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MAKING DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS (2)
(Matthew 28)

TEXT: 

SUBJECT:  



F.C.F:   
PROPOSITION:  

APPLICATION: 
INTRODUCTION:


A.  What’s the difference between a Dutchman and a canoe? (Sometimes a canoe will tip).

What’s the difference between the work of MNA and MTW?  (Huh?)  We are considering the core callings of Christ to the church, how we can be the church in our generation, the most pressing need in our day and in any day.  Last time we examined our Lord’s Great Commission from Matthew 28:  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

And we noted the incredible circumstances in which Christ called us to this astonishing work:  He had already accomplished redemption, making the Gospel message possible.  He had already risen from the dead, defeating our last enemy for us.  And he was shortly to ascend to the right hand of the Father to commence his eternal reign over his kingdom.  Nothing can stop the King of kings and Lord of all lords, the supreme authority over all the universe, and so we can believe his boast, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” and we can obey his command in full assurance.  


B.  Last time we applied this Great Commission to our local church and its local outreach, noting that we have a MNA committee (Mission to North America).  We said that this committee’s most pressing priority is to make disciples through baptizing and teaching, bring them in and bring them up.  The result would be that these trained and faithful disciples of Jesus Christ would together and/or individually perform numerous good works which would help people in misery and distress and also glorify our heavenly Father, as Jesus said in Matthew 5:  “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  

So the church is not charged with doing the good works but rather with making more and more disciples through baptizing and teaching (bringing them in and bringing them up) who will do those good works to the glory of God the Father.  And when the church becomes sidetracked and loses focus on our Lord’s commission, becoming instead a political action committee,  or a social action committee, as the liberal church did in the 1960s and the evangelical church has been doing in more recent decades, then the church will begin to dry up because it is neglecting its primary work and calling, to make disciples of all nations.  

C.  So what is the difference between the work of MNA (Mission to North America) and MTW (Mission to the World)?  The answer is:  not very much.  The main difference, perhaps the only difference, is location.  The work is precisely the same.  
I.  MAKING DISCIPLES FAR AWAY.


A.  One of the church’s central tasks is to make disciples nearby.  Another is to make disciples far away.  That’s what we’ve been seeing so clearly in our study of Acts.  The church in Antioch is busy proclaiming Christ there, and the church is growing, making disciples of their neighbors and co-workers.  And then the Holy Spirit sets apart Paul and Barnabas for another task:  venturing forth into unreached places and making disciples there.  In every place they plant churches under the authority of elders, and the churches in those places set about making disciples.  

What should be our priorities with respect to the Great Commission worldwide?  Our goal is that the same thing that is happening here would happen everywhere.  Self-sustaining and reproducing churches are planted everywhere, making disciples of those close to them, disciples who abound in good works to the glory of God the Father.  So we support planting churches in France through the Wessels and in Germany through the Callisons (though they are moving out to Turkey).  And we support those who are supporting churches.  Milton and Linda Watt in crucial Bible translation, Mike and Ginia Cahill in quality control and consulting work for Bible translation, John and Joy Haspels using technical skills to assist the church in Kenya in building a school, Janie Voss, a retired missionary seeking to recruit more missionaries to take her place.  


B.  The strategy is the same far and near:  make disciples by evangelizing and planting churches.  This is seen clearly in a remarkable pattern.  Daughter churches are returning to areas where the mother churches have declined or failed, and are planting new churches in the homeland.  Before 1900 the church was practically non-existent in Korea.  Now, the church in South Korea is vibrant and almost exploding with growth.  It was mostly due to the work of Presbyterian missionaries from the West that these churches were planted.   But now the Koreans are sending numerous missionaries to the failing, declining West, and some of the strongest and most effective churches in North America are the Korean churches! The strategy is the same everywhere.  Where there are no churches or only weak churches, plant new ones.  Those local churches are to make disciples nearby through baptizing and teaching, bring them in and bring them up.  And the result is a bloom of good works through those obedient disciples who are growing into the character of Jesus himself, all to the glory of God the Father.  

II. WHAT YOU CAN DO.  


So what can you do with respect to world missions, making disciples of all nations?  How can you pitch in? What would be the most important actions we can take to aid the cause of making disciples of Jesus Christ worldwide?  


I have compiled a top-five list, and I will give it to you in ascending order, starting at the fifth most important you (and we) can do in making disciples of all nations.  


#5.  Give.  Give generously, above and beyond your means.  That’s what Faith Promise is supposed to be.  After your regular tithing to the church as God commands, give more to world missions.  It is a promise, a pledge, but it is made by faith, asking God to help you practice good stewardship, living what some have called a Great Commission lifestyle as opposed to a consumptive lifestyle, and also asking God to prosper your work so that you can give out of your excess.  Since 1980 our church has given $329,930 in faith promise alone.

Giving generously is the fifth most important thing you can do for world missions.  It recognizes what we saw this morning, that the church advances through natural preparation and supernatural operation.  Like the farmer in the spring, God calls us to plant, to invest in his kingdom through tangible, physical means, our work and our giving.  And then God adds the supernatural operation of his Holy Spirit and makes our powerless efforts effective.  What should be amazing to us in all of this is that God uses something so weak like our words, our actions, and financial resources to make an eternal, spiritual difference.  That should at the same time be cause for wonder and hope.  


Practically speaking, our generous giving has a great impact.  None of the missionaries we support could make it without the help of churches back home, churches like us.  If we all stopped giving, they would be forced to come home, and their work would grind to a halt.  But even more so, one of the most difficult aspects of missionary work is not being on the field, it’s getting there and staying there.  It’s the fundraising.  Some of the most effective missionaries are the least capable of fundraising.  So if the support keeps coming, it takes a great burden off them, and they can concentrate on their main task. 


#4.  Connect. The fourth most important thing you can do for the cause of making-disciples worldwide is to keep connection with our missionaries.  This is another form of support.  When missionaries get personal letters, emails, and encouragements, it goes a long way.  They are on the front lines, invading enemy territory, as we saw this morning in Acts 14.  They are the special targets of the enemy who is infuriated by their audacity to think that they are going to take his turf away from him.  He throws all of his arsenal against them:  frustration, discouragement, depression, accusations, guilt, personality conflicts.  One of my friends who is a church planter in the United States told me that he had weekly ups and downs.  Every Sunday they waited to see who would show up and wondered whether or not they should just pull the plug.  


Those who are out there surrounded by another culture become discouraged even more quickly.  Our letters and encouragements go along way to help them.  Even if you’ve never met a missionary, you can write them and introduce yourself and offer your support and encouragement.  


#3.  Enlist.  The third most important thing you can do for the cause of making-disciples worldwide is to enlist the help of others, and I’m speaking of two kinds of enlistment.  


First, enlist others to give generously for missions.  It is very encouraging to see the rise in the amount promised to missions for this year.  But if you count up the number of Faith Promise pledges turned in you quickly understand that many people in our church do not make a pledge, and presumably give nothing at all to world missions.  That’s why it is not unreasonable to suggest that we could in one year double our mission pledge for the coming year.  But that would mean that many who are not giving need to start giving.  And you can help by encouraging others to do so.  You could talk about how it is important to you to give to world missions.  You could give testimony to how the Lord blessed you in a particular way so that you were able to give.  And your personal testimony would be a challenge to those who do not give.


But the other kind of enlisting is a personal invitation or encouragement to someone in the church to explore the possibility of their becoming a missionary.  Perhaps you see someone with particular gifts in evangelism or Bible teaching or some other skill that would be helpful in missions.  Perhaps all they need is a nudge or for you to plant a seed in their minds.  (Are there any who are planning on missions here that might testify to this?)  In my own situation, the call to pastoral ministry started internally through a desire to know and share God’s Word, but it was frequently affirmed and encouraged as I was growing up by those around me.  The third most important thing you can do for the cause of Christ worldwide is to enlist, enlisting others to support missions, and to enlist others to consider missions.  


So we’ve said, #5. Give, #4. Connect, #3. Enlist.  Anybody want to guess what is the second most important thing we can do for the cause of Christ worldwide?  It is to pray.


#2. Pray.  Does it surprise you that I would put prayer as the #2 and not the #1 priority? I am not in any way diminishing the importance of prayer.  I would put it ahead of giving, connecting, and enlisting.  But even as significant as prayer is, I think there is something else that is logically-speaking more urgent and important, but first, let’s talk about prayer.


Prayer is a means God uses to accomplish his 
work, just like preaching or sharing your faith.  We need to avoid superstitious and pagan notions of  prayer, namely that God’s hands are tied unless we release him through prayer.  God is not limited in any way.  He will always accomplish what he has planned to do, but he tells us that he ordinarily does so through the means he has appointed.  And chief among those means is preaching and prayer.  And prayer is the most difficult for us to grasp.  


Preaching (or sharing your faith) we can understand, because we see the direct connection.  Preaching delivers the message which the person must believe.  Without the message, the person would have nothing to believe.  But we cannot see the direct connection between prayer and evangelism.  Jesus taught us that true prayer was to be “secret prayer.”  So there could be no natural connection between prayer and evangelism because the person we are seeking to win will never know about the prayer.  We could see how the preaching could have a natural influence, but the prayer could have no influence, because it is completely hidden.  


And perhaps the reason prayer is so important is precisely so that we will see the supernatural aspect of evangelism.  Prayer gives God all the glory in evangelism and salvation because we are admitting that only he gives the increase.  Evangelism is a matter of human preparation and divine operation.  And our absolute dependence on prayer forces us to see this and to give God all the glory.

I only know that our Lord Jesus and all his apostles were great men of prayer and accomplished everything they did through prayer.  They were the most God-saturated people who ever lived because they knew their utter dependence on God and practiced that dependence through prayer.  

And I cannot help but wonder if we are greatly lacking in this area, and if we are greatly missing God’s power and working because we refuse to acknowledge our dependence and practice that dependence through prayer.  “You have not because you ask not,” declares James, who was known as “camel-knees” because he was so much on his knees in prayer.  “You have not because you ask not.”  


Even so, there is one more important thing we can do, logically speaking:  the highest priority for world missions.  Do you know what it is?  


#1.  Make-disciples.  Right here, right now.  We must never lose focus of Christ’s Great Commission to us which is to make disciples through baptizing and teaching, bring them in and bring them up.  


Why must this be the highest priority for us always?  Because it is a matter of our being disciples of Jesus Christ, of our obeying everything he commanded us.  One of his most central commands is to make disciples.  If we do not, we are being disobedient. 


But it also has very serious implications for world missions.  If we are not making disciples through baptizing and teaching, bringing them in and bringing them up, then eventually this church will decline, and all of that giving, connecting, enlisting, and praying will decline with it, and then what will happen to world missions?  It will decline as well, and the cause of Christ will falter.  We must be actively and continually making disciples, and the need is always great and always urgent. 


I was reading through some old minutes of our Presbytery’s MNA Committee from the years before we ever joined the PCA.  One of the reports told of the failure of an attempted church plant in a large, metropolitan area in Iowa.  They had a sizeable core group.  There were plenty of people in that large city to draw upon, but the core group failed to form a church and the thing died.  Why?  The diagnosis was that the members of the core group were greatly attracted to a more consistent reformed theology, and wanted a church like that.  But none of the members of that core group was interested in evangelism, in making disciples, in obeying the Great Commission for themselves.  If we or any church fails to make disciples, this is also what will happen to it.  

But suppose the members of that core group did make disciples and that church was planted and began to grow. What would happen to world mission?  That church would also begin to give, connect, enlist, and pray.  And suppose we continue to make disciples here, what will happen with world missions?  More and more disciples here will give and connect and enlist and pray.  And suppose we also plant another PCA in a nearby community and train them to make disciples of all nations.  What will happen to world missions though them?  They will also begin to give and connect and enlist and pray.  All those good things would increase.


And that is why I submit to you that the most important thing we can do for world missions is to make disciples, right here and right now, and to keep on planting churches around us.  
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