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THE LORD IS GOD 
(Deuteronomy 4:32-40)

TEXT:  
SUBJECT:  



F.C.F:  
PROPOSITION:    
INTRODUCTION:


A.  It is helpful for us to focus on priorities.  At the beginning of each day, for example, we would be wise to make a list of all of the goals and tasks for that day and then to prioritize them, to number them in the order of their relative importance so that we are sure that first things get done first.  One of the important keys to living a wise and well-spent life is likewise to make a list of life priorities:  our virtues, goals, desires, and plans.  When these are set in their proper order they can then become the guiding principles for all of the great decisions of life.  

B.  But where do we find such wise priorities?  Where do we gain the understanding to say, “This is of greatest importance, this is less important, and this doesn’t matter at all?”  I would submit to you that the first and more pressing and enduring priority of all is your relationship with God.  It is to identify the correct God and then to follow him exclusively.  The Ten Commandments for example, begin with this simple injunction that we have no other gods before him.  Our Lord Jesus’ summary of the law is that first of all we must love the Lord our God completely.  In “priority” language, Jesus also said we must “seek first” God’s kingdom and righteousness.  And according to the Lord’s Prayer we are to pray first not for our own needs but that God’s name be hallowed, and for his kingdom and will—God’s program first.

C.  In our text for this evening, we find Moses impressing upon the people their need to settle this issue for themselves—to identify the correct God and then to respond properly to him.  His counsel is not only wisdom for the people of Israel, but for all people in all times.  And he urges them to follow three propositions:  

I. THE LORD IS GOD.

II. THERE IS NO OTHER.

III. THEREFORE, KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS.

I. THE LORD IS GOD.


Does it sound redundant to say, “The Lord is God”?  Aren’t we just saying the same thing twice?  Not really.  Remember that when you see “LORD” in the Old Testament in all capital letters, it is the personal, covenant name—Jehovah or Yahweh.  This is the name that was revealed to Moses at the burning bush.  Moses was commanded to rescue the people of Israel from slavery to Egypt, and he asked, “Whom shall I say has sent me?”  And from the burning bush he heard the name Yahweh or I AM:  “I am that I am.”  Tell them that I AM (Yahweh) has sent you.


The word “God” is a designation for a supernatural being who exercises some authority.  And the reason why Moses told them that the Lord (Yahweh) is God is because the nations all had their own deities who went by other names:  Isis, Ra, Baal, Chemosh, Astaroth, Molech, and the like.  But Moses is insisting that it is the Lord who is God.  “35  To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD is God; there is no other besides him.”  And in our text he impresses upon the people how they can know that it is the Lord who is God. 

A.  We can know that the Lord is God, for instance, because he draws near to his people.  “32  “For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard of. 33  Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and still live?”  Moses invites them to survey all of time “since the day that God created man on the earth” and all of space “ask from one end of heaven to the other” and inquire as to whether or not any god has done what the Lord has done in speaking to his people from the fire without their being destroyed.  He has drawn near to his people.  He is a personal God, the God who has a personality.  He is personal, not just a cosmic force or principle.  In Eastern religion, for example, all is god and god has no consciousness.  It is simply the impersonal “world spirit.”  But God knows his people and cares for them enough to speak to them.  The Lord is God because he is personal.

B.  And we can know that the Lord is God because he forms and saves his people.  He has a plan, and intervenes in order to carry it out.  “34  Or has any god ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of which the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?”  No other god has ever attempted or accomplished anything like this.  He is personal, he knows his people, and he acts on their behalf to rescue and save them.  In fact, he has done so in powerful ways, “by trials, by signs, by wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror….”  

What’s more, he has given his people an inheritance, a home that they did not make for themselves, and all against the odds.  He gave them this homeland by “38  driving out before you nations greater and mightier than yourselves, to bring you in, to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is this day….”

C.  And the reason why he has done this reveals a third truth about the Lord, namely that he is moral.  He has a holy character.  He is not like the gods of Greece or Rome, mere personifications of human beings, glorified men and women, made in our image, deeply flawed, self-centered, wicked and capricious.  The Lord is good; he keeps his promises, because he loves his people.  “37  And because he loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them and brought you out of Egypt with his own presence, by his great power, 38  driving out before you nations greater and mightier than yourselves, to bring you in, to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is this day….”

So Lord is a personal God with a mind and will, with the power to carry out his plans, and he is good, keeping his covenant of love.  If we stopped here we would have overwhelming evidence, enough to convince us beyond all question that the Lord is God.  

D.  But the New Testament takes us much further.  The New Testament shows us that the Lord has not just spoken to us out of the fire, but that he has drawn so close to us in Jesus Christ that he became one of us and dwelt among us.  And in Jesus Christ the Lord’s plans are more fully revealed.  He has redeemed a people for himself through his own blood and has adopted us into his family making us his sons and daughters.  And he did this out of his great love, saving all of the elect according to his promise to Abraham that through him all of the families of the earth will be blessed.  


So it is clear that the Lord is God.  This should settle our great priority for us.  We are to have no other gods before him.  We are to love this God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  We are to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and let him worry about the rest.  This is to be on the front burner at all times for us.  Every aspect of life, every decision, choice, desire, plan, or goal must be fully related to him.  No other course is wise or safe because the Lord is God.  

Now secondly, Moses declares. 
II. THERE IS NO OTHER. 


A.  The point of this passage is not to show comparison but uniqueness.  Moses is not saying, “There are many gods, but Yahweh is be best of the best.”  The point is that there are no other gods whatsoever.  There is no alternative, no second best option, no substitute if we are not completely satisfied with the Lord.  There is no other God.  
32  “For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard of.”  Again, searching high and low in all time or space, “33  Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and still live?” Answer, no.  “34  Or has any god ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of which the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?” Again, the answer is no.  

B.  And the point is not only that the Lord is God, but that there is no other, none.  All other gods are distinguished by their absolutely perfect track record of disappointing those who follow them.  “35  To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD is God; there is no other besides him.”  


Many years later, another figure like Moses, the wonder worker and prophet called Elijah, would challenge the people of Israel in one of its darkest times as a nation.  Most of God’s people Israel by this time had utterly ignored this command and were in fact serving another god called Baal.  So Elijah challenged the leaders of Baalism to a showdown, high noon at the OK Corral.  On Mt. Carmel, Elijah challenged the 400 prophets of Baal to make an altar, offer a sacrifice and call Baal to send down fire from heaven.  That should be a small feat for mighty Baal.  After all, this was his home territory.  He was the god of the rain and storm.  Surely he could spare a lightning bolt and ignite the dry tinder of an altar fire.  


Some have called this showdown a contest, but that’s the wrong word.  A contest implies the presence of more than one contestant, with a ranking of first place, second place, and so forth.  But the point of the story was that Baal never even showed up.  They called on him all day long.  They danced around the altar and cut themselves in extreme devotion, and as the evening came, the only sound was crickets.  Then Elijah prayed a simple prayer to the Lord, and the fire fell.  

Please understand:  there is no other god.  All other gods are illusions, non-entities.  The reason we are to have no other gods before the Lord Jesus is not because he feels threatened by some rival but because of the sheer, blasphemous absurdity of preferring a non-being to the One in whom is all being, the One in whom we and all creatures live and move and have our being.  It is injurious to the honor of the Lord when we harbor in our hearts a hope in other gods.  That’s why covetousness is the last of the Ten Commandments and it actually brings us around again to the beginning.  Paul writes in Colossians 3:5 that covetousness is idolatry.  When we covet, we are looking for a better deal.  What we love the most, we worship and serve the best.  


Last night David and I went for a walk into a nearby wooded area.  At one point we could see that there were a couple of deer down the way, and they seemed to be headed for us.  So we simply crouched down and remained motionless.  We were in plain sight, but because we didn’t move and didn’t look like men, one of the deer walked right by us, within 10 yards.  Apparently in our present position the six point buck could not recognize us.  And I think that false gods can lurk in our hearts for a long time, subtly swaying us and control us, and we may not recognize them as such.  


We can trick ourselves into exposing the other gods hiding in our hearts when ask some open-ended questions.  Psychologists have developed some discussion provoking questions that are intended to help people talk about what matters most to them.  For example, “What would you do if you won the lottery?”  This question assumes that people often fantasize about what they could do if one of their severe limits (lack of resources) was suddenly removed.  What you would do if you won the lottery reveals what you love most but are prevented from achieving.  Similar to this is to ask what you will do when you would retire, that is when you are no longer limited by a restriction on your free time.  This, again, would reveal what we really love, what we are longing for, what we think would make us most happy.


My favorite is this question:  Describe a perfect day for you.  What would a perfect day be like for you?  Make a list of what it would be like:  sleep in, a good cup of coffee, breakfast in bed, a stroll in the woods, an unlimited shopping spree, getting the garden or lawn in shape.  How long would it take for you to get to “going to church and worshipping the living God with his people”?  Would you even get there?  


There is no other god.  This is a truth that we are not only to realize, but that we are to continually teach ourselves, to impress upon our hearts.  Moses writes in verse 39:  “39  know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.”  So instead of merely following our fickle hearts, we are to lead our hearts into the continual knowledge that the Lord is God and there is no other.  We are to continually remind ourselves of this truth.  We are to continually search our hearts, root out these false gods, exposing, ridiculing, hating, and discarding them.  If we don’t, they will continue to lurk in the shadows, and overpower our wayward hearts, and captivate our foolish minds, drawing us away and draining our passion, our zeal for the Lord, the only true God.  

We must guard our hoping and dreaming and fantasizing life so that we are constantly hoping and dreaming and fantasizing about the Lord God, about his kingdom and purposes, for all else is an illusion.  


The Lord is God, There is no other, so…

III. THEREFORE, KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS.  


A.  What else could possibly make any sense at all?  Certainly not “following your heart” since we know that our hearts are easily ensnared by the non-existent gods who only tell us what we want to hear.  The problem is not this conspiracy of the rival gods who are somehow staging a coup against the one true God.  There are no other gods.  Nor is the problem really Satan, the fallen angel who opposes the purposes of God and seeks to steal, kill, and destroy.  No, the problem is really within us.  We are flawed, broken, incurably bent toward idolatry and evil.  What we want is to be little gods ourselves, to make our own happiness in the way we see fit.  This is a spiritual sickness, a wicked madness.  All these false gods which do not exist came into being from our own sinful imaginations.  We have made these false gods, and we will always do so without a rather severe program of reform.  

B.  And this program of reform is God’s law.  God’s law is given to train his people to dispense with these foolish non-entity gods of our imagination, and to worship and serve the Lord, the only God.  God said that he revealed himself in his mighty works “(35) … that you might know that the LORD is God; there is no other besides him.”   And he spoke to them, giving his law to train them:  “36 Out of heaven he let you hear his voice, that he might discipline you.”  “Discipline” here points to the father-son relationship, as in 8:5:  “5  Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you.”  So the Lord seeks to discipline or train his people into reality.  And this is accomplished through what he said:  “40  Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I command you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for all time.”

C.  Once again, the main section of Deuteronomy is a detailed exposition of the Ten Commandments, 6:1-26:15.  This is how God desires to discipline or train us to follow after him, to walk with him in righteousness and truth, and not follow after the other gods we invent by our own sinful hearts.  

32  “For ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard of. 33  Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and still live? 34  Or has any god ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of which the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35  To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD is God; there is no other besides him. 36  Out of heaven he let you hear his voice, that he might discipline you. And on earth he let you see his great fire, and you heard his words out of the midst of the fire. 37  And because he loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them and brought you out of Egypt with his own presence, by his great power, 38  driving out before you nations greater and mightier than yourselves, to bring you in, to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is this day, 39  know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. 40  Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I command you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for all time.”

    41 ¶  Then Moses set apart three cities in the east beyond the Jordan, 42  that the manslayer might flee there, anyone who kills his neighbor unintentionally, without being at enmity with him in time past; he may flee to one of these cities and save his life: 43  Bezer in the wilderness on the tableland for the Reubenites, Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for the Manassites.
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