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YOU WILL BE HATED BY ALL
(Psalm 118:1-29; Acts 4:1-22)

TEXT:  Acts 4:10-12
SUBJECT:  The Lordship of Jesus Christ.
F.C.F:  Why doesn’t everyone embrace Christ?
PROPOSITION:  Since Jesus is the only King, we must bow 
before him.
INTRODUCTION:


A.  It should rank as one of the greatest mysteries in the history of the world, the past and the present world.  Why is the church so ineffective?  Though roughly one-third of the world acknowledges Christianity as their religion, indications consistently demonstrate that the overwhelming majority of this is mere nominalism and formalism.  Very few truly practice the Christian faith as their belief and consistent way of life.  


And what’s baffling about this is that Jesus Christ offers the only true hope available.  Through his blood and holy life, he grants the full forgiveness of sins, a clear conscience before God, and reconciliation with the holy and almighty Creator.  And through his Holy Spirit he gives true life, sharing in true and lasting significance and sharing in the powers of the age to come.  And he guarantees a place in that age to come.  Instead of passing away into judgment and destruction, everlasting terror and torment, Jesus Christ provides eternal and abundant life, an enduring place in his unfading kingdom of joy and glory.  Who in the world would not jump at the chance to receive all that? Who would possibly turn that down and say, “Not interested”?  


B. But the sad fact is that many do refuse him. In fact, many of you refuse him today.  You profess faith in Christ, but you certainly keep him at arm’s length.  You want to appear respectable and religious, but you refuse to follow him with ardor and abandon.  What can explain such folly, such spiritual insanity?


It is not uncommon.  On the first Palm Sunday, the crowds hailed him with empty praise and fickle fate.  Already on that day we find the first drizzle of opposition that would in only five days crystallize into a crucifixion.  And after Christ’s resurrection and ascension, the odium against him continued.  Well, of course, Jesus had declared “You will be hated by all for my name sake.”   Luke recorded that in his Gospel (21:17).  Now he demonstrates it in Acts.  


C.  Why do you keep Christ at arm’s length? Why do you forfeit his joy and refuse to submit to his kind and faithful leadership? 
I. A PREDETERMINED AGENDA.


A.  It is no surprise that the first to come running up all alarmed to the Apostles in the temple courts was the Sadducees.  “1 And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2  greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.”  The Sadducees were on of the religious-political parties in first-century Judaism.  They would be roughly comparable to theological liberalism today.  They didn’t really believe much, and used religion to gain political power.  The reason they were so alarmed at the remarks made by Peter was that they did not believe in a resurrection.  They taught that there is only one life in the here and now with no resurrection and no judgment to come.  So their predetermined agenda did not allow for the possibility of a resurrection, and here was Peter proclaiming that Jesus had risen from the dead.  So they were greatly annoyed.

And you should be aware that if you follow Christ, not in some harmless, nominal way like most people, but if you really put him first in your life and seek to live for him, then likewise people will be “greatly annoyed” at you.  You will find in your own experience the truth of Jesus’ promise:  “You will be hated by all for my namesake.”  You’re going to mess up their predetermined agenda, which is always “me first.”  They will want to live their lives in a completely self-centered manner, and by virtue of your living in a Christ-centered manner, you will expose them.  In truth, they want to be their own kings, and kings of as much as they can control.  But there is already a King, the true King.  And those who submit to the true King reveal the wickedness of those who want to rule as king instead.  And others will find you greatly annoying.  


B.  We see the same thing in the Palm Sunday crowd.  Jesus came riding into the capitol city.  They assumed he was there to do what they wanted him to do—lead the revolution and bring back worldly freedom and prosperity.  When he revealed that he had no interest in their wicked agenda, they became greatly annoyed at him.  They turned on him, and demanded his crucifixion.  

C.  But, my friend, do you see that you also have a predetermined agenda that doesn’t really include the Lord Jesus Christ as the King of your life?  Why is it that you refuse to join us during the Sunday School hour?  Why is it that you refuse to return to hear God’s Word during the Bible Hour on Sunday nights?  Why is it that you hurry off to your worldly activities on Sunday, as though this were YOUR day and not the LORD’S day? Don’t you realize, you church member, that you are breaking the solemn covenant you made before God “to support the worship and work of the church to the best of your ability”?  Don’t you realize that you are a covenant breaker?  You are trying to maintain your predetermined agenda by keeping Christ at arm’s length—this far, but no more.  I warn you, that you are a covenant breaker, and God chastens, he severely disciplines all such covenant breakers.  


So the Sadducees and others refuse to submit to Christ because of their predetermined agenda.  They become annoyed at anyone who would tell them otherwise, just as you may be annoyed at me right now for telling you the truth.  And so they arrest and accuse the Apostles who are annoying them and embarrassing them by pointing out the folly of their false beliefs:  “If Jesus is risen, then how can you say there’s no resurrection?”


And when they ask and accuse Christ’s apostles, they are completely blown away by their

II. A PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT. 

A.  These smug Jewish leaders haul Peter and John before the Sanhedrin, the very same judicial body that condemned Jesus to death for blasphemy.  Now I want you to see their strategy, and, I admit, it’s pretty clever.  They have already determined that Jesus was guilty of blasphemy, a capital crime, worthy of death.  That would mean that any who would defend Jesus or stand up for Jesus would be liable to the same charge.  So instead of accusing Peter and John, they simply ask them under whose authority they performed this healing.  Let’s join the story:  “5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family.”  The high priest and his family were all Sadducees, so you can see their political party was well represented.  And here’s their brilliant legal move:  “7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?”  

B.  How can Peter and John answer this question?  Their only two options are 1) to confess Christ and open themselves to the death penalty for supporting a convicted blasphemer; or 2) they could deny Jesus, which would effectively put a stop to the Jesus movement.  Perhaps they had already known that Peter had once before denied Jesus three times.  So the Sadducees had them trapped, and sat back to watch these rubes and bumpkins from the sticks of Galilee either incriminate and condemn themselves or make laughingstocks out of themselves.  But what they do not and can not anticipate is the power of the Holy Spirit.  And Peter’s response completely stuns them speechless.  

“8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit…”
Here is the power of the Holy Spirit according to the promise of the Word of God.  Luke had previously recorded this promise in his Gospel, 12:8-12:  


8  “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God, 9  but the one who denies me before men will be denied before the angels of God. 10  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11  And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 12  for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.”


C.  Now let me tell you what is NOT promised here.  What Jesus does NOT promise is that if a preacher or a Sunday School teacher is lazy and doesn’t prepare their message, that the Holy Spirit will speak through them.  Nor does this promise, as some groups claim, that we can and should give an unrehearsed testimony at Christian gatherings, and whatever we say is the Holy Spirit speaking before us.  Rather, what Jesus promises is that his Holy Spirit will be with his dear children in those times of grave opposition, when, for the sake of his name, wicked men drag you before hostile authorities, and that the Holy Spirit will give you the courage to continue to acknowledge the Son of Man before men, even though it may cost you dearly.  And this is a direct fulfillment of this promise, as Peter, before a murderous Sanhedrin, is filled with the Holy Spirit and rises to speak.  

And what can he say?  To confess Christ is to incriminate himself.  To deny Christ is to destroy the faith of many.  

D.  Listen to Peter’s persuasive argument:   

“8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9  if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed….”  Notice this is a pretty good tactical maneuver.  Peter gets to define the terms.  He and John are at this inquest because of a good deed, a remarkable miracle performed on a man who had been crippled from birth.  Normally an inquest is held because of some alleged crime or wrongful, harmful act.  What Peter implies here is that there has been no crime, but just the opposite:  “Is there some kind of charge here? If we are being accused of doing good then we plead guilty of doing a very good thing.”   


But he refuses to take the credit.  And he refuses to soft-peddle his connection and affirmation of Christ.  He is unafraid to acknowledge the Son of Man before men.  “10  let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11  This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

E.   Now notice here, Peter acknowledges, he accuses, he attests, and he advances.  

1.  Peter certainly does acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  He clearly affirms that it was through the name or authority of Jesus that this man was made well.  And he acknowledges that one particular truth that was most hated and denied by the Sadducees:  that God raised him from the dead.  

2.  What’s more, Peter goes on the offensive and accuses.  Peter is not terribly interested in currying their favor.  He accuses them of the most horrific crime anyone could possibly commit:  crucifying the Son of God.  


3.  And then Peter attests Jesus by quoting the Scriptures, the very Scriptures the Jews claim to love so much.  He quotes from Psalm 118:22:  “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.”  In its original context, this stone was considered to be Israel itself, despised by the nations, but chosen by God to accomplish his purpose.  Peter applies this to Christ and shows how he is the true heir of this promise, attested by God’s Word. 

4.  And Peter then advances the claim that Jesus is the true servant of God and only Savior:  “12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

F.  And what did you think, that you could play around with a half-hearted faith and play some church game think that would save you?  If Jesus is who he claims to be, then I’m sorry but your lukewarm response of limited commitment makes no sense at all.  Either you must reject him as an imposter, the one who stands in the way of your predetermined agenda, or you must fall at his feet in complete devotion and worship.  But let’s not have any of this nonsense of a partial, limited, half-hearted Christianity.  If he’s Lord, then honor him as Lord of all.  If he’s not, then drop the stupid charade.  Anything in between is inconsistent, asinine, and absurd
III. A PREPOSTEROUS AVODIANCE.  

A.  And yet that’s exactly what the Jewish leaders elect to do.  They thought they could easily handle these backwoods hicks, springing their little trap.  And, instead, they are completely stumped.  They cannot answer Peter’s argument.  So the only rational, logical thing to do would be to fall before the risen Christ as Lord.  But they don’t.  

“13  Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 14  But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition.

    
And here’s where they demonstrate their wicked foolishness:  “15  But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another, 16  saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. (So, if it’s true, then believe! But they will not.)  17  But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 18  So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.” 

B.  And Peter and John are undaunted:  “19  But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20  for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” 21  And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. 22  For the man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.”
CONCLUSION


And what is your excuse for keeping Christ at arm’s length?  You know this to be true.  Why do you live as though it were not?  You know this to be supremely relevant.  Why do you live as though it were of little consequence?  

It’s that predetermined agenda.  You have this little plan, and it’s all about living your life the way you want to live it.  You want to be your own king, living and thinking as you please, and nobody’s going to get in your way or slow you down.  You want to be the king.


But, my friend, there already is a King.  And he will not take second place.  He will not stay at arms length.  He will have all of you, or he will have none of you.  That’s what we mean be calling Jesus the LORD.  


And, don’t forget, there are many who are coming to Christ in faith.  “4  But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand.”  They have believed the Word of Christ as it was preached to them.  Their sins were forgiven, they were reconciled to God, they shared in the glory and joy of the age to come, and they will have a place in his everlasting kingdom.  

Won’t you give up your empty plans for personal glory? Won’t you step down off your silly little pretend, plastic throne and bow before the true King?  

____________________________________________________________________________________________


