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BECOMING DISCIPLES 
(Galatians 6:6-10)

TEXT: 

SUBJECT:  



F.C.F:   
PROPOSITION:  

APPLICATION: 
INTRODUCTION:


A.  We have been considering our core callings as God’s people, how the church can be the church, the most pressing need for our day and for any day.  The world may despise, ridicule, and oppress the church.  But unless the church is the church, the world has no hope whatsoever.  

And we have looked at four of our five central callings:  congregational care and fellowship, the internal ministry to one another; worship, the upward ministry of glorifying God; and missions near and far, making disciple through baptizing and teaching, bringing them in and bringing them up.  And lastly we consider the need to become disciples ourselves, the internal ministry of teaching and training God’s people to obey everything Christ has commanded us.  


We began this series by studying Galatians 6:1-5, bearing one another’s burdens.  Let’s close with the next section from Galatians 6 (6-10), becoming disciples ourselves through the teaching and training ministry of the church.   


6  One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches. 7  Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9  And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10  So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.


B.  The usual interpretation of this text is that verse six alone deals with the use of money and is largely unrelated to the rest of it.  But it is clear that the use of money is the theme throughout the whole section of verses 6-10, for reasons we will soon consider.  So as we look over this passage, we need to be thinking about it in terms of using wisely the resources God has entrusted to us.  And the best use of these resources is to obey Christ and become his disciples 


So, very practically, here is some sound investment advice from God’s Word.  First,  

I.  A DISCIPLE INVESTS IN GOOD TEACHING.


A.  If you had an extra thousand dollars lying around to invest, where would be the wisest place to put it?  The stock market?  Mutual funds?  On the futures market?  Paul recommends spending it to make sure you have good teaching.  “6  One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches.”  In view here is not only the ministry of your local pastor and preachers.  The word for “instruction” is the same word from which we get “catechism”.  It involves instruction in God’s word.  James Boice writes that this points “to a class of paid teachers at a surprisingly early date.  Paul’s policy was apparently to preach the gospel without receiving money, preferring to earn his living as a tentmaker.  But this was in pioneer work.  As soon as possible he seems to have established a more fixed structure.”  

B.  What is at stake here?  Is this just about paying pastors?  Calvin puts his finger on a matter of utmost importance:  “(Paul) saw that the ministers of the word were neglected, because the word itself was despised; for if the word be truly esteemed, its ministers will always receive kind and honorable treatment. It is one of the tricks of Satan to defraud godly ministers of support, that the Church may be deprived of such ministers.  An earnest desire to preserve a gospel ministry, led to Paul’s recommendation that proper attention should be paid to good and faithful pastors.”


It is a worthy investment to ensure that you have godly teaching.  Martin Luther notes of his own day”  “In the old days when the Pope reigned supreme everybody paid plenty for masses. The begging friars brought in their share. Commercial priests counted the daily offerings. From these extortions our countrymen are now delivered by the Gospel. You would think they would be grateful for their emancipation and give generously for the support of the ministry of the Gospel and the relief of impoverished Christians. Instead, they rob Christ…. (by not paying their pastors). The reason why the churches of Galatia, Corinth, and other places were troubled by false apostles was this, that they had so little regard for their faithful ministers.”


C.  We would be wise to invest in ensuring that we have the Word of God.  Now this is my opinion, for what it is worth, but this also applies to our church’s expenditure for Christian education and Sunday School materials as well.  And I would recommend that families have on hand important tools for Bible study education in the home.  Each home would be wise to invest in a set of Bible encyclopedias, a good concordance, a set of Bible commentaries and a Bible dictionary.  By the way, we seek to give our graduates some of these important reference materials in order to give their home a good start.  

II. A DISCIPLE SHARES GOOD TEACHING.


Next, Paul says, that as a general rule, it is wise to invest in spiritual endeavors, and not just in those that pertain to this life.  “7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.”

A.  A usual translation as reflected in the NIV is that if you do bad things you will be spiritually destroyed, but if you do good things you will reap eternal life.  God is not mocked:  evildoers will suffer for it.  Those who do good will be rewarded for it.  
Now that is a possible translation, but not likely.  For one thing, Paul carries this idea of money and giving right through to verse 10, which most likely refers to giving to the needy.  For another thing, the language of this verse does not require this translation.  Literally the verse says, “the one sowing unto his own flesh from the flesh shall reap corruption (or that which is corruptible).”  If you spend your money on the things that pertain to this life, then your money will be invested only in this life which will not last, which is corruptible, which will pass away.  What’s more, when Paul elsewhere uses this image of sowing and reaping in 2 Corinthians 9:6, there it is not in the context of doing good things verses doing evil things, but in the context of generous giving: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 


So the point of this passage is that we should not spend all our resources in taking care of the body or in feathering our nest in this world, but that we would be wise to use that wealth to support God’s kingdom here on earth.  God will amply reward that kind of generous giving.   


B.  Now we need to speak a word of caution here.  Some well-meaning Christians treat giving as though it were an investment scheme for this life.  Just before I went off to college, I read a book called The Miracle of Seed Faith.  The author argued that if you need money, give to God and God will give back to you.  You cannot out give God.  The book actually recommended that if you had money saved for college (as I did), then you should give that money to God instead, and that would guarantee that you would multiply your money for college, because you cannot out-give God.  


Now from this text, what is wrong with that teaching?  (It confuses the categories.  It says that rather than sowing to the flesh we should sow to the Spirit, and we would from the Spirit reap fleshly rewards.)  I would agree that this is partly true.  There are great rewards in giving generously.  But notice what one reaps:  not rewards in this life but in the life to come.  So to amplify the first point, we should give generously for the ministry of the Word, not only so that we are sure we receive good teaching, but to make this ministry of the Word available to others.

Local, this means sharing good teaching through evangelism, bringing people under good teaching through membership, sharing good teaching by planting disciple-making, good-teaching churches.  Further away this means sharing good teaching through church planting, Bible translation, church building, etc.  

  
The remarkable truth is that we can trade corruptible money on earth for incorruptible reward in heaven, and the way you do it is through funding the ministry of the Word.  


And the end result is that…   

III. A DISCIPLE LIVES OUT GOOD TEACHING.

Paul writes:  “9  And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10  So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith.”

A.  What is the greatest drawback to making such investments in the Lord’s work?  Lack of faith.  These kinds of investments take time to grow into fruition.  Seed in the ground fails to produce any harvest for four months.  That’s a long time to wait.  Calvin writes:  “Our liberality is restrained by the supposition, that whatever passes into the hands of another is lost to ourselves, and by the alarm we feel about our own prospects in life. Paul meets these views by a comparison drawn from seed-time, which, he tells us, is a fit representation of acts of beneficence…. Happy would it be for us, if this truth were deeply impressed upon our minds. How ‘very gladly’ would we ‘spend and be spent’ (#2Co 12:15) for the good of our neighbours, encouraged by the hope of the coming harvest! No operation is more cheerfully performed by husbandmen than throwing the seed into the ground. They are enabled to wait with patience during nine months of the year, by the expectation of reaping a corruptible harvest, while our minds are not properly affected by the hope of a blessed immortality.”


B.  It is good to give to the needy, but it is best to give to fellow believers, to those in the “household of faith”.  This is one of the important tasks of the missions committee and the deacons and elders as we seek to share the church’s collected money.  There is no end to the requests.  But who do we give to first?  And we have tended to prioritize those who share in the Gospel ministry, especially among people who have never heard.  We have tended to support frontier missions with unreached people groups and Bible translation work which is always among those who do not have God’s Word in their language.  I think this is wise, and commend the church for the careful stewardship.  

CONCLUSION


But I want to encourage all to give generously, to sow generously to the Spirit so that we will reap an abundant harvest from the Spirit.  How much should we give?  The Biblical minimum is the tithe, a tenth of all that God gives us, with generous offerings to the Lord’s work even beyond the tithe.  


Some object to the tithe as Old Testament and not according to the New Testament standard.  Years ago I heard a speaker on the subject of personal finances.  Giving to your church was to be the first priority.  He was not in favor of tithing, but rather recommended “generous giving” as the New Testament standard.  I remember during the informal question and answer time that followed, someone asked how much was “generous giving”.  It seemed that the question somehow hopefully implied that it would be less that ten percent.  The speaker responded, “Oh, I usually consider generous giving to be somewhere around fifteen percent.  


Let me encourage you to believe God, to give generously and wisely to the Lord’s work, in the sure and faithful confidence that we will reap what we sow, that “in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.”
(
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