0909-13P


                        


ALL OF GRACE 
(Deuteronomy 9:1-6)

SUBJECT:  Grace


F.C.F:  How can we accomplish what God has called us to do?
PROPOSITION: Since God is gracious, we can serve him 
confidently.   
INTRODUCTION:


A.  We must remember that the Christian faith is absolutely unique.  There are several different religions in the world, and countless minor expressions of them.  But all of these religions have one thing in common:  they are all man-made, made up.  They are all human attempts to satisfy the inborn religious impulse.  Instinctively we know that God is there, that he has made us, that he commands us to live righteous lives, that we don’t do it, and that there is a judgment coming.  That’s why there are so many religions and why the vast majority of people in the world are religious.  

Some of these religions teach that god is impersonal, that he is the original force, or that all things, including us, are a part of god and that we are making our way back to join with god.  Other religions teach that there are many gods, that these gods have their own agendas, and that they must be served and placated through obedience or sacrifices or both, but somehow we need to cozy up to them.  Still other religions teach that there is one god, that we have somehow become estranged from this god, and that we must do good works to find our way back into his favor.  


B.  But the Christian faith, the only religion revealed by the one true God is much different.  The Bible teaches that, yes, there is one God, who, yes, is holy and righteous, and, yes, is offended by our sins so that we have become estranged from him.  But the uniqueness of the biblical faith is that God himself has made the way back to reconciliation and peace.  God himself came in the man Jesus Christ.  He always did what was right and fully pleased his heavenly Father, earning the right to eternal life.  And then he offered the final sacrifice of his own life to serve the sentence for our sins and made forgiveness possible.  


C.  And this reconciliation and re-union with God which we call salvation, including the gifts of righteousness and full forgiveness for sins, all of this is received as a gift, by simply trusting God’s promise to save us in Jesus Christ.  The uniqueness of the one and only true religion is that it is all of grace.   

And this theme is not simply a New Testament teaching, but is wonderfully reported all through the Bible.  Our text today demonstrates that God’s salvation is truly all of grace.  We are studying through the book of Deuteronomy, the final speeches of Moses to the new generation of God’s people who will enter the land and take possession of what God has promised.  We read this with great interest because in the Old Testament we have foreshadowed for us a living picture of our faith in Christ.  And even though we look for a heavenly country in the age to come instead of an earthly Promised Land of Canaan, still, our hope is assured by the grace of God.  

In these instructions Moses makes it very clear that their future rests completely on the grace of God.  And so does ours.  We find 1) Grace in Service; which is based on 2) Grace in Salvation.  Moses clearly shows us that 

I. THE LORD WILL FIGHT FOR US.

II. THE LORD HAS FOUGHT FOR US.  

I. THE LORD WILL FIGHT FOR US.


A.  God calls his people to take possession of what he has promised them.  But the Lord makes it very clear that he is calling them to an impossible task.  1 “Hear, O Israel: you are to cross over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than yourselves, cities great and fortified up to heaven, 2  a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you have heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the sons of Anak?’”  This doesn’t sound like your typical motivational speech from the coach to his players just before the big game.  In fact, it sounds downright discouraging, and it is meant to be.  The Lord details just why this task is impossible, and it’s three-strikes-you’re-out.  


Strike number one is that the nations already inhabiting the land of Canaan are “nations greater and mightier than yourselves.”  They are going up against a superior military force, with superior weaponry, on their home territory, and so forth.  Strike two is that these nations are untouchable, they rest secure in “cities great and fortified up to heaven.” Humanly speaking, the technology to break into those fortified cities did not yet exist.  And the third and final strike against them was that the inhabitants of the land  “a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you have heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the sons of Anak?’”  Man for man, the enemy was far superior.  Israel did not stand a chance.  


By the way, Moses virtually quotes the fathers of this people.  They had said the same things 40 years earlier when they faithlessly refused to enter the Land.  Moses lays it out before them.  God does not sugar coat it, or minimize the task.  Humanly speaking, it was impossible.  


Serving God with any hope whatsoever of accomplishing what he commands us is all of grace.  God asks us to do what is truly impossible.  We must be convinced of this.  Our confidence in service is in the truth that the Lord will fight for us.  “3  Know therefore today that he who goes over before you as a consuming fire is the LORD your God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive them out and make them perish quickly, as the LORD has promised you.”

B.  What fight are we talking about? Of course in the Old Testament the struggle was a literal, earthly fight against enemies.  The fight was to destroy a people and subdue a land.  Now “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood” (Eph. 6:12).  Now it is a fight to save a people and to subdue our own sinful hearts.  This is to the essence of our struggle:  “thy kingdom come and thy will be done.”  It is to win people for Christ, and live more and more obediently before him, both of which are utterly impossible in human strength alone.  You cannot change another person’s heart and make them surrender in faith to Jesus Christ.  Only God can change a heart.  In fact, you cannot even change your own heart and make it submit to Christ!  You might as well try to conquer “nations greater and mightier than yourselves, cities great and fortified up to heaven, 2  a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you know, and of whom you have heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the sons of Anak?’”  Serving God, accomplishing what he calls you to cannot be done in human strength.  But God can easily do what is humanly impossible.  That’s why serving him is all of grace.  


C.  Take the term “elect,” a good biblical word that refers to the sinners God has chosen to save through Christ from the foundation of the world.  There is a definite number of those whom God has chosen to save.  That number, each one, has been chosen from before the world began.  Every one will be saved through faith in God’s Son in the time that God has appointed.  That means, of course, that all of the elect will be saved, and that none of those who have not been chosen will be saved, nor can they be saved.  They will not believe, they will not confess Christ and surrender to him, they will not receive his gift of salvation, and so they will perish in their sins, because that’s what they want most of all.  


Now that one biblical truth changes everything.  What is evangelism?  Is it devising clever ways to convince people to give Jesus a try? Is it exerting the right kinds of pressure under the right kinds of circumstances so that unwilling people will go ahead and believe?  Not at all.  Evangelism is proclaiming Christ, telling the story of his love, of his cross, and offering the gift of reconciliation with God through him.  The elect will respond to that message in time, those who are not elect will never respond to it.  But it changes the nature of our task.  It is to obey God and proclaim Jesus as the only Savior as clearly and as compellingly as we can, and to let the Lord fight for us.  


The Israelites were afraid to try to conquer the Canaanites because they thought it was all up to them, and under those circumstances, it was impossible.  But they needed to know that it was really all up to God, that they simply needed to trust and obey him, and God would do the rest.  They simply needed to be in motion.  God would not conquer the nations until they crossed the Jordan, but when they did, they could not be stopped.  And God will not save people apart from Christ and his Gospel, and he has appointed us to go and share it.  We need to be in motion, praying and witnessing for Christ.  


D.  And when we do, we cannot be stopped, all of the elect will be saved, not one, not a single one will be lost, because God will save them all.  And, by the way, I’ve read the Old Testament, and what I can report to you is that insofar as the Old Testament people of God believed God and obeyed him, the were never, never, not once, ever defeated, never.  This is all our hope and confidence:  the Lord will fight for you.  In every work to which God has called you, let this be your courage and hope:  the Lord will fight for you.  

II. THE LORD HAS FOUGHT FOR US.


A.  The reason why it is so crucial that we attribute all of our salvation and success in service to God’s grace is because it will guard us against the fatal sin of pride.  And here’s where the Christian faith becomes counter intuitive, not what we would expect.  We define maturity in terms of independence.  As parents we know that that little baby needs us for everything.  But in time they grow up, they learn to feed themselves, wash themselves, and much later they get their own jobs and separate from us because they are able to make it on their own.  And this is how we think of maturity:  independence.  


But growing in Christ is just the opposite.  Christian maturity is increasingly recognizing our complete dependence on God.  If ever we get to the point where we say, “Okay, God, I can handle this on my own,” spiritually we should be back in diapers again, wearing a bib, because we’re going to make a mess of things. 


B.  I need to walk very carefully here, because I’m not talking about quietism.  There is a heresy, a false teaching called quietism that says that we should do nothing at all and let God do all things.  Sometimes this false teaching uses the phrase, “Let go and let God.”  This distortion of the faith imagines that the ideal position for the Christian is something almost to the point of a nap, just resting, and letting God do all the work.  If that were true, then you are really unnecessary.  God has determined to do the work through you.  


And this kind of partnership we see all through the Bible.  The story of Gideon in the book of Judges demonstrates this, for example.  Gideon called out the troops to go to war against the invading Midianite hordes.  Thirty-two thousand showed up.  God said, “That’s too many.  With an army that large, people might get the impression that you won the battle on your own.”  So eventually God whittled the force down to 300 men, impossible odds against the countless thousands of Midianite soldiers.  But notice, God did not then command the 300 to go home and take a nap while He destroyed the enemy.  They still had to fight them, but God gave them success.  


Our Lord Jesus preached to the crowds to the point of exhaustion.  The Apostle Paul went from city to city and made his best case everywhere that Jesus was the Christ.  He suffered persecution and abuse and worked tirelessly, day and night, to establish and build up the churches.  Why?  He explained it in Colossians 1:28-29:  “28  Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29  For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.”  The church is built up, Paul spends himself in fruitful labor, and all the glory goes to God.    


C.  Here’s how Moses describes it:  “4  “Do not say in your heart, after the LORD your God has thrust them out before you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that the LORD has brought me in to possess this land,’ whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving them out before you. 5  Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm the word that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”  The reason why God is giving them the land is that the wickedness of the peoples has now reached its full measure.  


Four hundred years before, God had told their forefather, Abraham that his descendants could not yet take possession of the Promised Land (Genesis 15:13-16).  “13  Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14  But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve (Egypt), and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15  As for yourself, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16  And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”  But now it is complete, and God’s judgment is going to fall on them.  Israel will execute his judgment.  


D.  So it was not because Israel was so righteous that they deserve to take the good land, only that the inhabitants of the land are now under judgment. In fact, if you want to know the truth, God says, you are not righteous at all.  “6  “Know, therefore, that the LORD your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a stubborn people.”  The truth is that Israel was far from righteous and was, instead, a “stiff-necked” people.  The image there is of a stubborn farm animal which will not do as commanded.  

There is no basis for this deadly pride because salvation is all of grace.  We are stiff-necked, we have rebelled and continue to rebel against God.  And yet God has fought for us.  Christ has fought the battle for our souls.  He has given his Holy Spirit so that we would believe and be saved.  
(
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