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COME, LET US REASON TOGETHER
(Acts 17:1-9)

SUBJECT:  The Gospel
F.C.F:  What do I need most of all?
PROPOSITION: Since Jesus is God’s only Savior, we must let him save us.
INTRODUCTION:

A.  The accusation was right, almost.  As we have been tracing the progress of the Great Commission in the book of Acts, we have noticed a consistent pattern.  The apostles brought the Gospel to a city, and the message was so explosive that they frequently became the targets of opposition.  They got run out of town, thrown into prison, beaten up by the mob, and in one case smashed senseless with stones and left for dead.  And things were no different in Thessalonica.  

After leaving Philippi, their bleeding backs still smarting from their beating, Paul and Silas pass through the smaller towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia and made their way to the port city of Thessalonica, the capitol of the province of Macedonia, a city of perhaps 200,000 people.  Undoubtedly they saw this as a regional hub, a base of operations for the Gospel in Macedonia.  And, as was their custom, since the Gospel was given to the Jew first, they went to the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews, attempting to prove that Jesus was the Christ.  They had some small success with the Jews, but even greater success among the Gentiles who had been attracted to Judaism.  


This created jealousy on the part of the unbelieving Jews, leading to a mob intent on violence against the apostles.  But I’m interested in the charges they leveled against the Apostles:  “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also….”  There is an element of truth in this accusation.  It was not these men, but their message which “turned the world upside down.”  And this message does have a dramatic, world-shifting, life-transforming effect on all who believe.  But I would submit that it does not turn the world “upside down.”  Rather, the Gospel turns the world “rightside up.”  Because sin has ruined this world, it is already upside down.  The Gospel alone can take a mad world and make it right again.  

B.  When people become accustomed to an upside down world, a terminally messed up world, setting the world right again can be disruptive.  This is the main reason why the Gospel faced so much opposition, seemingly everywhere it went.  And what we desperately need is for the Gospel to turn us rightside up again.  


Verse 2 says that Paul “reasoned with them from the Scriptures.”  The Gospel is reasonable, and it is according to the Scriptures.  So, in our time together, I would also like to reason with you from the Scriptures.  And I have three simple points which are intended to turn your upside down world rightside up.  

I. YOU NEED TO BE SAVED.

II. YOU NEED GOD’S SAVIOR.

III. YOU NEED GOD’S PEOPLE.  

I. YOU NEED TO BE SAVED.   


A.  This is the great assumption behind the Gospel, the good news.  If someone were to say, “I have some good news for you,” it would imply that you are in some way living in a bad news situation.  And the good news of the Gospel assumes a most desperate situation.  The term “salvation” implies the need to be saved, and you definitely need to be saved.  

For the truth is that you are dying.  And this dying is not some natural part of life but is the result of your sin.  God has declared that the wages of sin is death, and you are dying.  The death toward which you are speeding is God’s payback for your sin.  According to the best known verse in the Bible, John 3:16, you are perishing because you are under God’s sentence of death.  


You are going to die.  You will stand before God’s judgment.  And you can do nothing to save yourself.  Now if you don’t believe this, then Jesus Christ has nothing to offer you.  Jesus said in Mark 2:17: “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  You need to be saved.  And if you do not believe this, then you cannot be saved.  

B.  Many years ago I was sharing the Gospel with an older man in his home.  I said that all are sinful and need God’s forgiveness.  This man objected to the notion that he was “sinful.”  He may have made some mistakes, but he certainly was not sinful.  My partner in witnessing said, “Okay, let’s go.”  And we left.  And when I asked him why he didn’t go on with sharing the Gospel, he said it would be of no use.  If you don’t need to be saved, then you don’t need a Savior, and the Savior cannot help you.  So the first truth is that you need to be saved. 


Do you believe, deep down, that you need to be saved? Do you believe and acknowledge that you are ruined by sin, that you deserve God’s judgment, and are without hope in the world?  Then I have some very good news for you.

II. YOU NEED GOD’S SAVIOR.   

And this was to the heart of the message Paul preached in Thessalonica (and everywhere he went).  


A.  All along, from the very beginning of our race and our fall into sin, God said he would send a Savior.  That’s why Paul could go into the synagogue and “reason with them from the Scriptures….”  The “Scriptures” of course were the Old Testament Scriptures, God’s self-revelation to mankind from the very beginning.  And from the beginning God had said that he would send a Savior, a champion who would somehow rescue and save his people.  We find this Savior introduced in Genesis 3, just after our first parents sinned, while they were yet in the Garden.  God said to the serpent, to Satan:  “15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” 

Eventually a title was given to this Savior, the “Messiah,” a Hebrew word meaning “anointed one,” the one God would anoint and set apart for a special task.  “Messiah” in Greek is the more familiar title, “Christ.”  At the time of this missionary journey, the Jews were desperately looking for this Messiah to come.  They envisioned him as a military-political leader like King David who would restore the Kingdom of Israel and give them prominence over all the nations.  Jesus was that Messiah, but he had come to conquer our true enemies of sin and death.  So that’s why the topic for Paul’s sermons those three weeks was about the right understanding of the Messiah or Christ.  “2  And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3  explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.”

B. So Paul’s message had two points:  1) This is what the Christ is really like; and 2) Jesus is that Messiah.  

1)  The Christ, he said, would suffer.  This was news to them.  They thought the Christ would conquer.  No, Paul explained, the Scriptures declare that he must suffer.  What Scriptures?  It is quite possible that Paul took them to the familiar Isaiah 53.  There was no question that Isaiah wrote the most clearly about the coming Messiah.  He was God’s anointed servant.  “3  He was despised and rejected by men;  a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;  and as one from whom men hide their faces  he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”  Okay, so he would suffer.  But everybody suffers.  Why is this important?  Because he suffered for others, to pay the penalty for their sins.  
    
“4 ¶  Surely he has borne our griefs  and carried our sorrows;  yet we esteemed him stricken,  smitten by God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions;  he was crushed for our iniquities;  upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,  and with his stripes we are healed. 6  All we like sheep have gone astray;  we have turned every one to his own way;  and the LORD has laid on him  the iniquity of us all.”  The sinless Lamb of God would suffer the sentence of death for others, in their place.  


And then he would rise again.  This is also described in Isaiah 53:  “10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him;  he has put him to grief;  when his soul makes an offering for sin,  he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;  the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.”  So even after he would give his life as an offering for sin, God would “prolong his days.”  God said, “I’m sending my Savior, the only one who can rescue you.  You will know him because he will suffer death for the sins of others and then rise from the dead.”  That was point one of Paul’s messages.


2) Point two is simply that Jesus is that Christ.  He is the only one who has fulfilled all the qualifications:  “[Paul] reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3  explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.”

C.  Now come, let us reason together.  You need to be saved.  Do you believe this?  Then the good news is that Jesus is that Savior.  He alone is fully qualified to save sinners, because he has already suffered the sentence of death that you deserve, and he has risen from the dead as God’s champion who is mighty to save.  Do you believe this? And do you trust him alone to save you?


You need to be saved, you need God’s Savior, and… 

III. YOU NEED GOD’S PEOPLE.


Many in Thessalonica did believe.  And notice what they did right away:  “4  And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women.”  They joined the people of God.  What does this mean?


A.  They made a public identification with Christ and his people.  They publicly declared that they now followed Jesus and had joined with his people.  How do we know this? Well, when the authorities went looking for Paul and Silas they already knew where to start.  They went to the home of Jason.  And the only reason for this is that Jason had gone public.  He made it known that he had believed on Jesus and had joined with God’s people.  


And you need to join with God’s people.  You need to join the church, if you have not already.  You need to go public, to publicly profess your faith in Jesus Christ by officially joining with his people.  The sociologists tell us that people today are just not joiners.  People today avoid entanglements, they like to remain aloof, and they prefer to keep their options open.  But I wonder if you realize just how serious is God’s command that you join the church?  


Jesus said in Matthew 10:  “32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”  By “acknowledging” him, he’s not talking about attending church occasionally or about wearing a Christian T-shirt.  He’s talking about the official, public, declaratory self-identification with the church, about joining the people of God:  church membership.  What this may mean is that if you face God at the judgment and you are not the member of a church, then Jesus warns that he will be ashamed of you and you will perish in your sins.  You weren’t willing to stand up for him, so he will not stand up for you.  That’s what Jesus said.  Now perhaps he did not mean it.  But do you really want to take that chance?  “4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas….”  This meant a public identification with them. 

B. It also involved a practicing identification with them.  They not only talked the talk, but they walked the walk.  This is evident from the way Paul would later address them in his letters.  In 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10, Paul recounts how they “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.”  So they genuinely and dearly believed, and their lives showed it. 


C.  Joining God’s people also means a personal identification.  They threw in their lot with the people of God.  The mob went to Jason’s house undoubtedly because Paul and Silas were living there.  Since they were now brothers and sisters in Christ, they were family, God’s forever family, and they lived as fellow heirs of the kingdom.  

Have you thrown in your lot with the people of God’s? Do you share your life with God’s family? This implies more that a mere formal church membership.  It means that we live up to the reality that God has called us out of the world, out of our natural contexts and into a new community of his people.  We individualistic Americans often have a hard time recognizing that Jesus did not come simply to save individuals, but to save a people, to form a people as his very own possession.  God has called us to be his true family, and our closest and most affectionate ties are to be right here.  And we need to be talking with each other, sharing our lives together, praying for each other, and defending and upholding one another.
CONCLUSION

Come, let us reason together. 


You need to be saved.  The Bible proclaims this truth cover to cover.  You need to be saved.  That’s why God sent his Son as a Savior.  


And you need God’s Savior.  He is the only one qualified to rescue sinners like us.  He has taken upon himself our sentence of death, and then he conquered death by rising from the grave.  
O sing a song of Calvary, Its glory and dismay;

Of Him who hung upon the tree, And took our sins away:

For He who died on Calvary Is risen from the grave,

And Christ, our Lord, by heav’n adored, Is mighty now to save.

And you need God’s people.  Jesus said he would build his “church.”  The word translated “church” literally means “assembly.”  One person cannot be an “assembly.”  You need God’s people.  


Let God turn you rightside up.  Turn from your sin, turn to God’s Savior and to his people, and be saved, gloriously saved.  (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


