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GOD’S TREASURED POSSESSION 
(Deuteronomy 7:1-11)
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F.C.F: 
PROPOSITION:    
INTRODUCTION:


A.  Let’s suppose you were going to explore an uncharted country.  You nothing about that country, its people and customs, but wanted to come to a full understanding of it.  As I see it there would be a couple of ways to commence your investigation.  One way would be the gradual approach from the outside.  Perhaps you would go to the neighboring lands and try to learn what you could about this country.  Then you would cross the border and slowly work your way inland until, eventually, you got a good sense of what this people was all about. 

The other way would be to work your way from the inside out.  You could perhaps parachute into the middle of the land, right to the heart of it, and then move outward, discovering how the heart of this people worked itself out in practical terms.  Each method has its advantages and disadvantages, its attractions and liabilities. 


B. When it comes to our text for this evening, I suggest that the latter method would be most productive.  There is in the heart of this Scripture text a truth that is utterly astonishing, so astonishing that it will revolutionize how we think and feel and behave.  If we approach this text from the outside, we might find ourselves confused, troubled, even turned off.  But if we start in the middle, then it all comes together and makes perfect sense.  This singular, amazing truth puts all the rest into perspective, so let’s jump right in.


C.  As a reminder, we are studying the book of Deuteronomy, the last of the five books of Moses.  It contains a series of messages Moses delivered at the age of 120, shortly before they were to enter the Promised Land and take possession of what God had promised them.  These speeches of Moses look backwards, rehearsing God’s faithful dealings with his people, but also look forward to the new life God will give them in the “land flowing with milk and honey.”  And Moses also reviews God’s law with them, his good and righteous commandments that they might enjoy his favor and live long in the land.  


Let’s jump right in and examine this wonderful truth that was for them, but is for us as well as the continuing people of God.

I.  GOD’S TREASURED POSSESSION. (7:6)


A.  The astonishing truth, as we said, is right in the middle of our text, in verse 6:  “6  “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”  The amazing announcement that is so laden with potential and meaning is that we are God’s “treasured possession.”  Think about all you know of God, the Maker of all things, the One who is above all his creation, who upholds everything with his mighty power, who controls every creature so that it does precisely what he has determined it should do, for he works out everything according to the purpose of his will: This God has a treasured possession.  And if you know Christ, you are a part of that treasured possession.  This phrase combines the ideas of “personal ownership” and “cherished value.”  God takes personal ownership of you because you are so highly valued.  If you thoroughly digest the wonder of this truth, then I promise that you will have to work very hard in order to live at anything less than fullness of joy.  God takes ownership of you because he so highly cherishes you.  Let’s ask some questions to tease out how truly remarkable this is.  


1.  What could God possibly treasure?  What could God value?  To treasure something is to place high value upon it, and usually because it is unique, or rare, or has some special meaning to us.  God made all things.  He could make many more things.  God made you and me, and it would not tax him at all to make a million of you or me.  We are not unique, or rare, there are billions of people like us.  In the next generation, think of it, there will be billions more.  Yet for some reason God has chosen to set his affections on us, to take personal ownership of us because he so highly treasures us.  


And think about it:  you take very good care of your treasured possessions, if you have any.  I read of a missionary family who got robbed so often that they finally put all of their valuable belongings in safekeeping and filled their apartment with secondhand junk.  They had no valued possessions, so they didn’t care if they got robbed.  And the robbers soon learned that they had nothing worth stealing.  But notice that they put their treasured possessions in safekeeping, where they would be secure, untouchable.  Now think about that and consider that God declares that you are his treasured possession.  Do you realize now how safe you are as GOD’S treasured possession?  We sometimes sing that hymn, “God Will Take Care of You.”  But now we understand why:  because he has taken personal possession of you since he so highly values you.  Astonishing!


2.  Let’s ask a different question.  You know how much you might have to pay to GAIN a treasured possession.  But how much would you have to pay to BECOME a treasured possession?  To gain a treasured possession, I mean a real treasure, you might have to work all your life. and scrimp and save, and live in poverty, and wisely invest your savings, and hope that they multiply quickly, and then, after all of that, you might perhaps have enough to buy that treasure.  Maybe.  


But how much would you have to pay to BECOME a treasured possession?  The answer is nothing.  There is nothing you could do to cause another to set their everlasting affection on you and become their treasured possession.  You might be able to win the affections of a dog; they don’t seem to be so choosy.  But not a cat.  No one has ever become the treasured possession of a cat.  They seem to treasure only themselves.  And yet GOD declares that somehow you have become his treasured possession.  For some reason he has set his everlasting affection on you.  He has taken personal possession of you, he will protect you to the end, and he will work all things together for you good.  You have my permission to say, “Hallelujah!”   

B.  Now this astonishing truth really changes everything, and, once this is fully digested, nothing can ever be the same.  As we make our way outward from the center of this wonderful, uncharted country, we find that this central affirmation has a radical impact on the whole. But God draws two applications in close context:  one that relates to how we live, and the other to how we feel.  We’ll look at the last first. 
II. GOD’S PRIVILEGED PERSONS (7:7-11)


A.  Once you grasp this truth that is beyond hope, almost beyond belief, you will find in it an inexhaustible well-spring of joy.  But more specifically, this well of joy relates to a sense of remarkable privilege, yet one that is utterly free from the deadly poison of pride, which is sometimes called “self-esteem.”  

One of the consistent characteristics of the members of the early church was an abiding sense of joy.  Their joy flowed freely from the hope they shared in Jesus.  He was God’s promised Son and Messiah, come to earth to rescue them.  He had reconciled them to God through is self-sacrifice on their behalf, and had risen from the dead to prove his ability to save them from death, judgment, and hell.  God had done something remarkable, and somehow they had been included in on it.  No wonder they were joyful.  And another central characteristic was that of humility.  In fact, their joy was more pure because it did not contain any trace of the poison of pride.  The reason that pride had been excluded was because they recognized that their salvation was entirely by God’s grace, that they had done nothing at all to earn or to deserve salvation, so they simply responded to God with unalloyed gratitude and love for saving them.   

B.  Our text makes this truth abundantly clear:  “7  It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8  but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”   God underscores that there was nothing about them to commend themselves.  They were not the most numerous, nor the most sophisticated, nor the most pious, nor the most clever.  In fact, they were slaves, under the heavy hand of Pharaoh.  They were of the lowest class of despised rejects.  Yet they were loved because God chose them and bound himself to them with promises to their ancestors.  So they were ransomed from slavery, misery and destruction in Egypt.  

And they were ransomed unto God.  This is how God describes himself.  “9  Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, 10  and repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face.”  They were ransomed unto the faithful, covenant-keeping God of steadfast love.  They were ransomed from his terrible, retributive wrath.  


C.  By the way, Moses says that they were “ransomed.”  This refers to a sum of money paid in exchange for a life.  He does not say to whom the ransom was paid.  We would have to wait until the coming of Christ and his paying the ransom price of his own blood on the cross to understand the value of the ransom, and that it was paid in order to satisfy the righteous wrath of God.  It was a ransom paid to God.  


If you would likewise walk in this joy, this sense of highest privilege kept pure and unspoiled from the poison of pride, you must likewise dwell each day in the shelter of grace, recognizing yourself as a ransomed slave to sin, and God’s treasured possession, and all that because of nothing you had done to earn or deserve it.  
III. GOD’S HOLY PEOPLE. (7:1-5)


A.  And there is one more implication of this astonishing truth as you make your way out from the center of this country, as you see this truth and its transforming effect.  Because you are God’s treasured possession, he calls you to live according to the value he has placed on you.  Verse 6 begins with an explanatory preposition or purpose clause:  “6  “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”  The word “for” here means that what follows gives the reason for what precedes.  In verses 1-5, God has commanded his people to live for him when they enter the Promised Land.  

B.  When they take possession of the land, they will find a wicked people already living there.  And they are to destroy that wicked people.  Does that bother you? It shouldn’t.  God has placed them under his judgment.  God could have used a flood, or hail, or disease, or pestilence, to judge these wicked peoples and bring them to his bar of judgment.  But in this instance he has commanded his people to be the arm of his vengeance.  1 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier than yourselves, 2  and when the LORD your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them.”

This judgment is also intended to have a sanitizing effect.  To allow these wicked people to linger and intermingle as neighbors would expose God’s people to the temptation to idolatry.  “3  You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, 4  for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. 5  But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire.”

C.  There is, of course, no direct correspondence to this in the New Testament age.  The church is indeed a mighty army, but we are forbidden to bear the sword.  We are to conquer all the earth with the love of Christ and the message of pardon and peace in the Gospel.  We are not only to love our neighbor, but even our enemies, and allow them to misuse us if they do so for the sake of Christ.  The right application for today is that we are to break with sin, to set our affections on the Lord alone, and not let any other god intrude.  Since we are God’s holy people and treasured possession, we need to life a life worthy of the calling we have received in Christ.  

I want to tell you a lawyer joke, not because I have any particular case against lawyers, but because they are so good-natured that they can laugh at themselves (and I also enjoy, and have heard, a plethora of preacher jokes).  You have perhaps heard that laboratories are no longer using rats for experimentation, and are using lawyers instead, and that is for three reasons.  First, there are more lawyers than there are rats.  Second, because the technicians do not become so attached to the lawyers.  And third, because there are some things that rats won’t do.  

And what Moses is saying is that there are some things that God’s people just won’t do.  Beloved, child of God, sin is beneath you.  It is just not becoming.  It does not fit the high and holy character that God is creating in you.  It does not measure up to the high value God has placed on you.  As he has set his affection on you, so you set your affections on him.   
(
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