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THE LORD OF ALL HISTORY  
(Deuteronomy 2:1-25)

TEXT: 

SUBJECT:  God’s sovereignty.



F.C.F:  How can we be sure of success in outreach? 
PROPOSITION:  Since God is sovereign, we can risk all in 
proclaiming Christ.
APPLICATION: 
INTRODUCTION:


A.  Several years ago the Jewish Rabbi Harold Kushner took up the theological puzzle of the “theodicy” in his book, Why Bad Things Happen to Good People.  “Theodicy” literally means the attempt to justify God, to demonstrate that God is just and fair.  The classic expression of this puzzle is to set forth three statements: 

God is all-powerful

God is all-good

Evil exists (that is, bad things happen).

If God were all-powerful, then, we are told, he could stop bad things from happening.  And if God were all-good, then, we are told, he would want to stop bad things from happening.  But because bad things do indeed happen, God must either not be all-powerful, or he must not be all-good.  Instead God must either be unable or unwilling to stop bad things from happening.  Kushner argues that God is weak, he is unable to prevent tragedies, but he suffers with us in them.  


B.  It is not my purpose to try to solve the theodicy this evening.  I believe there are sufficient, though, perhaps, not complete, answers.  The book of Job, for example, does a good job of pointing the way.  What I rather want to do is to use Kushner’s own Bible, especially our text from Deuteronomy, to show that his answer is perhaps the least satisfying, certainly least biblical answer of all.  And I want to help us respond to the great challenge that is presented to us in this text.  
I. WE MUST REST IN GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY.


Kushner’s notion that God would really like to help us out but is just too weak to manage it is really quite astonishing.  That God is sovereign, that he rules and reigns over all things is not merely a Christian or New Testament idea.  It is firmly established in the Old Testament as well, starting from the creation.  If God made all things, certainly he can control all things.  But we don’t simply need to infer this.  We can see God’s sovereignty taught explicitly.  In fact, our text from Deuteronomy 2 is overflowing with the sovereignty of God.  

A.  The first thing we notice is that God controls the nations.  We find that the people of Esau, Moab, and Ammon live where they live because God placed them there.  God declares, “I have given” them their territory.  “5 Do not contend with them, for I will not give you any of their land, no, not so much as for the sole of the foot to tread on, because I have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession.”  Why did the people of Esau live there?  Because that’s the place God determined for them and gave them.  


The same is true with the people of Moab:  “9  And the LORD said to me, ‘Do not harass Moab or contend with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land for a possession, because I have given Ar to the people of Lot for a possession.’”  We find the same thing with the people of Ammon:  “19  And when you approach the territory of the people of Ammon, do not harass them or contend with them, for I will not give you any of the land of the people of Ammon as a possession, because I have given it to the sons of Lot for a possession.’”

So why did these nations live in these particular territories?  Because God has given it to them.  God is absolutely sovereign; he does as he pleases and accomplishes his will.

B.  In these particular instances, God did so because he was keeping his promises.  In Genesis we find the descendants of Esau, Jacob’s brother.  Though he sold his birthright and lost the blessing, he still received this territory as his inheritance.  And you recall the story of Abraham and his nephew Lot in Acts 13.  They both became so wealthy in flocks and herds that the land could not support them both.  Abraham gave Lot the choice of land, and Lot chose the fertile Jordan Valley east of the Dead Sea, the region of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Abraham went west into Canaan.  After Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed for their wickedness, Lot’s two sons, Moab and Ben-Ammi (father of the Ammonites) settled in this same region.  So God was still honoring this promise.  The sons of Lot lived where they lived because God had promised them this land through Abraham.  In fact, God had to destroy the former inhabitants of that land to keep his promise and give it to the Ammonites, as he did for the people of Esau before:  “19  And when you approach the territory of the people of Ammon, do not harass them or contend with them, for I will not give you any of the land of the people of Ammon as a possession, because I have given it to the sons of Lot for a possession.’ 20  (It is also counted as a land of Rephaim. Rephaim formerly lived there—but the Ammonites call them Zamzummim— 21  a people great and many, and tall as the Anakim; but the LORD destroyed them before the Ammonites, and they dispossessed them and settled in their place, 22  as he did for the people of Esau, who live in Seir, when he destroyed the Horites before them and they dispossessed them and settled in their place even to this day.”  

God is sovereign.  He is the Lord of all history.  He accomplishes his will, and nothing can stop him.  So Paul was absolutely right when he declared to the philosophers on Mars Hill in Acts 17:26:  “And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place….”

C.  And we pay special attention to God’s care for his people (2:7):  “For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands. He knows your going through this great wilderness. These forty years the LORD your God has been with you. You have lacked nothing.”’  God is both able and willing to care for his people.  He keeps all his promises, and he rules and overrules all things.  

So, sorry, Rabbi Kushner, but you should have spent more time reading and believing your own Bible rather than the pop philosophers and pop psychologists of our day.  You idea that God is weak, unable to help us, even though he really would like to, is a non-starter.  It won’t fly; virtually every page in Scripture shoots it down.  God is in charge; nothing prevents his accomplishing his will.  We must rest in God’s sovereignty.  When bad things happen, it certainly is NOT because God cannot prevent them.  God rules over all. 


And this means that 

II. WE MUST RESPOND TO HIS SOVEREIGNTY. 


A.  I would like to apply this text in another direction, one that I think is more fitting.  Even though this text clearly teaches that God is able to help his people in trouble, that is not the point of this text.  


This is a part of the historical prologue to the treaty of the great King.  God is establishing his covenant with his people on the very threshold of the Promised Land.  Soon, they will be called to go in and take possession of that land.  The can do so in the assurance that God is in full control of all history.  He has already demonstrated this.  He kept his lesser promises to Esau and to Lot, giving them their territories and not taking it away from them even as his chosen people drew near.  So if God could give them their territory, he can certainly give Israel their Promised Land.  That’s the implication for the people of God in the Old Testament as they are preparing to enter the land of promise.  

B.  God commands his people and carries out his plans through his people.  


1.  He is specific with them:  he will not give them any of the territory of Esau, Moab, or Ammon.  So they may pass through, but they are to pay their way.  They are not to spark a conflict, for the Lord will not give them any of that territory.  He has already “given” it.  


2.  At the same time, he tells them to prepare themselves to take possession of the land east of the Jordan.  “24  ‘Rise up, set out on your journey and go over the Valley of the Arnon. Behold, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land. Begin to take possession, and contend with him in battle.”   Why could they be sure that they would prevail in battle and successfully defeat the Amorites?  Because God says, “I have given….”  God’s sovereignty is a call to action, a call to respond to his sovereignty.  


C.  Now let’s fast-forward to the New Testament version of God’s command to take possession of the Promised Land.  It’s found in Matthew 28:18-20:  “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

Remember the ancient promise to Abraham, to give him a land, a people, and a blessing.  The blessing of salvation has come through Christ.  The land is our heavenly home.  The people is composed of all the elect, all those who are “appointed to eternal life.”  

The Old Testament people of Israel was a mere picture of the greater reality that would come in Christ.  So the spiritual parallel to the events in Deuteronomy is really the Great Commission.  The true application of this text is for us to “make disciples of all nations.”  Our confidence in doing so is that God is sovereign, is absolutely in control of all things, and uses us to accomplish his purposes.  Jesus echoes this truth when he prefaces the Great Commission by declaring, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 

So the situation bears great similarities.  God demonstrates his sovereignty to encourage his people to accomplish his plan.  Jesus declares his full authority to encourage us to fulfill his Great Commission.  


D.  But there is one great dissimilarity, and it is important.  Israel knew precisely, in detail, where they were to go and what they were to do.  “Don’t mess with the people of Esau, Moab, or Ammon,” they were told, “but the Amorites are fair game.  I have given you their territory.”  So they could walk right past Esau, Moab, and Ammon and ignore them completely as they moved toward their goal in Canaan.    

But we do NOT know what territory God has given us.  We do not know those who will be saved, and those who will not be saved.  We know that God is in complete control, that he will gather all of the elect through the preaching of the Gospel, we just don’t know who they are.  


So we are to witness to all.  We don’t know the boundaries of the territory.  God has not told us.  But he knows.  So we are to cover it all, and trust God to save those whom he will.  He will accomplish all his plan through us. 


We’ve already seen this in our study in Acts.  In Acts 13 Paul and Barnabas preach Christ in Antioch of Pisidia.  And even though they encounter some stiff opposition, still God plants a church there.  And listen to verse 48:  “And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.”  If we broadcast the message and sow the seed of the Gospel over the whole field, God will see to it that it produces a harvest of righteousness and salvation in all of those whom he has chosen.  

We already mentioned Paul preaching in Athens to the philosophers on Mars Hill.  Now listen to the results:  “32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear you again about this.” 33  So Paul went out from their midst. 34  But some men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them.”  Notice that Paul preached to all, and those whom God had chosen believed.  Paul did not waste his words on anyone. 


God has not told us who are of his elect, so he simply calls us to tell everyone.  And we should expect, when we share Christ with others, that often we are straying into the territory of Esau, or Moab, or Ammon.  We will share Christ with many people whom God has not given us.  We will preach Christ to many who are not elect, or to many who may be elect, but God has appointed them to be saved at a later date.  THAT IS NOT OUR CONCERN!  We are to share Christ with others, to make disciples of all nations, and let God give fruitfulness as he has determined.  To be successful in sharing Christ is simply to be faithful in sharing Christ.  


Why doesn’t God just tell us who will and will not believe and save us the hassle?  I believe it is for at least two reasons.  First, God wants all to hear this incredible message of his Son because it glorifies him.  He has found a way to save sinners.  His love in Christ is astonishing!  This good news is so great that it is worth proclaiming to all!  But the second reason is that God gives fair warning.  He wants all to hear so that they will have no defense on the day of judgment.  God made a way to be saved, but those who are lost thumbed their noses at God and his Savior, so they are without excuse. 
CONCLUSION


The point is that we must in every way be proclaiming Christ to all.  This is our Kadesh-barnea.  This is our call to believe God and take possession of what he has promised.  God swore to Abraham to give him a people:  he uses us to claim them.  And we must proclaim the Gospel.  We must be absolutely confident in the sovereignty of God when he says, “I have given,” when Jesus says, ““All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  We need to make every effort to become trained to share Christ, and then to share him with everyone.  This is our Kadesh-barnea.  And you recall from last time that God’s people were afraid to take possession, so they lost the promise for their generation.  This is our Kadesh-barnea.  And we must not fail.  We must not.  

Author Henry Drummond wrote:  “Unless a man undertakes more than he can possibly do, he will never do all that he possibly can.”  There is great wisdom in that statement.  Perhaps the reason we accomplish so little for Christ is because we attempt so little for Christ.  In every way, with every opportunity, to every creature, we must proclaim him.  
(
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