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MAKING DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS (1)
(Matthew 28)

TEXT: 

SUBJECT:  



F.C.F:   
PROPOSITION:  

APPLICATION: 
INTRODUCTION:


A.  We are continuing to consider the core callings of Christ to the church, how the church can be the church in our generation.  Our local church divides the work of the church into five broad categories:  Congregational Care and Fellowship, Worship, Missions near and far, and the teaching ministry of Christian Education.  We might look at it this way:  the church has an inward, upward, and outward focus.  Inwardly or internally, the church is to care for the flock, care and fellowship, and to teach the flock, education.  Upwardly, we are to worship the triune God.  And outwardly, we are to witness to others and make disciples.


B.  There are several Bible passages that are foundational texts, Scriptures to which we return again and again for study and implementation.  For example, we look to the first few chapters to find out who we are and what has gone wrong with the world.  Or we turn to the Ten Commandments to discover and review what God requires of us and the kind of people we are to be.  We go to the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6 or Luke 11 to learn God’s priorities and how we may rightly relate to him.  


C.  And when it comes to Christian missions, the outward focus of the church, we have no better place to begin than with the Great Commission in Matthew 28.  This is what Christ calls us to do as the church.  


16  Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17  And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18  And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

I have spoken on these verses many times, so I will not give a full exposition here.  Let me simply point out some important features and make applications.  


We begin by noting….
I. THE UNBELIEVABLE CIRCUMSTANCES.


A.  The circumstances under which the Great Commission was delivered are remarkable, astonishing.  It followed a few weeks after the crucifixion of Jesus, seemingly dashing the hopes of his followers that he might be the long-expected Messiah.  But a few days later, the tomb is empty, and now the plan of God is seen more completely.  His death was to fulfill the what all those sacrificed lambs only pointed to:  paying the debt for human sin.  It was the only way God might save us from his own wrath, to pour out that wrath on another, his own Son.  And God’s raising him from the dead was the proof that this solution worked, that those who trust in Jesus could be reconciled to God and enjoy eternal and abundant life.  

But this Great Commission was followed by Christ’s ascension.  The rest of the New Testament reveals that he has returned to the Father to begin his reign.  So his kingdom has begun.  Christ is reigning over all who will submit to him, and he calls us to spread the word.  He promises his presence and his authority and power all the way to the close of the age when he returns.  


B.  This astonishing truth must be kept ever before us.  If it is not, then we will likely be buried under the cares and pleasures of this life and lose our perspective, forgetting what it’s all about.  And then the Great Commission will appear to us to be a pipe dream, an unrealistic, unattainable quest for starry-eyed fools instead of the great calling of the Son of God who has already died and risen again to bring it into being.  We must work and labor to keep ourselves and each other sober and alert, awake and eager.

Along with these unbelievable circumstances, we find by way of contrast a very…

II. UNCOMPLICATED PROGRAM.

A.  The Great Commission is astonishingly simple.  The Great Commission call to the church has a fairly singular focus.  “18  And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

What Christ calls us to do is to “make disciples of all nations.”  A disciple is a follower, a student, one who patterns his life after the teacher.  We are to make these disciples of all the nations of peoples of the earth. Notice Jesus does not command us to make all people, every last person his disciple, for we know that many will reject him.  But we are to spread out throughout all the nations of the world and make disciples from among all of them.  

And our strategy is also given:  “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”  We make disciples by baptizing people, that is by bringing those who will confess Christ into the church, marking them by baptism, setting them apart as Christ’s own, and then by teaching them to observe everything he has commanded us. So the church’s faithfulness to Christ’s Great Commission is to bring people in and bring people up, to baptize them and teach them.  


B.  Now that’s pretty simple, pretty limited, and pretty focused—making disciples by baptizing and teaching.  That’s it.  That’s what Christ calls us to do.  That’s his mission and his strategy.  Think with me for a bit.  How much of what the church tries to do fits under that category?  How much doesn’t?  Part of the decline of the church in the West is due to the fact that churches have missed this point, and have gotten into dabbling in all sorts of business that is not her business, like politics, and social action and the like.  The church is not to engage in politics or in social action. The church as the body of Christ has a very limited calling:  preach the Gospel and make disciples of all nations.  


Does this mean that the church should simply ignore the great needs of a hurting world?  Should the church pass over the need for opposing evil, helping the homeless, hungry, and hurting, providing schools and shelters and soup kitchens, working for equity and justice? Not at all.  It’s just that the church should obey everything Christ called her to do.  And Christ has called the church to make disciples through baptizing and teaching.  


So what is the church going to do about all the homeless, hurting, and hungry people? Well, the church is going to do the most helpful thing she can.  The church is going to make disciples of all nations through baptizing and teaching.  


C.  The church is to teach these disciples to observe everything that Christ commands them to do.  Look with me how the early church understood this.  Look with me at Ephesians 4, beginning with verse 11:  “11  And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers….  These would constitute the leadership of the church which is making disciples by baptizing and teaching.  And what are they to do?  “12  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13  until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14  so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.”   

Who is to be doing the good works?  Who is to be helping all the homeless, hungry, and hurting?  The saints.  Individual believers, or groups of believers banded together in common cause.  How does the church best help the homeless, hungry, and hurting? By making disciples of all nations, and equipping and unleashing those disciples to help meet those needs.  


Take, for example, the woman Dorcas or Tabitha whom we met back in Acts 9.  Remember her description?  “36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity.”  Why was she full of good works and acts of charity?  Because she had been made a disciple.  She had been baptized and taught to obey everything that Christ called her to do, and she did it!  And notice the effect.  “37  In those days she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38  Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39  So Peter rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she was with them.”  She had a tremendous impact for good all by herself.  She was not a part of the First Presbyterian Church of Lydda’s (they were all Presbyterian churches in the beginning) good works outreach program.  She did not need the Session’s permission to do these good works, nor was her work under the immediate supervision of the session.  She was a member of the church, under the authority of the session, and she had been taught to obey Christ, and she just did it, and had a remarkable impact.  People wept when she died, because she, as a disciple of Jesus Christ, had helped them, and they would miss her dearly.  


The church makes disciples, and those disciples, alone or together, obey Christ, move out and reach out to a hurting world and make a difference.  


It’s really quite simple:  the church is to make disciples, equipping them for works of ministry, and the equipped disciples serve the needs of the world.  


D.  There can be two dangers to this, the dangers of extremes, both quite evident in our day.  One extreme is the mistake of the megachurch.  A megachurch is not simply a very large church, it is a church that intentionally seeks to become the center of your life.  So this church has multiple ministries and offers something for everyone all week long, including restaurants, gift shops, bowling alleys, movie theaters, fitness centers, and so forth.  Its program is intended to keep you spending most of your free time there.  The danger is that you become isolated from real needs and are actually hindered and prevented from “observing everything Jesus commanded you.”  You just don’t know any needy people, so you cannot help them.  The megachurch solution to this is to sponsor artificial “mission trips” so that you have a brief, intense, and disconnected experience with helping needy people, who are completely divorced from your real world.  


The other danger, though, is that of the Christian lone ranger who fails to implant in a church and seeks to minister unbaptized, untaught, and unequipped.  Dorcas, for example, was closely connected to her church, for she is called a “disciple,” and when she died, other disciples knew her well enough to immediately send for Peter.  She was an integral part of her church, yet widely served others outside of her church.


So for the church to get it right, the church must be focused on her singular calling in the Great Commission, to make disciples of all nations by baptizing and teaching.  And this has…

III. UNLIMITED IMPLICATIONS.


A.  Imagine what would happen if Jesus Christ were back on earth, living in our community, only multiplied by over 100!  What a tremendous impact that would make if over 100 Jesus Christ’s were living in our midst, doing good works, and calling people to faith, hope, and love!


That’s where we are to be headed.  As the Holy Spirit uses the Word of God, the sacraments, and prayer, to renew our hearts and minds, he makes us over into the image of Christ.  WE are becoming Jesus Christ.  WE are among those over 100 Jesus Christs serving others in our community.  That’s God’s plan. That’s how it is supposed to work.


One of our committees is called “Mission to North America” (MNA).  Another of our committees is called “Mission to the World” (MTW).  Roughly speaking, their concerns are local and foreign missions respectively.

B.  Here’s your turn to answer back.  From what we’ve learned from the Great Commission, what should be the chief concerns with respect to our church’s Mission to North America? 


(Evangelism and Church planting.)


APPLICATION


A.  Evangelism.  Training/equipping God’s people to evangelize.  Sponsoring events geared toward evangelism.  


B.  Church planting.  (Now let’s dream a little bit.)  

1.  What is the population of Iowa? (2,926,324)
2.  How many cities in Iowa over 5,000 in population? (76)

3.  How many people live in those 76 cities? (1,656,326—just over half.)
4.  Of the top 40 cities, how many have PCA churches? (3—Des Moines, Iowa City [new church plant] and Ames [new church plant]  So only one has a fully-running PCA church.)

5.  Of the top 40 cities, how many have a NAPARC church? (5.  Des Moines has four, Iowa City and Ames have the PCA church plants, Cedar Falls has a very small OPC church, and Pella has an OPC and a URC.  That means that of the top 40 cities in Iowa, 35 have no PCA or NAPARC witness.)  
6.  How many of the top 40 cities (9,000 or more) are within about an hour’s drive from here? (4)  What are they? (#4. Sioux City [85,013]; #32. Spencer [11,317]; #35 Storm Lake [10,076]; #38. Le Mars [9,237])  


And all this to me means that we have a lot of Great Commission work to do in Iowa.  And that means that we should be praying about and planning to plant a church in one of those four top 40 cities with God’s help, probably #38, Le Mars.  I would propose to you that when it comes to the Great Commission calling of this church, planting a church nearby should be one of our highest priorities.  
(
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