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THE VOICE OF GOD 
(Deuteronomy 5:22-33)

SUBJECT:  God’s Word.



F.C.F:  How does God speak today?
PROPOSITION:  Because God is always speaking in his 
Word, we must hear him and obey.  
INTRODUCTION:


A.  Jay Leno recently retired as the host of the Tonight Show on NBC.  Leno is remembered partly for his "man-on-the street" interviews.  One night he collared some young people to ask them questions about the Bible. "Can you name one of the Ten Commandments?" he asked two college-age women. One replied, "Freedom of speech?"  Mr. Leno said to the other, "Complete this sentence: Let he who is without sin..." Her response was, "have a good time?" Mr. Leno then turned to a young man and asked, "Who, according to the Bible, was eaten by a whale?" The confident answer was, "Pinocchio."

His unscientific findings on biblical ignorance are confirmed repeatedly in surveys and questionnaires.  Yet people are increasingly interested in “spirituality,” whatever that means.  I’m afraid for many, it implies some kind of inward journey of self-exploration, as though God could be found within, or as though you were really god.  At the same time, we have people from every quarter  

B.  We can be very glad that God has spoken clearly to us, and that he still speaks today.  For our comfort and clarity, for our confidence and comprehension, the most important thing we need is to hear the voice of God speaking to us.  Our text in Deuteronomy describes Israel’s response to the voice of God, and it may be a bit surprising, even disturbing.  God’s voice was so terrifying to them that they asked not to hear it again.  They were afraid that God’s frightful voice would slay them.  Rather, they pleaded that God would speak to Moses and that Moses would tell them what God had said.  And this established the pattern that continues to today:  that God speaks to his people, not directly, but indirectly; not immediately, but his voice is always mediated to us.  
I. GOD HAS SPOKEN.


Our text tells us that God has spoken.  The people heard his voice, and god’s commandments were recorded on two tablets of stone.  So they have enduring evidence of his communication to them.  And in our text we see these two ways of his speaking.   

A.  God spoke to them directly with the audible voice they could hear for themselves:  “22  “These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly at the mountain out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no more. And he wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me.  23  And as soon as you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes, and your elders. 24  And you said, ‘Behold, the LORD our God has shown us his glory and greatness, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire. This day we have seen God speak with man and man still live.”  But the people didn’t like to hear God’s voice.  They felt (correctly) that their lives were threatened.  

So they came to Moses with a request:  “25  Now therefore why should we die? For this great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of the LORD our God any more, we shall die. 26  For who is there of all flesh, that has heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of fire as we have, and has still lived? 27  Go near and hear all that the LORD our God will say and speak to us all that the LORD our God will speak to you, and we will hear and do it.’”


B.  So they asked that God would speak to them indirectly.  This established the pattern of the mediator, one who would be the go-between and stand in the middle.  Moses was to hear what God said, even though he too was only mortal flesh, and then he would explain it to the people.  “28  “And the LORD heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the LORD said to me, ‘I have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you. They are right in all that they have spoken.”  

And then God expresses a wish, which is a remarkable occurrence in Scripture:  “29  Oh that they had such a mind as this always, to fear me and to keep all my commandments, that it might go well with them and with their descendants forever!”  Here we have a window into the heart of God.  This is what God desires from his people, that we fear him and seek to obey all that he commands.  God promises blessing “that it may go well with them and with their descendants forever.”  

And then God himself approves this pattern.  “30  Go and say to them, “Return to your tents.” 31  But you, stand here by me, and I will tell you the whole commandment and the statutes and the rules that you shall teach them, that they may do them in the land that I am giving them to possess.’”

C.  So Moses becomes a mediator.  God would no longer speak directly or immediately to his people, but will only speak indirectly; he will mediate his words through the man, Moses.  Moses then becomes a picture or type of Christ.  John writes in his gospel that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  Jesus was the very message of God, the Word of God, in flesh.  That’s how God spoke.  

And this pattern held throughout the Old Testament and the New.  God’s direct voice became very rare; only on a very few occasions over the 1,400 years that followed did God speak directly to the people.  Rather, God spoke through prophets, like Moses.  We find this phrase many times in the Old Testament:  “The word of the Lord came to the prophet….”  And ultimately, God’s message came through his Son, as we find in Hebrews 1:  “1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.”  So God has spoken, but his communication was mostly not direct.  It was indirect, through mediators, through the prophets.  

II. GOD SPEAKS TODAY.


A.  God still speaks today.  And this is of utmost importance.  In Romans 10, Paul takes up the question of how someone could be saved.  

“12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?”  Paul presents a logical sequence here:  1) everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  But before anyone can call on his name, 2) they must first believe.  But before anyone can believe, 3) they must hear him, they must hear his voice.  Nobody can be saved today without hearing God’s voice.  That’s how important it is that we hear God’s voice:  our salvation depends upon it.   

B.  And thankfully, God still speaks today through his Word.  The message of the prophets has been enscripturated.  It has been written down in the Bible, so that the Bible is God’s Word.  Do you need to hear God’s voice to be saved? Never fear, the Bible is the voice of God, and he is always speaking in his Word.  He tells us of his own greatness and the great things he has done, and he also tells us what he requires of us.  And he especially tells us the way to be saved through trusting in his Son, so that we can hear his voice in scripture and call upon the name of the Lord.  This is why biblical illiteracy is so deadly serious.   When people do not know their Bibles, then they have no way of knowing what God has said.  

During the early days of World War II, when the Nazis invaded France, French citizens took down all signposts. As the Nazi armies advanced, they didn't know which way to turn or in what direction lay their objective.  And Satan seeks to do the same today, to keep us spiritually ignorant and unwise and unaware so that we cannot hear the voice of God.  

C.  But shouldn’t we expect God to speak directly today, to hear God’s voice apart from the Word of God?  No, not really.  The pattern that was established for God’s people at Sinai still holds today.  God speaks to his prophets, and his prophets speak to his people for him.  That is the way God has ordained, and it is the best way.  Here is how John Calvin explains it:  “Hence may a useful admonition be drawn; for, although the voice of God has not sounded in our ears, yet the experience of His ancient people ought to be sufficient to persuade us assuredly that, when God sets teachers over us, He makes the best provision for our salvation; because, if He Himself should thunder from heaven, His majesty would be intolerable to us. And this should avail to repress their destructive itching, who desire God daily to descend from heaven, or at least to send His revelations by angels; and who thus despise the ministers of mortal race whom He employs. In a word, this history is an illustrious proof that God governs His Church by the external preaching of the word, because this is most expedient for us.”


God speaks to us through his book:  A.W. Tozer notes:  “God did not write a book and send it by messenger to be read at a distance by unaided minds. He spoke a book and lives in his spoken words, constantly speaking his words and causing the power of them to persist across the years.” 

III. HEARING GOD TODAY.


A.  So we hear God’s voice in the Scriptures, and nothing could be more important nor more essential to our faith and salvation than to hear God’s voice.  So how do we best receive the Word today?  It is said that “Whenever the Ethiopian emperor Menelik II was ill he would eat a few pages from the Bible. He believed it would restore his health. He died in 1913 after eating the entire book of 2 Kings.” Perhaps he choked on it.  I would not recommend eating the pages of the Bible.  

God still has prophets today.  But his prophets are his preachers, those who are called and equipped to study his Word and to explain and apply his Word to his people.  The Westminster Shorter Catechism explains:  (Q. 88)A. The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption are, his ordinances, especially the Word, sacraments, and prayer; all which are made effectual to the elect for salvation 

So (Q. 89._ How is the Word made effectual to salvation?  A. The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching of the Word, an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building them up in holiness and comfort, through faith, unto salvation [a]. 


B.  There it is:  God speaks today through the preaching of his Word.  He uses this preaching to speak to his people.  Preaching is the voice of God.  The most important thing you can do for your spiritual health and growth is to come under the faithful preaching of God’s Word frequently and faithfully, and to read it and study it for yourself.   


And you must read and hear the Word with the right frame of heart.  The catechism reminds us:  “That the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.”  

C.  I know that the movement in many church services is away from the Word of God, so that in church services it is infrequently read and preached.  God’s Word is often replaced with videos and dramas or with extra singing or psychological, therapeutic pep talks and motivational speeches.  I hope you can see how deadly this is to the church and to the coming generations.  You can find entertainment everywhere you go.  In our culture, you can barely escape it.  But this is the only place where you can hear the voice of God.  


Or people look to dreams or visions or inner voices to hear God’s voice speaking.  But God has never promised to speak through dreams or visions or inner voices.  In fact, it would seem that he has specifically said he would NOT speak directly like that any more, but would only speak through his prophets, through is Word.  So while many seek these kinds of extraordinary experiences, few give themselves to the Word of God which is contained in the Scriptures.  The great preacher and evangelist George Whitefield said, “God has condescended to become an author, and yet people will not read his writings. There are very few that ever gave this Book of God, the grand charter of salvation, one fair reading through.”   “That the Word may become effectual to salvation, we must attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.”
CONCLUSION


Several years ago I visited a woman from another church who lay dying.  She told me that that very morning, in her pain and fear, she asked Jesus to come to her.  And during the day, several Christian friends came and visited her.  The read Scripture to her and prayed with her, as did I.  And she told me that Jesus had answered her prayer even better than she had hoped.  She thought that if Jesus had visited her and had spoken to her in a vision or something like that, it would have been strange and frightening to her.  But because he came and spoke to her gently, not directly, but indirectly, through his Word read to her, she was not afraid at all, but deeply warmed and comforted.  


God still speaks today, through his Word read, but especially preached.  And “we must attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, and prayer; receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.”

May you always hear his voice as he speaks to you in his Word.  
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