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LONGING FOR THE GOOD LAND  
(Deuteronomy 3:23-29)

TEXT: 

SUBJECT:  Spiritual perseverance.



F.C.F:  How can I maintain my spiritual vigor? 
PROPOSITION:  Since God is doing great things, we must be 
fully engaged in service.
APPLICATION: 
INTRODUCTION:


A.  The United States Marines are looking for a few, good… senior citizens, or at least one of them.  Opal Walker, a 79-year-old Florida woman received an urgent invitation to join them.  According to The Week magazine, the retired Mrs. Walker received the letter by priority overnight mail.  It read, “Do you think you have what it takes to be a Marine? Are you prepared for one of the most demanding challenges you will ever face?”  She said that she wasn’t sure that she was, but she plans to report to the local recruiting office anyhow.  “Here I am,” she plans to say.  “Where do you want me?” 


We have to smile at her enthusiasm.  

B.  At the time he wrote Deuteronomy, Moses was 120 years old.  It was written at the end of his life, perhaps in the last month or even weeks before his death.  Yet even at this advanced age, he is raring to go.  He is amazed and delighted in God’s great works of conquering the peoples of Sihon and Og, giving their land to Israel.  And he can’t wait to see what God is going to do next.  And he tells us this in this second section of the book, the historical survey.  God has been faithful, and his faithfulness urges us on to greater love and obedience.   

The specific reason this was written in this historical survey was probably to explain why Moses was not going with them into the Promised Land, to remind them that God had appointed Joshua as their new leader, and to spur them on to take the land.  But it does have a very current application.  

C.  There is a problem I have noticed as I have gotten older and have passed mid-life:  people start to slow down.  Now part of this is completely normal and understandable (it explains why they have various age brackets in 5 and 10 K runs, for example.  I’m not troubled when people slow down physically or even mentally.  But I find it exceedingly troubling when people who have been life-long professing Christians move along in age and then slow down in their zeal for Christ.  Certainly you’ve seen this, and you know what I’m talking about.  
Some people in their 80s and even 90s are actively, diligently, passionately praying and doing all they can for Christ, even though they may have other limitations.  But what a tragedy when you see church members, who may be much younger, and have cooled off for Christ, who are just going through the motions!  


How do you maintain your spiritual vigor?  How do you renew and retain your spiritual stamina and resilience? First…   

I.  KEEP YOUR HEART IN GOD’S WORK.


A.  Moses never retired.  He was 120 years old and still hard at it.  In fact, he never really got going until he was 80.  And he never retired.  He got tired, but he never retired.  In Exodus 17 we find Israel gone to battle against the Amalekites.  This was their first real test in armed conflict.  And the text tells us that  Moses stood up high on a hill overlooking the battlefield with his staff raised up high, and with his hands uplifted, blessing the people.  As long as Moses had his hands raised, Israel prevailed.  But he got tired, and his hands fell.  So they placed a rock behind him, and he sat on it.  And they had Aaron and Hur stand on either side of him to hold up his hands and ensure their success.  He got tired, but he never retired.    

Or in Exodus 18, we read of how Moses’ father-in-law Jethro counseled him to appoint others to share the load of judging the disputes between people, for the load was too heavy for him, and he was wearing himself out.  So again, he got tired, but he never retired.  There is no shame in getting tired.  But I’m concerned that many of God’s people are forfeiting God’s blessing and promised rewards because they are retiring early.  


Even at this late stage, Moses is still passionate, delighted in God’s service.  “23  “And I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, 24  ‘O Lord GOD, you have only begun to show your servant your greatness and your mighty hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty acts as yours?”  “O Lord, you’re just getting started.  I have seen what you can do in our most recent conquests over the enemy.  I can’t wait to see what you are going to do next, for who can do what you can do?”  He was still pressing on, even in his last days on earth, eager to serve the living God.  Why? Because he still had his heart in the work.  And he was still witnessing the great things that God was doing.


B.  Let me ask you a question:  What do you see God doing?  Where do you see God at work?  What great acts of God amaze you and fill you with eagerness today?  What great things do you see God doing?  Let’s be very honest, if nothing quickly comes to mind, if no thought leaps at you and seizes your heart and mind, then I think we’ve located some of the problem.  God is always at work accomplishing his will, redeeming sinners, strengthening his children, bringing repentance and renewed faith.  And perhaps the reason you don’t see it is because you’re not close enough to it.  You’re not in the work, and it’s in the work that you see God working.  


C.  Many older people have noticed this, and that’s why they are still so filled with life and zeal for the Lord.  They’re like Moses, they know their time may be very short, but they don’t care because what God is doing now is so fascinating and wonderful.


   Several years ago a thirteen-year-old boy who attended Mohawk Central School at Paines Hollow in New York heard an appeal for contributions to Santa Claus Anonymous, a group that provides gifts for unfortunate children that otherwise would go without Christmas presents. The boy struggled to save a few pennies for this purpose. On the Friday before Christmas vacation he had fifteen cents and planned to turn in this small treasure at the school that day. But a furious blizzard blasted the area that Friday and the school buses could not run. So the boy waded a considerable distance through deep snow to give his fifteen cents to the school principal. The principal found it difficult to control his emotions as he accepted the gift, for the youngster was one of the destitute children listed to receive a Christmas present from Santa Claus Anonymous.  He had his heart in the work, and he lived with joy.   

Keep your heart in God’s work, and your heart will always be delighted.    
II. KEEP YOUR EYES ON GOD’S PRIZE.  


A.  One of the great temptations of the enemy is distraction.  It’s the old magician’s trick:  he distracts you into looking over there, while he puts the coin in his pocket, and it seems like he made it vanish into thin air.  God offers us great reward, beyond our most hopeful dreams, and Satan seeks to cloud our vision.  

Moses has been pursuing this prize for 40 years.  And here he is almost there.  It’s all he can think about.  “23  “And I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, 24  ‘O Lord GOD, you have only begun to show your servant your greatness and your mighty hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty acts as yours? 25  Please let me go over and see the good land beyond the Jordan, that good hill country and Lebanon.’ 26  But the LORD was angry with me because of you and would not listen to me. And the LORD said to me, ‘Enough from you; do not speak to me of this matter again.”    


B.  We cannot blame Moses for his longing.  He has been with the people for 40 years.  He was there when God first called him.  He went through the terrors of facing Pharaoh, of hearing his threats, through the countless times of rebellion from his people, the failures of his brother Aaron and sister Miriam.  He was there in the horrible time at Kadesh Barnea when the faithless people refused to believe God and obey and enter the land.  He has been trudging along these 38 years in the wilderness, going nowhere, with one goal in mind—the prize, the Promised Land.  And then, when they were almost there, the people grumbled about the lack of water.  God commanded Moses to bring water from the rock by speaking to it.  Instead, he disobeyed God and struck the rock twice.  And for this disobedience, he was barred from the land.  Moses never got there.    


But he got to see it:  “27  Go up to the top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes westward and northward and southward and eastward, and look at it with your eyes, for you shall not go over this Jordan.”  Keep your eyes on the prize.  

C.  People get distracted.  Satan loves to have God’s people thinking about anything and everything besides God’s promise.  And distraction leads to disappointment.  When we fix our eyes on some lesser goal, and when we find that that goal is unsatisfying, it drains away our zeal for Christ and plunges us into disappointment and discouragement.  This is what has been so destructive of the church in the last few decades.  Well-meaning, though horribly short-sighted and ignorant church leaders have been reinventing the church, trying to attract people by teaching them that they should be consumed with self—self-esteem, self-fulfillment, self-help, and self-improvement which is all completely worldly and in the end, worthless.  They have sought to try to tap into the natural, self-centered worldliness of unregenerate sinners, and promised that God would help them become even more worldly and self-centered.  That’s astonishing! And it did enjoy some temporary numerical success—but at what cost? 


Instead of teaching God’s people to keep their eyes on God’s prize, they taught them to focus their dreams on worldly success—health, and wealth, and prosperity, and power, and prestige.  And now all of that has come crashing down as some people did achieve them.  They gained the whole world, and yet lost their souls.  They failed to keep their eyes on God’s prize.  

C.  What is God’s prize?  In Moses’ day, it was to dwell with God in the good land.  It was to enjoy God’s pleasure and favor in an everlasting relationship in which God would be their God and they would be his people.  It was to live forever in peace under God’s blessing:  his wisdom, provision, and protection.


That’s the prize for us as well.  It is the kingdom of God, living securely always with God as your king, in obedience and love, under his blessing, through faith in Christ.  It begins in this life, in this broken age which is passing away, but it only comes into its fullness in the age to come.  It is glorious.  It is wonderful beyond imagination.  And you must at all times keep your eyes on God’s prize.         

Keep your heart in God’s work, and it will always be delighted. 


Keep your eyes on God’s prize, and they will always be filled with wonder.  And… 
III. KEEP YOUR FINGER ON GOD’S FUTURE. 


A.  This might be new information to you, but ours might not be the last generation.  It may not all end with us.  Our Lord’s return may be hundreds, even thousands of years in the future.  And if it is, then the church of Jesus Christ will need new leadership.  When I was a teenager, I was convinced that Christ would come soon, before my life was over.  But he hasn’t come yet, and my life is more than half over.   


B.  The last thing God called Moses to do in our text was to prepare for the future leadership of God’s people.  “28 But charge Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he shall go over at the head of this people, and he shall put them in possession of the land that you shall see.’ 29 So we remained in the valley opposite Beth-peor.” 
That had to be tough for Moses to take.  “You will never see your way to the goal.  So prepare another man to finish the work.”  And, of course, we need to be in the preparing business. 


C.  Who will take over for you when you are gone? Name a younger person whom you are training to continue the work you are doing for Christ?  Let me suggest that you train several, to build on the work and expand it.  This is certainly part of the Great Commission, and a Great Commission church will certainly have its finger on the future.  A Great Commission church is a disciple-making church:  making disciples from the ground up, from raw and rebellious unbeliever, to ardent, equipped and mature follower of Jesus Christ.  

For too long we have mistakenly sought to be a disciple-attracting church, trying to draw in those who are already mature believers who may move into town.  Or we have relied upon disciple-raising, biological growth, having children and raising them in the faith.  Of course we are called to raise up our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and the first place to make disciples is in the home.  But if that’s the only place we make disciples, then that excludes a lot of people from the kingdom who have not been born into Christian families.  Jesus calls us to be a disciple-making church.  And we are taking some of the first steps in this necessary transition.  Evangelism, sharing Christ with others and calling them to faith and repentance is essential, but only the first step.  Jesus did not simply call us to make converts, but to make disciples, trained and equipped servants of Christ.  We need to keep our finger on God’s future.  
CONCLUSION


How do you maintain your spiritual vitality?

Keep your heart in God’s work, and it will always be delighted. 


Keep your eyes on God’s prize, and they will always be filled with wonder.  

Keep your finger on the future, and you will influence the kingdom for generations to come.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________


