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REFORMING OUR RELATIONSHIP 
(Deuteronomy 6:1-9)

SUBJECT:  


F.C.F: 
PROPOSITION:    
INTRODUCTION:


A.  The story is told of a business seminar and the introduction of the main speaker.  The emcee said, “Our keynote speaker needs no introduction.  Even in these difficult economic times, he made $2 million dollars last year in the Oklahoma cattle business.”  When the speaker came to the microphone, he was a little embarrassed.  “I have a few corrections to make on that introduction,” he said.  “First of all, it was Texas, not Oklahoma.  Secondly, it was in oil, not in cattle.  Third, it was a loss of two million, not a gain.  And finally, it was not me, it was my brother.”  

We need to get our facts straight, especially in our relationship with God.  Sometimes we simply follow tradition without first asking where that tradition came from, or whether the tradition is right.  That’s why we keep on studying the Bible, God’s infallible Word.  The church is first formed by the Word.  And then, through neglect and the attacks of the evil one, the church often becomes de-formed.  And so we need to be continually re-forming the church according to the Word of God.  And a vital part of that re-forming work is to examine critically our various traditions and understandings to see if they truly accord with what God teaches.  


B.  In our text from Deuteronomy we are given an opportunity to reexamine some common understandings or perhaps misunderstandings and sharpen them up according to God’s changeless and unfailing Word.  And these concerns are not secondary, but really strike to the vitals of our relationship with God, touching his nature and character and how we are to relate to him.  This is an important text in Deuteronomy.  A portion of it,  verses 4-9, is called the “shema” by the Jews and is recited daily by the faithful in their prayers.  Verse 4 is an absolute statement of monotheism, acknowledging and worshiping only one God.  This is a characteristic of Judaism which set it apart from the polytheistic religions around it.  In fact, the later Romans were so used to dealing with many gods that they accused the Christians of being “atheists” since they worshiped only one God.  

So let’s consider three significant corrections. 

I.  LOVE FOR GOD MEANS FEAR, NOT PRESUMPTION.  


A.  This text gives two purposes for God’s commands.  At first glance these goals seem quite different.  But upon further examination, we learn a great truth.  I’m going to read verses 1-2, and you listen for the stated purpose for God’s command.  “1  “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the rules that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2  that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long.”

The purpose for God’s commands is obedience, of course, from the heart attitude of “fear”:  “that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments….”  So the stated purpose of God’s commands is that we “fear” him by obedience.  But now jump down to verses 4-5:  “4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  So the first command is that we love the Lord our God.  In fact, Jesus declared that this was the first and great commandment.  So in verse 2 we are told that we are to “fear” the Lord, but in verse 5 we find that the first and great command is to “love” the Lord, so which is it?  The answer, of course, is “both.”  And here’s where we rediscover a great truth.  


B.  Love for God means fear of God and not presumption.  We are to relate to God through complete love which amounts to fearing him, and not some kind of sloppy, overly-familiar, “Jesus is my good buddy” sentimentality.  If we have learned anything at all in Deuteronomy it is that God is the great king who has condescended to us and has established a formal, covenant relationship with us.  He is not my co-pilot, my pal, or chum.  He is the great King, and we owe him absolute loyalty (love) and the greatest reverence and deepest respect (fear).  


Michael Horton writes in his book, In the Face of God; the Dangers and Delights of Spiritual Intimacy, 


“One might think that a book titled How to Get Close to God should begin, right out of the gate, with the answers.  But one vital question has to be raised before anything else is said:  Are we so sure that it is a good idea to get close to God?  Suppose a friend or relative who has rarely expressed any concern for eternal matters suddenly informs you that he or she is interested in ‘spiritual things.’  Does that immediately strike you as positive?  After all, isn’t it better to be open to the possibility of the spiritual realm than to be a hardened skeptic?


“It is not uncommon to hear, even in today’s evangelical churches, that God does not care how we come to him, just so long as we come.   However, there are a number of people in Scripture who would beg to differ, offering us testimonies of a decidedly different kind.  They do not tell us of how they found God through their felt needs, but of how they met Someone they did not expect.  These were close encounters of the very worst kind, and before we learn the delights, we must assess the dangers of intimacy with God.”  


C.  Nadab and Abihu, for example, the two elder sons of Aaron were consecrated as priests along with their father.  Shortly after this, however, they were put to death.  Leviticus 10:1-3 tells us:  “1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. 2  And fire came out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD.  3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD has said, ‘Among those who are near me I will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.” 

God is the great King, and we must approach him only with the greatest respect and according to his expressed commands.  Love for God means fear of God, not presumption, not as a cozy, casual, companion.  Our worship, and our whole relationship with God is be offered in reverent affection, not presumption.  

A.W. Tozer pointed to this as a chief defect in the evangelical church of his day, over 50 years ago.  He called worship the “missing jewel of the evangelical church.”  He said, “Protestants are altogether too much inclined to take things for granted.  We laugh at those on the other side of the ecclesiastical fence because they bow and scrape and kowtow in the presence of the church.  But we lack reverence—not because we are free in the gospel, but because God is absent, and we have no sense of his presence.”  


So our first correction leading to reformation is that love for God means fear, not presumption. 

II. OBEDIENCE TO GOD IS DELINEATED, NOT INTUITIVE.  


A.  A second correction for our understanding and practice in our relationship with God is that the terms of our obedience to God are clearly spelled out for us.  It is not a matter of our intuition.  We might think that we should know instinctively what God requires of us, but this is not the case.  I have to rank among the world’s worst gift buyers.  I will often approach Christmas or my wife’s birthday in a state of panic.  I have no idea what to get her.  Now if I simply think, “What would I like to receive as a gift?” I am sure to go wrong.  I would get her power tools or theology books or some kind of gadget.  I don’t know intuitively what she would like, because I’m not her.  But she does drop little hints from time to time, and if I’m listening, I will jot them down for future reference.  I don’t know what she likes, but she does.  

God has given us detailed commands about what pleases him.  This reflects his holy nature.  “1 “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the rules that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2  that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long.”

B.  If we all knew instinctively what is right and pleases God, then God would be wasting his words in giving us all these commandments with such clarity and specificity.  But the fact is that we don’t automatically know what pleases God.  God says that we should have his commandments on our hearts:  “6  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.”  What this means is that his commands are not already on our hearts.  In fact, we instinctively have something else on our hearts, sin and self, and that needs to be removed and replaced with God’s truth and his commands.  That’s why God calls us to continual teaching and training in the right way.  “6  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7  You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”

C.  The later Jews took these guidelines literally and created leather pouches called phylacteries, into which they would place small scrolls of God’s commands and wear them during the time of morning prayer.  They also made small containers to attach to the doorposts of their houses called mezuzahs into which they placed small copies of these texts.  Of course the point was not to wear the commandments or tuck them into containers on their doorposts, but to keep them ever before you, to “meditate day and night” on God’s law as we find in Psalm 1.  This is why this church places a premium on continual teaching and preaching God’s Word, on Sunday School, Catechism and adult education.  

So the second correction is that obedience to God is delineated, not intuitive.  We need continual instruction and mediation on God’s Word that leads to application and obedience to his Word.

III. REWARD IS AN INCENTIVE, NOT THE GOAL.      


A.  All through the Scriptures we find God’s promises of rewards, some in this life, and some in the life to come.  And we need to be careful in understanding these rewards for we can be easily misled.  Listen again to verses 1-2:  “1  “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the rules that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2  that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long.”  The purpose for God’s giving his law is so that his people would fear him and keep his commandments.  Oh, and by the way, God also promises long life.  The reward of long life is an incentive, but it is not the goal.  The goal is that the great King be feared and obeyed.  It is also to our benefit to do so.  In fact, verse three expands on this benefit.  “3  Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.”  All of this is a part of the promised reward:  that it may go well with you, that you may multiply greatly, that you may dwell in this exceedingly good land.  But all of that reward is incentive, not the goal.  How do we know that this is not the goal?  Because of the next two verses:  “4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”

Even if it doesn’t go so well with us, even if we do not immediately experience God’s reward, even if we have a bad day or a string of bad days or bad years, the goal remains the same:  “love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”  Oh, and by the way, God will reward you.  The reward is incentive, not the goal.


B.  If I may use a delicate illustration, think of the difference between a wife and a prostitute.  A wife loves her husband, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, as long as they both shall live.  The prostitute loves only the paycheck.  


Now hopefully the wife will enjoy blessings and benefits in the covenant of marriage:  love, protection, provision, companionship, mutual discipleship, and so forth.  These are wonderful rewards, but they are not the goal.  She loves her husband and desires his well being most of all.  That kind of love is beautiful, noble, delightful, blessed by God.  No wonder the Scriptures use the image of the covenant of marriage to depict the covenant relationship between God and his people.  The prostitute relationship is ugly, debased, and scorned.  


Caring parents use painful discipline and positive rewards to train their children in the right paths.  But they do not desire their children to be materialists, only to learn to love what is good.  And that’s why God promises his reward:  “that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.”  God’s promise is much better than mere rewards:  he promises to give you himself in covenant relationship.  

CONCLUSION


So let God renew your mind with his truth that you might grow in your relationship with him.  


1. Love for God is fear of God.  Love must never become an excuse for a careless, sloppy, flippant attitude before him.  He is the great King.  

2.  Obedience to God is specific, not intuitive.  We don’t need to guess what pleases God—he has told us specifically in his Word.


3.  Reward in incentive, not the goal.  The goal, your deepest desire is to know him.  All good things are found in him alone.  So if he is your all in all, then you have all things.  
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