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JUST THE GOSPEL
(Acts 18:1-11)

SUBJECT:  Evangelism
F.C.F:  Why should I share the Gospel?
PROPOSITION:  Since the Gospel is God’s priority, we must share it.
INTRODUCTION:

A.  It’s funny how language changes according to the technology.  If I had told my grandparents, for example, that I “texted” someone, they would have been completely mystified.  The would have been just as puzzled if I told them that I bought something on Ebay.  And if I suggested that they Google something, my grandmother probably would have washed my mouth out with soap.  

Of course this works both ways.  If the coach told his wide receiver to run a button hook, he may or may not know what to do, but he would have no idea what a button hook was.  Or if you told your children that they shouldn’t pigeonhole other people, you would get blank stares.  And if I said that someone sounded like a “broken record,” about half of you would know what I was talking about.


Back in the days before CD’s and Ipods, we had these things called records.  They were thin vinyl discs that you placed on a rotating platform.  These records had a narrow groove cut in the surface that spiraled inward in a continuous, unbroken line to the center.  Then you would put a small arm on top of it.  The arm would have a needle in the end of it that would fit down into the groove.  The groove had tiny ridges in it that caused the needle to vibrate.  The vibration would be amplified to produce sounds.  Mostly these devices were used to play music.  


Sometimes the record would become deeply scratched or even cracked so that when the needle hit that spot it would jump back into the same groove and play the same few seconds of the song over and over again.  So when we say that someone “sounds like a broken record,” we mean that he keeps saying the same thing over and over.  No matter what the circumstance, he goes right back to the same subject and makes the same comment.  


B.  The Apostle Paul sounds like a broken record.  As he traveled from city to city, he sounded like a one stringed guitar (sorry, I won’t explain that one).  In every city he visited, the made a B-line (won’t explain that one either) right to the synagogue if they had one and began explaining why Jesus was the Christ.   


C.  He comes to the city of Corinth alone.  Silas and Timothy have yet to join him.  Corinth was the true capital city of Macedonia, with a population perhaps of over 200,000 people.  Though it was not a port city, it was actually the crossroads, the land bridge between two ports, one on the east, and one on the west.  Ships would dock on one side, their cargo would be carted to the other, and their sailors would take leave in Corinth.  It was a city that was legendary for is immorality.  Paul apparently saw some strategic value to a church at the crossroads:  he spent a year and a half there.  

And his message was the gospel.  Everywhere he went it was the gospel, the gospel, the gospel.  

I. THE GOSPEL IS WORTH REPEATING.

II. THE GOSPEL CARRIES AN OBLIGATION.

III. THE GOSPEL BEARS GOD’S APPROVAL.  

I. THE GOSPEL IS WORTH REPEATING.



So Paul is at it again:  “1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2  And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3  and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4  And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 5  When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus.”

A.  Most likely Aquila and Priscilla were already Christians, having been converted to Christ in Rome before the Jews had been exiled from that city.  Like Aquila and Pricilla, Paul was a tentmaker.  He had most likely been trained in this trade as a youth, and because he had no other means of support, he stayed with this couple and worked in their business and preached the Gospel on the side.  And, true to form, he went to the Jewish synagogue, for the Gospel was given first to the Jews, and he reasoned with them from the Scriptures and sought to persuade them that the Christ or Messiah they had been looking for and praying for God to send was in fact Jesus.  


B.  People of God, this is our message:  It’s all about Jesus.  God loved sinners and sought to save them.  He came himself in the person of Jesus, because we were utterly helpless to save ourselves.  Jesus took our place, took the penalty we deserved for our sins against a holy God, and traded his perfect, covenant-keeping life so that we could be forgiven, counted righteous, and reconciled to God, receiving his free gift of eternal life.  Paul preached this everywhere because there really is nothing more to say.  


1.  Salvation is in Christ alone.  According to 1 Timothy 2:5, “and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus….”  If there were other mediators, then perhaps we would have other subjects about which to talk—but there is only one mediator, so we’d better tell people that, because almost everyone you meet out there doesn’t really know this.  


2.  Salvation is in his name alone.  According to Acts 4:12:  “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  If there were other names by which anyone could be saved, then perhaps we could talk about those names—but there is no other name by which we must be saved, so we’d better be talking about this name, this person and the astonishing work he has done for sinners.  


3.  And salvation is in his way alone.  According to our Lord Jesus Christ in John 14:6, He alone is the “the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through” him.  If there were other ways by which anyone could be reconciled to God and so enjoy him as loving Father rather than face him as terrible Judge, then perhaps we could talk about those ways—but there are no other ways, Jesus alone is the way to the Father, so we’d better talk about him.


If they don’t hear this, they cannot be saved.  And if you don’t tell them, who will? And quite frankly, what’s so important that you have to talk about it instead? What other words could possibly help like the saving message of Jesus the Christ?  The Gospel is worth repeating, over and over and over again, until everybody hears it.  Paul was one of the few that apparently got it, for that’s what he did.  


C.  And, by the way, lest you think that it got boring, please remember that Paul stayed in Corinth a year and a half, teaching the glories of Jesus as the Son of God and the Christ of God.  There is enough in the glory of Christ to satisfy for life, for eternity!  What do you suppose we will do in heaven forever, except to digest more and more of the glory of Christ?
We are to be like broken records.  We are to keep talking about Jesus, for we have much to tell.  


The Gospel, the good news of what God has done for us in Jesus Christ is so marvelous that we now have a script to read for the rest of our lives.  But 

II. THE GOSPEL (also) CARRIES AN OBLIGATION.

A.  We not only have to tell this news because it’s so great, but because we who have heard it and have come to believe it have a duty, a solemn responsibility to share it.  After several weeks of sharing Christ in the synagogue in Corinth, Paul could see that he was getting nowhere.  They not only said, “No thanks, we’re not interested,” they openly abused him.  So, he obeyed our Lord’s command not to cast pearls before swine, and moved on.  But as he did so, he made a sobering statement:  “6  And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments (as Jesus had commanded his disciples to do when the Jews would not listen to the truth, a sign of God’s coming judgment) and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”  


B.  What did he mean:  “your blood be on your own heads” and that he was “innocent”?  There is no question that Paul was alluding to an Old Testament text from Ezekiel 33.  Ezekiel was God’s prophet during the time of the exile, when the vast majority of the Jews had forsaken the Lord.  Ezekiel faithfully preached God’s Word to them, but they stubbornly refused to believe.  So that was very discouraging to Ezekiel.  

And God said to him, “If I send an enemy to attack your city, and if the watchman sees them coming and sounds the alarm, but the people do nothing and the enemy overruns the city, then those who do not listen shall have their blood on their own head.  It will be his own fault, and he will suffer the blame himself.  But if the watchman sees the enemy coming and does not warn the people, and if the enemy comes and kills the people, then the guilt will fall on the watchman, their blood will be on his head.”


And what Paul is saying here is that he has been the watchman, and he has faithfully warned them, so that now, because they did not listen, their blood will be on their own heads and not his:  he is innocent.  


C.  Christian, if you name the name of Jesus Christ and enjoy his forgiveness, if you have learned the Gospel message and believe it, YOU ARE THE WATCHMAN!  If you tell them and they refuse to listen, their blood will be on their own heads.  But if you do not tell them, their blood will be on your head.  And how many that you have known have already passed into the grave without Christ, because you did not tell them? God has appointed you to tell them, perhaps you alone.  Nobody else cares enough, and nobody else is close enough.  You are the watchman on the wall, and the storm of God’s judgment is coming.  You see it.  Sound the alarm! Warn them, tell them, plead with them, persuade them.  The Gospel carries a heavy obligation.


But the best part of all is that…

III. THE GOSPEL BEARS GOD’S APPROVAL.  


A.  God is really with you in this Gospel work.  This is right to the very heart of what God is doing in the world.  That’s because the Gospel saves sinners, and God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  The Gospel also glorifies his Son, Jesus, because Jesus has accomplished the Gospel—he has created this good news through his sacrificial death for sinners and his resurrection to eternal life.  And the Gospel also glorifies God, because it so wonderfully shows his holiness, righteousness, and grace, his love for sinners.  So God is really with you in the work of sharing his Gospel.  And we see this so clearly in our text as well.  


B.  Paul moves on from the Jews in the synagogue to the Gentiles, even though he doesn’t move far away.  “7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue. 8  Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.”  Now I think this is a demonstration of God’s showing his absolute sovereignty and even his sense of humor.  Paul denounces the Jews of the synagogue for their rejection of the Gospel, and moves on to the Gentiles.  And guess who believes!  Crispus, the ruler or president of the synagogue.  And many people believe!  God is with us in the Gospel work.  The chief of the unbelievers is converted by the power of God, and probably through Paul’s courage to say hard things.  God is really with us in this Gospel work.  


But even more, God specifically tells Paul this.  “9  And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10  for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.”  The Lord give three short commands:  “Do not be afraid,” for fear dishonors God and inhibits obedience; “Go on speaking,” for it is through hearing the Word of the Gospel alone that people can be saved; and “Do not be silent,” or never stop talking about Jesus, be a broken record that never quits spinning.  

C.  Of course this is the same message that Jesus left with his disciples just a few decades before:  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  So there, once again, Jesus specifically promises that he will be with those who are actively making disciples of all nations. 


And even more, God promises that Paul’s labors there in Corinth will bear fruit, for God has “many in this city who are my people.”  They are of the elect, chosen by God from before the foundation of the world.  And they will believe and respond to the Gospel.  So Paul just needs to tell them, so that God can save them.  And we just need to tell them so that God can save them.  
CONCLUSION


This year in my garden I planted peas.  It was old seed, and none of it came up, not one seed.  But you should see my beans and corn and potatoes.  We may share the Gospel with hundreds and see no response at all.  But God has his people in every city.  He has already claimed them; they will believe, but they must hear.  

Pray that God would break your stubborn, cold, and unbelieving heart, and fill you with love for what he loves, that you might be the watchman he has called you to be, and faithfully discharge your awesome responsibility.

The Gospel is worth repeating again and again.

The Gospel carries an obligation, a heavy burden.

The Gospel bears God’s approval, and he is most interested in your sharing his very good news.  (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


