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CONSIDER THE LORD’S INSTRUCTION 
(Deuteronomy 11:1-12)

SUBJECT:  Love for God.


F.C.F:  How can we love God with white hot affection?
PROPOSITION:  Since the Lord has been so gracious to us, 
we must love him with our whole heart.  
INTRODUCTION:


A.  So we began two weeks ago with an obvious assertion, namely that it is much easier to do what you ought to do when you really want to do it.  Duh.  Of course!  Ask a teenager, “Would you rather do your homework or go to a movie.”  Do you have any doubt about their answer? 


And then we expanded on this further by suggesting that “Truth enflames affection, and affection impels obedience.”  True obedience to God, from the heart, must flow from sincere desire.  We must obey God because we want to.  And the “want to” comes from truth, the great truths of who God is and what he has done and will do for us in Christ.  Another way of saying this is:  “the imperative flows from the indicative.”  The command is based on God’s prior actions or promises.  God always takes the initiative, and we always act in response, as we find in 1 John 4:19:  “We love because…he first loved us.”  


B.  Now if you will indulge me, and I believe this is for your benefit and edification, let’s ask a follow up question:  what kinds of affections does truth enflame? And what are “affections,” anyhow?  The Puritan pastor and thinker, Jonathan Edwards long ago wrote a book called Religious Affections.  In that book he distinguished the affections from the passions.  The passions (we would call them “emotions”) are the rapidly changing feelings we have toward situations and circumstances.  The affections, however, are the deepest and most lasting loves and hatreds of our hearts.  These affections, both positive love for God and negative hatred for sin, are what we most need to cultivate.  And we cultivate these through truth.  Truth enflames affection, and affection impels obedience.  


So positively, we seek to grow in love for God, which includes joyful wonder, hopeful anticipation, and warm attraction.  Our thoughts and hopes are continually drawn to God.  And negatively, we seek to grow in hatred for sin, which includes shameful disgust, chilling horror, and heartbreaking grief and sadness toward sin.  And as we cultivate these godly affections, we will more and more desire to obey God.  And it all begins with the renewing of the mind, growing in the knowledge and understanding of Christ.  Or, “truth enflames affection, and affection impels obedience.”  

C.  Our text from Deuteronomy 11 draws us further in.  Remember we are in the main section of Deuteronomy (chapters 6-26) which is a commentary on the Decalogue or Ten Commandments.  Moses has repeated the Ten Commandments in chapter 5, and he comments on them in 6-26.  And the largest section of this commentary is understandably devoted to the first commandment which is negatively stated as:  “You shall have no other gods before me.”  Of course this is positively re-stated in Deuteronomy 6:5, in the shema, or the creed that pious Jews repeated each day:  “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  What does it mean to keep the first commandment? It means that you love the Lord, exclusively and supremely.  It means that your chief affection is a white hot love for the Lord, which impels you into obedience to all of his commands.  And this white hot love for the Lord is kindled and kept white hot through truth.  Truth enflames affection, and affection impels obedience.  

D.  So we really need to raise the level of our affection for Christ, both our love for him (joy, hope, and attraction) and our hatred for the sin he hates (disgust, horror, and grief).  And our text from Deuteronomy 11 tells us this is supremely important for two reasons. 

1.  First, love for God can never be unhinged from obedience to God.  Look at verse 1:  “You shall therefore love the LORD your God and keep his charge, his statutes, his rules, and his commandments always.”  So love for God always includes keeping his charge, statutes, rules, and commandments… all the time.  Now notice that you can obey without loving, but you cannot love without obeying. That’s why we should not simply appeal to the will and say, “Come on, obey!  It’s your duty, so do it!”  By simply appealing to the will, we may get a temporary response of outward obedience out of that kind of pleading, but it will be obedience without love, which is not real obedience.  Rather, we begin with truth, truth that raises the affections, which in turn motivates the will into obedience, and we then have the response of the whole person to God, intellect, affections, and will.  And this is also a way by which to gauge our love for Christ.  If we say we love him but do not do what he says, then we don’t really love him after all. John wrote something very similar to this in 1 John 1:6:  “If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”  Jesus said, “Why do you call me Lord, Lord and do not do what I say?

2.  The other reason why it’s important for us to raise our affection for Christ is that the obedience that flows from love never settles for anything less than compete obedience.  In verse 8, Moses writes:  “You shall therefore keep the whole commandment that I command you today….”  Obedience without love will easily settle for mere outward, public obedience, which is calculated to impress others.  Obedience without love will drive a wedge between the public and the private life, a shattering of one’s fundamental integrity.  A woman once saw the actor, Robert Redford, in a hotel lobby.  She caught up to him as he stepped onto the elevator, and asked, “Are you the real Robert Redford?”  As the door closed between them, he replied, “Only in private.”  Obedience without love creates a public and a private life, while affection for God brings consistency and integrity.  

So, with that by way of review and introduction, let’s look at our text and let God’s truth enflame our affection for Christ, which will impel us into obedience to Christ.   We must obey Christ (imperative) because of what he has done, is doing, and will do (indicative).  

I.  HIS FAITHFULNESS IN THE PAST.  


I remind you of that key word, “Consider.”  Here is a signal that Moses is delivering truth, the kind of truth that is calculated to create action and response.  Considering God’s faithfulness in the past will help to enflame godly affections.  So let’s consider together.


A.  Consider God’s past redemption.  “2  And consider today (since I am not speaking to your children who have not known or seen it), consider the discipline of the LORD your God, his greatness, his mighty hand and his outstretched arm, 3  his signs and his deeds that he did in Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt and to all his land, 4  and what he did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and to their chariots, how he made the water of the Red Sea flow over them as they pursued after you, and how the LORD has destroyed them to this day….”  Israel had been kept enslaved in Egypt, and were being systematically exterminated, a true genocide.  But God delivered them with his “signs and deeds,” referring to the plagues on Egypt.  And the point is that their slave masters will never again pose a threat to them, for they were all swallowed up in the Red Sea as it flowed over them.  The danger was eliminated forever.  


On this side of the cross, we recognize that our hope has been even more wonderfully established in Christ.  Our real enemy, the far more destructive and devastating enemy, which makes the Egyptian taskmasters look mild, our real enemy has been once and for all, decisively and completely eradicated.  The fact is that we were enslaved to sin, facing eternal extermination in the everlasting lake of fire.  But instead, our sins, the sins that openly testified against us, were nailed to the cross with Christ, and they all died in him.  They have no power any longer.  In language that points to the finality of our forgiveness in Christ, Paul writes in Colossians 2:  “13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14  by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.”

Even if we were to forget for the moment the reconciliation with God, the imputation or crediting to our account Christ’s perfect righteousness, and the place in heaven Jesus has purchased for us, just the forgiveness of our sins alone would be cause enough for everlasting wonder and gratitude.  In Christ, God has rescued you from guilt, from shame, from the sentence of eternal death that was hanging over your head.  Your whole life can now be one great, joyful sigh of relief.  What is there to fear when your worst nightmare has been prevented?  


B.  But there’s more, for we have known God’s past provision.  God has cared for us all the days of our life, just as he cared for Israel in the wilderness.  “5  and what he did to you in the wilderness, until you came to this place….”  Israel had made Egypt their home for 400 years.  They were slaves, but still it was a home.  After the mighty plagues, Israel was ordered to leave, never to return.  So when Israel was expelled from Egypt, even though they were free, they were not yet home.  They were cast out into the hostile and unforgiving wilderness.  


And that is an exact parallel to our situation.  We have been set free from sin.  But we are not yet at home.  We are still in the wilderness, and God goes with us in our midst.  The Lord provided for them:  the bread of heaven, manna, for nourishment and, on more than one occasion, life-giving water from the rock to slake their raging thirst.  Our Lord Jesus applied these two truths to himself.  “I am the bread of life,” he declared.  And “I am the living water.”  Our privilege in Christ, our provision is far better, beyond imagination:  bread that gives eternal life, water that is life itself, drinking life! 


C.  We can consider God’s past redemption, his past provision, and his past protection.  Israel faced a danger far worse than the Egyptians:  it was the apostasy and false teaching of those who counseled rebellion against the Lord:  Dathan and Abiram.  Yet the Lord protected his people from them as well.  “(And consider today… )6  what he did to Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, son of Reuben, how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households, their tents, and every living thing that followed them, in the midst of all Israel. 7  For your eyes have seen all the great work of the LORD that he did.”  Notice God caused them to be swallowed up by the earth just as the sea had swallowed up the Egyptians.  They were tempting Israel to forsake the Lord, but the Lord mightily protected them.

And the Lord has protected you as well.  He has seen to it that you have been led to a faithful church which holds fast to the word of life.  He has protected you from the heretics and false teachers that abound in our day.  From the stage of the largest church in North America (from the stage and not from the pulpit, since he does not actually preach), thousands upon thousands expose themselves week after week to the spiritual poison of Joel Osteen’s motivational speeches.  He teaches you that it’s all about you and that you should be most concerned about becoming the best you.  It is really hard to distinguish his subtly, “become the best you,” from the serpent’s crafty promise in the garden, “You shall be as gods.”  It’s the same message, with better lighting and a whiter smile, but it’s the very same message, and thousands drink it in each week.  The Lord has protected you from this grave danger to your soul.  Don’t you love him for that? 


But even more, he provides 
II. HIS UNFAILING HELP IN THE PRESENT.

Consider verse 8:  “You shall therefore keep the whole commandment that I command you today, that you may be strong, and go in and take possession of the land that you are going over to possess….”  

A.  If I would put this truth in terms of the indicative and the imperative, I would say, “Since God gives strength through obedience, we must obey him.”  Notice that God still take the initiative, God acts first.  He has established that he will give you strength as you obey him, and he then calls you to respond with obedience.  


God calls us, woos us forward with the promise of additional strength as we walk with him in obedience.  Did you ever think about that? You are weakest when you are furthest from God.  Obedience, walking in close fellowship with the Lord increases our strength.  Jesus said in the Great Commission, “All power has been given unto me.”  So, if you want to be truly powerful and effective, then stay close to Christ and do what he says. 


B.  This would be graphically demonstrated to Israel in the coming months.  The first city they were to attack was Jericho, which they did easily, with not one casualty to Israel.  The next city was even smaller, Ai, but this city they were unable to take, and, in fact, several Israelite solders were killed.  Why? Because of the disobedience of one man, Achan.  He coveted and took for himself some of the loot from Jericho, which God had forbidden.  They had walked away from his help by their disobedience, and so they were weakened.  Achan’s sin cut them off from God’s favor and blessing and they were overcome.  


Now look at this positively, and let this truth set you soaring into obedience:  the more you obey, the closer you walk with Christ, the stronger he will make you to accomplish all that he has for you.  So consider God’s unfailing promise of help in the present.  Psalm 46:1 says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  

And we must also consider…
III. HIS GRACIOUS PROMISE FOR THE FUTURE.  


A.  Consider the glorious future God pictures for his people (for us):  “8 “You shall therefore keep the whole commandment that I command you today, that you may be strong, and go in and take possession of the land that you are going over to possess, 9  and that you may live long in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give to them and to their offspring, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10  For the land that you are entering to take possession of it is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and irrigated it, like a garden of vegetables. (You had to work hard and care for the land.  But the Lord himself cares for the Promised Land.) 11  But the land that you are going over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water by the rain from heaven, 12  a land that the LORD your God cares for. The eyes of the LORD your God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year.

B.  We don’t think about heaven enough.  One of the reasons we lack affection for God is because we do not much consider the truth about what he has promised us.  In some ways we have been shamed into not thinking about heaven by those in the church who insist that we are to be all about cultural transformation, and that thinking about heaven or dwelling on our everlasting hope will somehow render us ineffective for service in this life.  This criticism is often summarized by saying that someone is “too heavenly minded to be of any earthly good.”  I would challenge you to find one person today who is “too heavenly minded to be of any earthly good.” I can scarcely find anyone who thinks about or who will talk about heaven at all.  But if you can find one, and I doubt that you can, I can show you millions of church members in America who are “so worldly minded that they are of no use to heaven.” 

If you will survey the history of the church, you will find that it was precisely those who thought much of God’s promise of eternal life who did the most for the kingdom here on earth.  Only someone who understands the logic of Jesus’ question, “What shall it profit a man if he should gain the whole world and yet lose his own soul?” only that person would dare give up his life, throw it away for the sake of the kingdom of God.  Only a person who believes and thinks on the hope of the resurrection and eternal life would dare spend his life serving others, expecting nothing in return, because he believes that his “heavenly Father who sees in secret will reward him.”  

So I’m convinced that the greater problem is not being too heavenly-minded, but the far greater danger is worldliness.  And we need to glory in God’s gracious promise for the future!  

CONCLUSION

John writes in 1 John 3:  “2  Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3  And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”  The truth of our glorious hope in the life to come enflames our affections, and those affection impel us to purity—to obedience.  
(
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