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CONFESSING CHRIST
(Luke 22:54-71)

SUBJECT:  Evangelism:  Confessing Christ
F.C.F:  How can I gain the courage to confess Christ openly?
PROPOSITION:  Since the Gospel is the best news, we must confess it openly.
INTRODUCTION:

A.  When I was just out of high school, one of my best friends came to me grief-stricken.  We sat down, and I asked him what was wrong. “I have denied Christ,” he said, as tears ran down his face.  “How have you denied Christ?” I asked.  And he told me that he had been in a place where no Christian young man should go.  He was also wearing a necklace with a Jerusalem cross on it.  It was an ornate design that didn’t look much like a traditional cross.  He wore it as a symbol of his faith in Christ.  


And while he was in that place where he knew he should not be, someone asked him about the necklace.  Suddenly he had to make a choice.  He usually used questions about that symbol as an opportunity to witness for Christ.  But if he did that in that situation and explained that he was a disciple of Jesus, then a natural follow-up question would have been, “Well, then what is a Christian doing in a place like this?”  So, instead of witnessing for Christ, he simply said, “Oh, it’s just some symbol.”  When he finished explaining, a new flow of tears began.  He felt that he had denied Christ, just as Peter had denied the Lord on the night he was betrayed.  


B.  He isn’t the only one.  There are different ways of denying the Lord Jesus, but undoubtedly the most common way is through what Bill Fay calls “the sin of silence.”  Jesus made a sobering statement that addresses this matter:  “32 So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”  (Matt. 10)  One application of this is to highlight the need to publicly profess your faith in Jesus and join one of his congregations as he commands.  But certainly this also speaks to situations like that of my good friend.  And it certainly condemns the sin of silence.  If we are ashamed of Jesus, he will be ashamed of us.  If we deny him before men, he will deny us before his heavenly Father—and then we will have no advocate for us on the day of judgment!  

On the night he was betrayed, despite a clear warning, Peter denied the Lord Jesus.  How can we avoid this terrible sin?
I.  THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS.

A.  Undoubtedly, the main reason why God’s people do not confess Christ openly, the root of the sin of silence, is fear.  But it is a fear that is born either out of ignorance or of unbelief, and the two are related.  If we truly understood the great news we have to share in the Gospel, we would share it.  And if we truly believed, deep down, this message, we could not keep from sharing it.  I recall a silly comic strip from several years ago.  In it, a smiling young man was thinking to himself about his new hairpiece.  He was thinking about how natural it looked, how it perfectly matched the rest of his hair, how no one could possibly tell he was wearing it.  And in the last panel, a friend asked, “Hey, man, what’s new?”  And the young man replied, “My new hairpiece!”


We will gladly tell anyone about our new car, new job, new pay raise, new baby, boat, motorcycle, or furniture.  We will go on and on because that new item has captured our heart, it makes us happy, we are proud of it.  

B.  The word “gospel” literally means “good news.”  It is redundant to say that the Gospel is good news, but we may have forgotten this.  In fact, the Gospel is the best news anyone could hear.  There really is no comparison, because no other news could have any influence beyond the grave.  I could tell you that you won the lottery and that you were financially fixed for life.  But what about after your life is over? Only the Gospel can help here.  


Peter denied Jesus three times.  And then the rooster crowed.  Something stirred deeply within him.  He recalled a recent conversation about a rooster crowing.  It was a warning, from Jesus, that Peter would deny him three times that very night before rooster crowed.  That was ridiculous—and then the rooster crowed!  He had done it.  He had denied the Son of God!  What’s worse, in that open courtyard as Jesus was probably being transferred from one interview to the next, at that very moment, Jesus looked down at him, and their eyes met!


C.  The word that is used in verse 61 to describe how Jesus looked at Peter is normally used to describe a look of loving concern.  “61  And the Lord turned and looked at Peter.”  It was not a look of “I told you so,” nor a look of condemnation and judgment.  It was a look of love.  It was the same love that would compel Christ to go on to the cross and die for Peter’s sins, and for my sins.  


That we can be reconciled to God, that we can be forgiven of all sin, that we can be set free, with a perfectly clear conscience and live boldly before the face of God:  this is the best news that anyone could possibly hear.  And this good news is too good to hold.  This good news is for sharing.  
II. THE GOSPEL IS ALSO TRUE NEWS.  


A.  I have heard many people express a reluctance to witness that was based on the concern that they may not have the answer to some tricky question.  You may share Christ with someone else, and they may start raising objections to the faith:  “the Bible isn’t true,” “science has disproved God,” “Christians have behaved badly in the past” (and they have), and so forth.  And you may be alarmed by this kind of challenge.  

1.  Part of this fear may stem from the truth that we are not omniscient.  People may ask difficult questions, and we will not know all the answers.  Of course the Gospel message is not that we have personally discovered the solution to all mysteries, but that Christ has given himself to reconcile sinners to God.  You don’t need to convince people that you know all that God is doing; but they must believe that God knows what he’s doing.  So we need to dismiss this false notion of personal omniscience out of hand.


2.  Some of this fear may come from the truth that there are deep mysteries to the faith.  “Why do tidal waves wash away villages? Those poor people weren’t hurting anyone.”  “Or why does the Bible say that God commanded Israel to exterminate whole cities of people including men, women, and children? Who could believe in a god like that?”  

There is no shame in honestly telling people, “I do not know the answer to your question.  God has not told us everything.  But I do know that Jesus Christ paid the penalty for sinners and offers you eternal life if you will receive him.” 


B.  But some of this reluctance may come from our own unbelief.  We may secretly harbor the fear that the Bible is not completely true, that unbelievers really have the better argument, and that if it comes down to science vs. the Bible, or philosophy vs. the Bible, or psychology vs. the Bible, well then, of course, the Bible will lose every time.  

If that’s what you really believe, then either you have been deeply swayed by the devil’s lies, or you are not really a Christian after all.  Don’t forget that a Christian is a “believer.”  And even though we are not saved by merely believing the Bible’s teaching, we certainly cannot be saved without believing the Bible’s teaching.  

C.  I want to assure you that the Bible really has the intellectually superior argument.  We find this in our text, in a strange exchange in verses 67-69.  “67 “If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”  This tells us something about the nature of unbelief.  Unbelief has a vested interest in not believing.  


Jesus’ answer contained two elements.  First of all, he said, that if he told them the truth that he was the Christ, that they would not believe him.  It was not that they would find it intellectually impossible to accept, but that they “would” not believe him.  They had already chosen not to believe.  So the unbeliever is not really this impartial paragon of clear-thinking, intellectual neutrality and honesty, while the believer is this biased, cloudy-eyed dreamer who refuses to face facts.  Unbelief is a choice, because it has a hidden motive.  


The second part of Jesus’ answer explains why the unbeliever is so biased against the truth:  “If I ask you, you will not answer.”  What’s he talking about?  Well, Jesus has already asked them to commit themselves one way or another, and they have refused to answer.  Look back a couple of chapters to Luke 20:  “1 One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes with the elders came up 2  and said to him, “Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority.” 3  He answered them, “I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, 4  Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man?”  


Now this is what Jesus was referring to when he said, “If I ask you, you will not answer.”  And look at their motive.  “5 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why did you not believe him?’ 6 But if we say, ‘From man,’ all the people will stone us to death, for they are convinced that John was a prophet.” 7 So they answered that they did not know where it came from. 8 And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”  He asked them, and they would not answer, so when they asked him, he would not answer either.  

And you see their reasoning.  They had no interest in the truth, only in the effect.  If they said that John’s baptism was from God, then they would incriminate themselves for not believing.  But if they denied it, then they would suffer the distain of the people, or worse.  What they cared least about was the truth.  And the truth was against them.


D.  And when we talk to people about Jesus Christ, they may throw up a smoke screen of intellectual objections, but don’t let them fool you.  For one thing, the truth is on your side, so you always have the stronger argument.  Christians need never fear the truth.  


But for another thing, you can be sure that the unbeliever has a vested interest in unbelief.  They don’t want to believe.  Belief would cost them more than the false comfort of their unbelief, as absurd as it may be, so they will not believe.  God’s truth, the truth of the Bible may not correspond to a sinner’s self-constructed fantasy world, nor to the vote of the sinful and self-absorbed majority, nor to the desire of the wicked heart that spins webs of self-deceit in order to dismiss the truth.  But it does correspond to reality, because the Gospel is TRUE news.    
III. AND THE GOSPEL IS JESUS’ NEWS.


A.  The Gospel is news from Jesus and the news about Jesus.  Peter saved his skin by denying Jesus that night.  But Jesus did not save himself; he saved others by confessing the truth.  “69 But from now on the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70  So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.” 71  Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.”

The Gospel is news from Jesus.  Jesus created the Gospel.  There would be no Gospel without him.  Salvation, the forgiveness of sins, reconciliation to God, all became possible because Jesus did not turn back but continued on, making the good confession, and allowing himself to be crucified.  So Jesus gave his life so that there would be good news for us to hear.

B.  At the same time, Jesus himself is the good news.  We can be greatly encouraged to share Jesus Christ with others because we are called to share Jesus Christ with others.  And we see just how great it is to share Jesus when we contrast Jesus with Peter.  In many ways Peter could be said to represent the best that humanity had to offer.  He was a likeable, “salt of the earth” kind of person.  What’s more, Jesus had singled him out as a special project.  He was the leader of the new Israel, the chief of the twelve apostles, and, in the end, an utter failure.  


C.  In their heart of hearts people know that they too are deeply flawed.  They do not live up to the expectations of those around them; they don’t even live up to their own low expectations of themselves.  And every hero we can find has an Achilles’ heel, some kind of fatal flaw:  there is nobody who is truly good.  You don’t really need to dig very deeply before the dirt starts to surface.  Peter boasted that while he could certainly believe that the others would all abandon Jesus, he would stick with him to the end.  And then he denied him three times.  At the end of the day, when the din dies down, in the stillness of the night, when people are left alone to themselves, there is a quiet desperation, sometimes even the bitter weeping like Peter:  “There is none righteous, no not one.”  

But the good news of the Gospel is that there really is One.  There is a Savior, who is holy, perfect, and kind.  There is a Good Shepherd who has laid down his life for the sheep, who accepts and receives broken sinners like us, and not only forgives, but makes new.  And this is what we have to offer in the Gospel; this is Who we have to offer in the Gospel, the loving and living Lord Jesus Christ, the righteous one who has suffered for our sin and won the prize of eternal life which he will freely share with all who come to him.  
CONCLUSION


Listen to his invitation to you:  

“28  Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The Gospel is good news, true news, and Jesus’ news.  Come to Christ and enjoy the good news.  And, by all means, share the good news with others.  (
____________________________________________________________________________________________


