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GOD’S FAITHFULNESS  
(Deuteronomy 1:19-46)

TEXT: 

SUBJECT:  



F.C.F:   
PROPOSITION:  

APPLICATION: 
INTRODUCTION:


A.  In our study of Deuteronomy, we are just into the second section.  Deuteronomy is structured almost precisely like the treaties of the ancient Middle East.  The people could readily understand that God was the great King, the King of kings, and that they were his favored people since he was making his treaty with them.  The first five verses contain the preamble in which the Great King identifies himself.  The next section stretches from 1:6-4:49 and is the historical prologue.  In this section the king reminds the people of his past dealings with them, pointing out how he has been gracious to them, and implying that the same will follow in the future if they keep covenant with him.

B.  This evening we consider what is arguably the most painful event in Moses’ life, with only one possible exception.  Through momentous trials and miraculous events, God has rescued his people against all odds, bringing them to safety, defeating their enemies, and keeping all his promises.  He has favored them by giving them his holy Law from Mt. Sinai.  He has provided for them miraculously, bread in the wilderness.  He leads them and shades them through a pillar of cloud by day and gives them light and warmth through a pillar of fire at night.  And now, on the very border of the Promised Land, the people flinch—they refuse to go in and claim what God has promised.  


C.  Though this text is painful, perhaps depressingly so, it is also instructive.  And it is even inspiring as we see God’s faithfulness.  He keeps his promises.   In fact, what I want you to see is that 

I.  God keeps his promises, though individuals may disqualify themselves, and 

II.  God requires faith expressed in obedience.    
I.  GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES, THOUGH INDIVIDUALS MAY DISQUALIFY THEMSELVES.  

A.  God will do what he wants.  Nothing can thwart his purposes; nothing can stop his plan.  When God promised Abraham to give him a land, a people, and a blessing, that was an unconditional promise.  This is what he would do, and it would surely come to pass.


But that did not mean that individual descendants of Abraham, even whole generations, might not forfeit those benefits.  And that’s precisely what we find with the generation the God brought out of Egypt.  

    19 “Then we set out from Horeb and went through all that great and terrifying wilderness that you saw, on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded us. And we came to Kadesh-barnea. 20 And I said to you, ‘You have come to the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is giving us.  21  See, the LORD your God has set the land before you. Go up, take possession, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has told you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’”  So what hope could they have of taking this land?  Their confidence was to be found in the fact that God had promised it to them, and God would surely keep his Word.  This is to the essence of true faith, taking God at his Word and acting on it.  


“22  Then all of you came near me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, that they may explore the land for us and bring us word again of the way by which we must go up and the cities into which we shall come.’ 23  The thing seemed good to me, and I took twelve men from you, one man from each tribe.  Numbers 13:1 makes it clear that the Lord approved of this, even suggested it.  “24  And they turned and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshcol and spied it out. 25  And they took in their hands some of the fruit of the land and brought it down to us, and brought us word again and said, ‘It is a good land that the LORD our God is giving us.’”  God gave them assurance which they could see with their own eyes:  this land was certainly a good land.  They could see it for themselves.  


The problem was that this is not all that they saw.   “26 “Yet you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the LORD your God. 27  And you murmured in your tents and said, ‘Because the LORD hated us he has brought us out of the land of Egypt, to give us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.”  Their complaint or accusation is outrageous, not only because it falsely indicts God for wrongdoing, but also because it is absurd.  If God had wanted to destroy them, he could have simply left them in Egypt.  Pharaoh was already doing the job.  


“28  Where are we going up? Our brothers have made our hearts melt, saying, “The people are greater and taller than we. The cities are great and fortified up to heaven. And besides, we have seen the sons of the Anakim there.”’  Please note the place of fear, the melting heart, we will get back to that.  And don’t forget about these Anakim; we will meet them again.  


“29  Then I said to you, ‘Do not be in dread or afraid of them. 30  The LORD your God who goes before you will himself fight for you, just as he did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 31  and in the wilderness, where you have seen how the LORD your God carried you, as a man carries his son, all the way that you went until you came to this place.’ 32  Yet in spite of this word you did not believe the LORD your God, 33  who went before you in the way to seek you out a place to pitch your tents, in fire by night and in the cloud by day, to show you by what way you should go.” Moses tried to reason with them.  He did an on-the-spot historical review, reminding them of the miraculous goodness of the Lord in rescuing and protecting them.  But it was too late.  


B.  Remember the point.  God will keep his Word; nothing can stop it.  But individuals, perhaps even whole generations can disqualify themselves.  

“ 34  “And the LORD heard your words and was angered, and he swore, 35  ‘Not one of these men of this evil generation shall see the good land that I swore to give to your fathers, 36  except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it, and to him and to his children I will give the land on which he has trodden, because he has wholly followed the LORD!’ 37  Even with me the LORD was angry on your account and said, ‘You also shall not go in there.”  (Moses draws in this fact as well that he also was disqualified, even though the reason was something that took place a bit later.  “38  Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall enter. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.”  So Joshua and Caleb, the two faithful spies, the authors of the minority report did NOT disqualify themselves, but were included in the blessing for their faithfulness.  


And now watch this:  “39  And as for your little ones, who you said would become a prey, and your children, who today have no knowledge of good or evil, they shall go in there. And to them I will give it, and they shall possess it.”  You see, someone would inherit this promise of God.  God would keep his promise, and nothing could stop him, even though individuals could disqualify themselves.  And that’s what happened to this faithless generation:  “40  But as for you, turn, and journey into the wilderness in the direction of the Red Sea.’” 

And it was too late for repentance.  “41 “Then you answered me, ‘We have sinned against the LORD.”  Now remember, the only reason they could take the land was because God was giving it to them.  And when they tried to take it on their own, they utterly failed.   “We ourselves will go up and fight, just as the LORD our God commanded us.’ And every one of you fastened on his weapons of war and thought it easy to go up into the hill country. 42  And the LORD said to me, ‘Say to them, Do not go up or fight, for I am not in your midst, lest you be defeated before your enemies.’ 43  So I spoke to you, and you would not listen; but you rebelled against the command of the LORD and presumptuously went up into the hill country.”  Here is the sin of presumption, thinking that they could accomplish God’s work without God’s help or blessing.  This is likewise one of the most serious sins of the church today, the sin of presumption, thinking that we can do the Lord’s work when and how we please, almost without the Lord’s help.  “44  Then the Amorites who lived in that hill country came out against you and chased you as bees do and beat you down in Seir as far as Hormah.”

C.  This reference to their being chased as bees do must have been chilling to them.  In Exodus 23:20 and following God described how he would give them the Promised Land.    “20  “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared. 21  Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him. 22  “But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries. 23  “When my angel goes before you and brings you to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and I blot them out, 24  you shall not bow down to their gods nor serve them, nor do as they do, but you shall utterly overthrow them and break their pillars in pieces. 25  You shall serve the LORD your God, and he will bless your bread and your water, and I will take sickness away from among you. 26  None shall miscarry or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of your days. 27  I will send my terror before you and will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28  And I will send hornets before you, which shall drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you.”  So the Lord was against them.  The same curse that was to fall on their enemies was now falling on them.  


“ 45  And you returned and wept before the LORD, but the LORD did not listen to your voice or give ear to you. 46  So you remained at Kadesh many days, the days that you remained there.”

And once again, the point is that God keeps his promises, though individuals may disqualify themselves and forfeit the blessing.  

What we also see is that 
II.  GOD REQUIRES FAITH EXPRESSED IN OBEDIENCE.  

A.  How did this generation disqualify themselves and forfeit the blessing?  They did so by not believing God, and letting that unbelief grow into disobedience.  God said, “Go in and take the land.”  They had every evidence to believe that he could give them victory, and no reason to doubt him.  Just a couple of months before, God had single handedly defeated the greatest superpower on earth.  The might of the Egyptian army was drowned, and they did not lift a finger to make it happen, they only watched God do it.  God had led them, provided for them, protected them, and proved his promise that it was a good land.  What more could they ask?  

The only drawback was that the inhabitants of the land were large and they lived in fortified cities.  This was quite true.  And they focused more on their problems than they did on God’s promises, and I think that we may tend to do that as well.  

B.  Let’s pause for a bit and ask why Moses is telling this at this historical moment.  The generation that flinched was now all gone.  Their bodies had been buried in the wilderness.  So why go over this at this point?  It’s because their children were similarly poised to enter the same Promised Land, and the same Anakim, the same giants lived in the same fortified cities.  Nothing had changed that.  The problems were the same, but he wanted them to focus more on the promises than on the problems.  


This is not escapism.  Escapism is when you ignore your problems and do no deal with them.  The next book in the Old Testament is Joshua, and we can be sure that they dealt with their problems; they did not ignore them.  What we must remember is that Jericho was the first of those fortified cities of those giants in the land, and God caused the walls of that city to fall down flat.  


God requires faith expressed in obedience.  They didn’t have to devise superior military strategies or make political alliances or hire a mercenary army to fight with them.  They simply needed to believe God and do what he said, to trust and obey him.  


C.  We must understand that the great enemy of faith is not really lust, or greed, or hatred—it’s fear.  When faith should have led to obedience, fear led to rebellion and disobedience.  Moses specifically urged them not to fear: “21  See, the LORD your God has set the land before you. Go up, take possession, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has told you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’”

Yet they let fear get the best of them:  “26 “Yet you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the LORD your God. 27 And you murmured in your tents and said, ‘Because the LORD hated us he has brought us out of the land of Egypt, to give us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 28 Where are we going up? Our brothers have made our hearts melt, saying, “The people are greater and taller than we. The cities are great and fortified up to heaven. And besides, we have seen the sons of the Anakim there.”’ And Moses tries to reassure them, tries to neutralize their fear.  “29 Then I said to you, ‘Do not be in dread or afraid of them.”  But it was to no avail:  “32  Yet in spite of this word you did not believe the LORD your God….”  


D.  Fear was supposed to be the great weapon that the Lord would use against their enemies.  He would cause them to fear and flee.  We heard an echo of that in the text we read earlier from Exodus 23:27:  “27 I will send my terror before you and will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you.”

We mentioned Jericho earlier.  When the two spies were in Jericho, they found that the Lord had sent this terror already before them.  Rahab hid  these two spies because of this terror:  (Joshua 2:8-11) “8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9  and said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10  For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. 11  And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath.”

Later on, when Gideon needs reassurance that he will prevail over the Midianites, God tells him to sneak up to the edge of the enemy camp by night and listen to what they say (Judges 7:9-14):  “ 9 That same night the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hand. 10  But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. 11  And you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outposts of the armed men who were in the camp. 12  And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the East lay along the valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the sand that is on the seashore in abundance. 13  When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.” 14  And his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.” 15  As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has given the host of Midian into your hand.”

Why did he suddenly have so much courage?  Because he recognized that God had already caused his promised terror to fall upon the enemy, and that they would flee.  


E.  Let me give you one more.  Fast forward 800 years to the time of Esther.  Wicked Haman conspired to annihilate the Jews, but his plot was revealed and the king decreed that the Jews could defend themselves.  And guess what happened when they stood up to their enemies (Esther 9:1-2):  “1Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king’s command and edict were about to be carried out, on the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: the Jews gained mastery over those who hated them. 2  The Jews gathered in their cities throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. And no one could stand against them, for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples.”    
APPLICATIONS


Two applications:


1.  First of all, fear is the enemy.  The only fear we are to know is the fear of the Lord.  Those who truly fear the Lord fear nothing else.  And those who do not fear the Lord fear everything else.  So when you are afraid to do what is right, what needs to be done, what God calls you in his Word to do, then please know that that fear is not from God.  Fear is God’s weapon against his enemies.  Fear is out of place and unbecoming for the people of God.


We are going to have an evangelism workshop, training in personal evangelism.  Fear certainly prevents many of God’s people from sharing Christ with others.  In fact, the title of the workshop acknowledges this:  “Sharing Jesus Without Fear.”  But please be sure that fear often leads God’s people into disobedience.  Fear is the enemy, and, with God’s help we must conquer every fear.  And the way to dissolve every fear is to fear God more perfectly.  


2.  The second application is that we should still expect God to strike terror into our enemies.  But we must understand who is the enemy.  Our true foe is no man, not the Amorites, Hittites, Girgashites, Canaanites, Amalekites, (or Termites).  Our real enemy is the devil, Satan.  We must never, never fear him.  Rather, God intends to terrorize the devil for us.  How do we know this? Because God says so.  James 4:6-7:  “6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God.” Do you know that that means?  It means that we are to fear the Lord.  We are to place ourselves completely in his hands.  And then what shall we do when we fear the Lord?  “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”  


Why does James say that the devil will “flee” from us?  Why doesn’t he say that the devil will stalk away angry and upset, or that he will wait for a better moment to strike, or that he will lurk in the shadows, plotting more evil?  Why does he say that the devil will “flee?”


Someone who flees does so because he is—afraid.  God still promises to send his terror against our enemies.  Our true enemy is the devil, and God says that if we fear the Lord and resist the devil, God will terrorize him, and the devil will FLEE!  
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