is becoming fashionable.  It is sometimes called, “the new atheism,” and it is championed by scientists and philosophers like Richard Dawkins, author of The God Delusion and Christopher Hitchens, author of God is Not Great.  Why does Moses ignore the third option of following NO god?  Is it because he has not yet thought of atheism as a viable option?  That is possible, I suppose, but not very probable.  Everybody is naturally religious.  People only come to atheism after rejecting their former beliefs.  


B.  And I would suggest that the reason why Moses assumes that all people will serve some god or another is because it is true.  Human beings are made to serve some kind of god, even if that god is self.  I have watched Richard Dawkins being interviewed, smugly proclaiming there is no god.  And he is clearly pleased with his great knowledge and fame.  It’s perfectly obvious that he is not really an atheist, that the really does worship a god—himself.  Self is just another one of the gods.  


Now the end of this section of commentary on the first commandment calls for a response from us.  It calls for loyalty and renewed commitment.  “You (and I) shall have no other gods before him.”  “You (and I) shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength.”  
(
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