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TRUTH, AFFECTION, AND OBEDIENCE 
(Deuteronomy 10:12-22)

SUBJECT:  Grace


F.C.F:  Why should I have no other gods before him?
PROPOSITION: Because God has forgiven our sins, we must 
have no other gods before him.   
INTRODUCTION:


A.  It is so obviously true that it hardly needs saying, but I will say it anyhow:  “Doing what you are supposed to do is much easier when you really want to do it.”  I love to eat crab legs.  Nobody has to command me to eat crab legs.  If you set a plate of crab legs in front of me your biggest concern should be how to get out of the way fast enough, or I might bite you in my haste.  I will always eat them, and I will eat all of them.  And the reason is because I dearly love to eat them.  


On the other hand, I hate to eat glorified rice.  I hate it.  You would have to command me to eat it with severe warnings and threats, and even after that, I wouldn’t do it.  So there should be no doubt whatsoever that “Doing what you are supposed to do is much easier when you really want to do it.”  


B.  In our study of Deuteronomy we are in the section of commentary on the first commandment.  In Chapter 5, Moses once again gave the Law, the Ten Commandments, the stipulations of the covenant.  And in chapters 6-26, God gives us a commentary on those Ten Commandments, in order.  The first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before me,” or positively stated, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and strength” is explained in the largest section, chapters 6-11.  Here in chapter 10 we find incentives for keeping this commandment.  And the question really is this:  How can we come to the place where we really want to obey this commandment?  How can we learn to love to keep this commandment? What frame of heart do we need so that it becomes easy to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, and strength? That’s the counsel the Lord gives in this section.  He prefaces it with these words:     


“12  “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13  and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good?”  So there it is:  a restatement of the first commandment.  That’s a tall order! How can we learn to want to do it? 


C.  Let me remind you of an important principle:  It is truth that enflames affection.  And it is affection that impels obedience.  So what we need is solid truth, great truth, astonishing, jaw-dropping, marvelous truth, which will enflame passion, which will in turn impel obedience.  Or, stated another way, if we are commanded to love God, then we need to know what is truly lovely about God.  And when we know what is lovely about God, we will more easily and more genuinely and lastingly love him.  


So first we find the call to 

I. WONDER IN HIS GRACIOUSNESS.


A.  There is a contrast in verses 14-15 that should draw us into this sense of wonder.  “14  Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. 15  Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.”  The contrast is between the incalculable greatness of God and his choosing the insignificant Israel to be his people.  


To the Lord belong “heaven and the heaven of heavens,” that is, the highest heaven.  The effect is to speak of completeness, all of the heavens.  Also to the Lord belong “the earth and all that is in it.”  The effect is the same, to point to the totality of all the earth and all its furnishings and treasures, but especially all of its peoples and nations—they are all his as well.  And the result of both is that God could not possibly have any outstanding, unmet need.  What more could he need? What more could anyone supply him since he already possesses all things?  


B.  You and I need to dwell on that truth and meditate on it to be sure we allow the gravity of it all to impact us.  All things belong to God.  God is never lacking in any supply.  He is perfectly complete and content in himself, all-satisfied and all-blessed in himself, wanting for nothing.  He doesn’t sleep because he never tires.  He doesn’t learn because he knows all things.  He needs no help for he is all-powerful.  He never ages, for he is eternal.  He never gets bored, for he is not boring.  He is changeless, need-less, tireless, want-less, ageless, haste-less, and fretless.  


C.  And yet he has chosen Israel upon which to set his favor and delight.  “15  Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.”  J.A. Thompson writes:  “Why should Israel respond to Yahweh her God with such complete allegiance?  The depths are plumbed in the answer that follows. It was not merely because of his saving acts or because Israel’s good was bound up with such obedience.  The real reason was more profound.  Israel was to love God because God first loved her….Were he to seek for the companionship of men we might expect him to choose great and powerful nations.  But he who inhabits eternity (Isa. 57:15), to whom belong the cattle on a thousand hills (Ps. 50:10), and before whom the nations are as a drop from a bucket (Isa. 40:15), loved Israel above all others.  Here is deep mystery.”


D.  I think you are biblically literate enough to anticipate the transition that we must make on this side of the New Testament.  If anything, we understand the mystery to be even more profound.  For the church is the new Israel, the new people of God.  And God has not only chosen us in love above all the peoples of the earth, he has acted in his Son to purchase us for himself.  He can have anything he wants, anything at all, yet in love he chose us before the foundation of the world to be rescued and redeemed in Christ.  Paul writes in Ephesians 1, in a sentence that should be bracketed with exclamation points: “3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.”  The word in that sentence that should create the most astonishment is “us” or “we”:  “3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.”  Why us?

This is an important principle:  truth enflames affection and affection impels obedience.  We must wonder in his graciousness; and we must …
II. SURRENDER TO HIS GOODNESS. 


A.  God’s goodness, his fairness, justice, care for the powerless and the downtrodden lends more impetus to obedience.  Moses explains:  “16  Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. 17  For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. 18  He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 19  Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.”

B. God’s goodness is incorruptible.  He is not partial and takes no bribes.  Since he possesses the “heaven of heavens” and “the earth and all that is in it,” it is hard to see what anyone could offer as God as bribe.  But in view here is God’s justice, his absolute fairness, and his coming to the aid of those who are disadvantaged.  He insures justice for the “fatherless and the widow,” those most helpless and vulnerable in a male-oriented culture.  And he loves the “sojourner,” the displaced person, those absent from their true homeland, providing for them.  They should call to mind how he has cared for them when they were sojourning in Egypt, how he provided for them.  He still cares for the sojourner, and that’s why God calls them to love the displaced persons they find in the Promised Land.  

Moses tells them to “circumcise the foreskin of your heart.”  An uncircumcised heart was one that was closed to God’s will and Word, and so failed to surrender to him.  That which hinders must be cut away, which is the literal meaning of circumcision.  The stubborn refusal to give God his due, to acknowledge his goodness and submit to him must be removed.  This is done by accepting the truth of God’s goodness.  


C.  Many people refuse to submit to God because deep down they do not trust him.  They believe that if they live a surrendered life of obedience they will have to endure unfathomable misery, boredom, and dullness beyond reason.  To go a bit further, most Christians do not share the Gospel, the good news with others, because deep down they do not really think it is good news.  Listen, truly good news fills us with so much joy that it is nearly impossible to keep it a secret.  Remember the good news that your first child was on the way? You could not contain yourself.  You could not wait to tell others.  The Gospel is incomparably better news than that.  The problem is that we don’t really believe it, and in this case error and ignorance create fear, and fear drives disobedience.  


And so we must therefore circumcise the foreskin of our hearts.  We must use God’s truth to slice away this stupidity so that his truth can enflame affection, and affection can impel obedience.  


We must wonder in his graciousness, we must surrender to his goodness, and we must,

III. FEAR HIM FOR HIS GREATNESS.


A.  Listen to verses 20-22:  “20  You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 21  He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. 22  Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars of heaven.”  You hear at the end the report that God has indeed kept his promise to Abraham.  Abraham did not even have a son yet, and God had promised to make him into a mighty nation.  How could he believe it?  So God took him out at night and showed him the stars.  God said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” (Genesis 15:5)  Here Moses says, “Promise kept.”  


B.  And he formed this nation in Egypt.  They went down there only seventy persons in all, and now they are on the threshold of the Promised Land, an innumerable people.  It was God’s greatness that has done this.  God always does great things, for God is great.  And by the way, after Abraham saw all those stars, it is recorded that he then “believed (put his trust in) the Lord, and (the Lord) counted it to him as righteousness.”  What God wants most of all is for you to believe him.  Truth enflames affection, and affection impels obedience.  And so we must come to grips with the greatness of our God.  Big God, little problems; little god, BIG problems.  The trouble with idolatry is not only that false gods cannot really help us, but that false gods are just not interesting enough to keep our attention.  We must meditate on the greatness of God.


Truth empowers affection, and affection impels obedience.  So it all begins with truth.  We need a steady infusion, a continual supply of truth to kindle our affection, so that our affection will regularly inspire obedience.  It all begins with truth.

APPLICATION


1.  So that means we need to be regularly under the God-centered, Christ-focused preaching of the Word.  It is a steady diet of hearing the Word in faith that will be the wind in our sails; that will keep our affection glowing and our obedience growing.  The preached truth more than anything enflames our affection for God.


2.  But so does the sung truth.  Singing the truths of God helps likewise to stir up godly affections.  Generally speaking, the older hymns have an advantage over the newer choruses here.  The older hymns tend to be rich in truth, and, when set to an appropriate melody, that truth sung tends to rouse the Christian’s spirit.  The newer choruses generally may be emotionally engaging, but without the full dose of truth, the feeling quickly fades.  Of course there are many weak hymns, and there are some very strong choruses, so this is just a generalization.  


I want to encourage you to sing God’s truth as much as you can:  in your car, on the tractor, in the barn or shed or shower, sing the deep things of God over and over, so that truth will enflame affection, and affection will impel obedience.  

CONCLUSION


This past June, a full grown mountain lion got into Ana Lee Spray's garage in Riverside County, California.  The fearsome creature was cornered and held at bay for 45 minutes by her three Chihuahuas, yapping at it relentlessly. Eventually, animal control officers arrived and removed the grateful lion.  A mountain lion was completely overwhelmed by three little Chihuahuas.  

Almighty God here presents three aspects of his glory:  his graciousness, his goodness, and his greatness.  Let these three truths enflame your affection, so that your affection will impel obedience, so that you will have no other gods before him, and you will love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and strength.    
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