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REACHING THE TWO BY TWOs
(Matthew 10:5-15)

TEXT:  

SUBJECT:  Christian Cults


F.C.F:  
PROPOSITION:  
APPLICATION:

INTRODUCTION:

A.  Last time we got practical and looked into a cult that is quite active in our area, holding regular “Gospel meetings” seeking to convert people to their way, and an annual convention between Newkirk and Boyden.  Tonight we want to go further in our study and ask what we can do practically to reach those ensnared by this deceptive cult.  Our outline for this evening is simple.  First, we want to examine and refute their central doctrines, their “marks of distinction” by which they believe themselves to be the only true church.  Second, we want to mention briefly what it will take to reach them.  And thirdly, we want to propose some practical steps for getting them out of the cult and getting them in to the household of God.  


B.  In 1895 the recently-converted William Irvine joined John Govan’s Faith Mission in Scotland and became a pilgrim preacher in the south of Ireland, seeking to convert people and urging them to join local churches.  Irvine became captivated by a certain passage from the Gospel of Matthew and became convinced that this was truly to the heart of the Christian faith, a faith that had been forgotten and abandoned long ago.  The text was from Matthew 10, in which Jesus sent out the twelve on preaching missions to the surrounding villages in Galilee.  They were to travel light and live off the gifts of those to whom they preached.  


C.  Though Irvine rejected all theological formulations and refused to devise any statements of his beliefs, the core elements of his nameless religion could be grouped in the two categories of 1) the preacher without a home, and 2) the church in the home.  He rejected any kind of formal organization, formal worship, and any special buildings designated for worship.  Most seriously, he rejected the true divinity of Jesus Christ, the doctrine of the Trinity, and the substitutionary atonement purchased by Christ on the cross of Calvary.  

I. REFUTATION OF THE TWO BY TWO VALUES.


So a simple way to refute Irvine’s views and expose the errors of the Two by Twos is to ask whether or not Irvine correctly understood his key text.  The Two by Twos really base all their beliefs on the continuation of this two by two ministry, supposedly begin in Matthew 10.  So if the foundation can be shown to be in error, all the rest must come tumbling down as well.  

Here is the text:

    
“5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 9  Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, 10  Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of his meat. 11  And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence. 12  And when ye come into an house, salute it. 13  And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14  And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 15  Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for that city.”


Anything strike you immediately as a problem for the Two by Two interpretation of this text?  


A.  What was the purpose of this preaching mission?  It was a ministry of preparation.  The twelve were to prepare the way for his coming to these same villages.  Jesus explains this in Matthew 6:23:  “23  When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.”
And so there can be no mistake, Luke makes this explicit in a parallel passage in 10:1: “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go.”  So this commission was not intended for all time, but is limited in time to only those months of his earthly ministry, and only as a preparation for his personal visit to these villages.  


B.  What’s more, the preaching mission is severely limited in scope.  “Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: 6  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”   Here is another clear indication that this was not intended to be the perpetual commission for all true preachers in the Jesus way.  Two by two workers never go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, but go exclusively to “the way of the Gentiles” in direct contradiction to the Lord’s command.  This temporary injunction was further expanded in our Lord’s Great Commission to make disciples of “all nations.”  

C.  What’s more, the Two by Two preachers do not keep to the same message commanded by Christ:  “7  And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  The kingdom of heaven or the kingdom of God is well-defined in the Scriptures as God re-establishing his kingship over rebellious sinners who are reconciled to him through the perfect life, death and resurrection of his Son.  The Two by Two preachers specifically deny this reconciliation with God through faith in Jesus Christ and so specifically do not preach the message commissioned by Christ in this text.  


D.  In this commission, Jesus gave authority to his disciples to perform miraculous signs:  “8  Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils.”  Once again, the Two by Two preachers do not obey the Lord’s commands.  They do not heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, or cast out devils.  In fact, when Edward Cooney, one of the early workers, was being shunned, he decided to prove that he was a true gospel preacher in the Jesus way and tried to heal a female worker of her illness.  She grew increasingly sicker and had to seek medical attention.  Why is it that the Two by Two workers can take a single, seamless passage of Scripture, completely ignore certain parts of it, and declare that other parts of it are God’s eternal law for all times and places, which they alone follow, making them alone, the true church? 

What’s troubling is that this is so astonishingly stupid and so easy to refute.  And yet the Two by Twos persist in this patent nonsense.  Please understand:  their key text, the very foundation of all their reason for existence does not teach what they say it does.  And even if it did, they clearly do not follow it.  


E.  And let’s take one of their hallmarks for which they are known, and for which they are often named.  They insist that the only true Jesus way of ministry is to go out two and two, in pairs.  If a church has only one pastor, it is to them a sign of a false church.  This is a matter of great pride for them.  This they believe is the consistent and perfect pattern of the New Testament, and that all who do not follow this pattern are false teachers and hirelings.  


Let’s admit that it is often a wise procedure to send out missionaries in (at least) pairs.  There is much mutual encouragement and help to be found when two walk together.  This follows the quite natural pattern of two together in a family, a husband and a wife.  


But is it the only infallible practice of Scripture?  Did the early church in Acts, for example, always follow this two and two pattern?  No, it did not.  “Several years ago Richard Hollerman made a survey of the book of Acts noting the number of persons who traveled together in each reference to an evangelistic journey in that book plus other New Testament passages. The results of that survey indicate that the number who traveled together varied quite widely. The following list enumerates the number of persons with the times this number is mentioned given in parentheses: one person (15); two persons (11); three persons (7); four persons (2); seven persons (1); eight persons (1); two persons plus an unspecified additional number (2); three persons plus an unspecified additional number (2).”  The claims of the Two by Twos are simply, demonstrably false.   

There is much more to say in refutation of their beliefs.  Are preachers to remain celibate as they claim? No, not according to the New Testament.  Must preachers go about unpaid and in poverty?  No, not according to the New Testament.  Is it a sign of sinful compromise if Christians gather in buildings other than private homes for worship?  No, not according to the New Testament.  But this simple study strikes to the very heart of their system of beliefs and practices.  Some things not commanded by Scripture, they require.  Other things, explicitly commanded or at least permitted by Scripture, they forbid.  
II. SO WHAT IS NEEDED REACH THE TWO BY TWOS?


A.  As we said last time, it will require a twofold approach of strongly refuting their false beliefs, along with a clear proclamation of the Gospel of grace from the Scriptures.  This is consistent with the pattern of the apostles, who first sought to demolish false arguments, and then to establish the truth.  For example, the Apostle Paul preaches to pagan unbelievers in Athens on Mars Hill.  Notice the two aspects of exposing and evangelizing:  “24  The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything (exposing and correcting their false beliefs).  And “30  The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31  because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” (evangelizing, proclaiming the gospel and calling for faith in Christ.)

III. A PRACTICAL PLAN.


So, practically speaking, what will it take to reach the Two by Twos in our area, to “make disciples” of those caught in this pernicious and deceitful cult?  I’m going to suggest five aspects of a strategy for reaching Two by Twos.  

A.  First in our strategy is study.  We need to become absolutely convinced that this group is not simply another denomination, nor a harmless group like the Kiwanis or Lions Club.  We need to read and study and understand who these people are, what they believe, why they believe it, and why their beliefs are not only in error but heretically so.  We must be convinced that they faithful Two by Two cannot be saved, cannot go to heaven, because they have no true Savior besides themselves and the workers, and they do not realize their need to be saved.  Our study should include getting to know which of our neighbors are ensnared by this cult, and crying out to God for their salvation.


B.  Second, I see an indispensable place for an abundance of literature.  I have here several documents that I downloaded off the internet and shaped into a simple tract format.  We need a great quantity of this kind of literature readily available to raise understanding of this Secret Sect, and to get into the homes of its members.  The Two by Twos are very closed and isolated people.  They are forbidden to have televisions and radios, forbidden to read Christian books or magazines.  So their homes will not be filled with much reading material of any kind.  Literature, some briefer tracts like these, as well as full-length books produced by former members who have come out of the cult are vital as a part of exposing the falsehood of these beliefs.  

C.  In order to reach these people we should have some form of publicity.  I have read how groups of former cult members have reached out to those still inside by placing ads in newspapers, specifically worded with language that cult members would not miss, offering free literature or contact information.  Perhaps we could do something similar, listing a post office box number and replying with literature that exposes their false views.  

As a part of such publicity and outreach, we should have trained people attending every public “Gospel meeting” well armed with this exposing kind of literature and true “Gospel” tracts offering the good news of salvation by grace alone through faith alone.  Such meetings are public meetings.  We should make it very difficult for this group to ensnare others and use these “Gospel meetings” for true “Gospel” ministry. 


D.  Eventually, there would have to be some kind of personal contact.  We need people trained in evangelism who could counsel with people who are questioning their Two by Two beliefs.  As I said last time, many have left this cult, disillusioned by their lies.  Others have asked too many questions and have been kicked out, excommunicated.  Many of these people pass into unbelief because they never hear the Gospel.  We need some way that those who want out or who are kicked out can receive counsel and the Gospel. 


E.  Which makes me think that we need more involved than our church.  What about a coalition with other NAPARC churches?  Perhaps we could quietly form a counsel of representatives from other Gospel churches and work together in reaching out.    


F.  Finally, I would suggest that we establish contact with existing groups which are largely composed of ex-Two by Twos who are actively seeking to reach out to those still in the cult. They should be way ahead of us and could give invaluable assistance as we seek to reach the lost.  

CONCLUSION

	
I am encouraged by the turn-around in the Worldwide Church of God, based on a re-examination of its beliefs according to the Bible.  
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