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FILLED WITH WONDER (2)
(Isaiah 35:1-10; Acts 3:11-26)

TEXT:  Acts 3:10b
SUBJECT: The Kingdom.
F.C.F:  How can I live full of wonder?
PROPOSITION:  Because the messianic kingdom is at hand, 
we must be filled with wonder.
INTRODUCTION:


A.  In a chapter of a book titled, The Agony of Deceit:  What Some TV Preachers are Really Saying, 

Christian scholar Art Lindsley quotes C.S. Lewis:  


“Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak.  We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition, when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at sea.  We are far too easily pleased.”  


He then makes this observation about the promises made by some televangelists:  

“Many TV preachers, reflecting a common emphasis in modern evangelicalism generally; are settling for ‘mud pies’ because they ‘cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.’  These preachers appeal to our selfish instincts, which may be momentarily satisfied by promises of success, unfailing happiness, and good times, when all the while our deepest needs, our truest needs—for eternal love and acceptance in a world where performance is usually a prerequisite for acceptance, for certainty in the midst of doubt, and for purpose in a period of despair—go untouched.


“Our desires are too weak if we are simply making our own comfort and success our focus, while ignoring the larger issues.  Our desires should be broader, transcending our self-centeredness.  We are far too easily pleased!” (Michael Horton, ed. Chicago:  Moody, 49-50). 


B.  Last time we began looking at this marvelous miracle recorded in Acts 3:  a man over 40, unable to walk from birth, is instantly and completely healed so that he can not only walk, but leap for joy.  And I insisted that this story should fill us with wonder, that we should be on the edge of our seats with excitement and delight, that we should be overflowing with joyful anticipation.  And if we are not, it is probably because we are making a mistake. We wrongly conclude that this means that we, too, should be performing miracles, and when we find that we cannot, it only leads to discouragement.  And last time we considered why this is a mistake in understanding this text.  But we ran out of time, and so we were not able to consider what this miracle does mean and why we should become so excited about it.  And here we are to finish it.  

I.  WHAT THIS TEXT DOES NOT MEAN.


A.  Last time, we said that the reasoning behind our mistaken conclusion that we should be performing these miracles was three-fold:  1)  It would be expedient, very handy, so that we could avoid pain and suffering.  2)  It would become powerful evidence for evangelism, so that others would be forced to believe.  3) And, we said, the explanation for why we cannot perform these miracles today is because we are not as close to God as were the early believers, or we don’t have enough faith. 


And in answer to this, we said, that Peter explicitly denies that he did this miracle because he was so “close to God,” godly or pious:  ““Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk?”  We also said that the ability to perform miracles like this would not really help with evangelism, because many witnessed this miracle with their own eyes and yet did not believe (they were convinced but not converted).  And we also said that God often has a sanctifying purpose in our pain and suffering and usually chooses not to give us an easy, miraculous way out (Paul instructed Timothy to “drink a little wine for his stomach and his frequent ailments,” not to perform a miraculous self-cure).  
 
B.  In other words, it’s not about the miracle itself, but about the meaning of the miracle.  The miracle functions as a “sign.”  The Apostles understood the miracles of Jesus as such “signs,” they considered their miracles “signs,” and even the bystanders believed this miracle to be a “sign.” Acts 2:22  “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know….”  Acts 2:43:  “many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.”  Acts 4:16:  “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.” 

C.  These miracles were not simply “wonders” but “signs” which meant that they “signified,” they carried a message with them.  In the Bible, these signs are largely grouped and connected to two events:  the Exodus from Egypt in the Old Testament, and the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, the Son of God.  The purpose of these signs was, as we saw in Acts 2:22, to “attest,” to witness to the validity or reality of a claim.  In the Old Testament, the miracles of Moses attested to God’s great work in rescuing and forming the people of God in the nation of Israel.  It is this great work of God that was to be the basis of their faith.  Deuteronomy 6:20-24:  “20  “When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?’ 21  then you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22  And the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 23  And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers. 24  And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day.”

D.  The great sin of Israel was NOT that they failed to repeat these signs over and over again, but that they failed to remember and believe.  Psalm 78:10-12:  “10  They did not keep God’s covenant,  but refused to walk according to his law. 11  They forgot his works  and the wonders that he had shown them. 12  In the sight of their fathers he performed wonders  in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.”
Remembering the signs was to lead to faith and obedience.  And likewise with the signs performed by Jesus in the Gospels and his signs through his Apostles in Acts:  they were signs attesting to his great work.  And remembering the signs is to lead to faith and obedience.  In other words, these signs are all about Jesus:  they all point to Jesus and call for faith in Jesus.  And this is precisely what Peter declares.  
II. WHAT THIS TEXT DOES MEAN.  


These signs attest to Jesus.  It’s all about Jesus.  This sign in Acts 3 demonstrates his authority.  

A.  This authority is shown in his RESURRECTION.  


1.  God has glorified Jesus.  “13  The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, (notice the perfect continuity with the Old Testament) glorified his servant Jesus…”  It is God who attests to Jesus’ authority.  


2.  You wickedly killed him out of your ignorance and unbelief, Peter declares:  “whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. 14  But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you.”  Pilate was ready to release him, but you would not accept it.  And when you were given a choice, you chose a vile murderer over the Son of God.  


3.  Yet God did not agree with your verdict:  “15  and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses.”  


4.  Now how can the people know that this is all true? This is the meaning of the sign:  “16  And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.”  God vindicated Jesus by raising him from the dead, and now he is alive and has the authority to bring life and healing.  

B.  This authority is shown also in his SUFFERING according to the Scriptures.  “17  “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18  But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19  Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20  that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21  whom heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.”
This miraculous sign authenticates Jesus as the Suffering Servant foretold by the prophets.  It demonstrates his authority to grant true blessings:  1) the forgiveness or “blotting out” of sins; 2) the “times of refreshing” or joyful renewal, reconciliation to God and all the blessings of eternal and abundant life; and 3) the “restoring” of all things at the return of Christ.  This miracle, performed in the name or authority of the risen Lord Jesus, proves that he has the authority to grant all these blessings.

C.  Now this is why we should read the account of this miracle and be filled with wonder, overflowing with joyful anticipation.  It’s all true!  All your sins are blotted out through faith in Jesus Christ!  You are reconciled to God in him, vitally connected to the everlasting life of God!  Through faith in Christ, you will share in the restoration of all things in the age to come when Christ returns! How do you know? Because of the sign!  Christ is risen and is alive, as he is attested by this incredible, undeniable miracle.  


And you must believe it, lest you fall under the curse against those who will not believe.  Jesus is the true prophet whom Moses foretold was coming:  “22  Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23  And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24  And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days.”  The great Prophet has now come.  He, like Moses, was attested by his miraculous signs.  If you do not listen to him, if you do not repent of your sins and believe on him, you will “be destroyed from the people.”  That’s what this miracle means.  Do not look for another.  The true and final prophet has come, and you must listen to him, or you will be destroyed.  He has been attested by his signs.  


D.  We don’t need to guess what this is all about.  Peter plainly tells us.  This sign is not about creating spectacles for our amazement or entertainment.  It isn’t about our convenience or our creature comforts.  These are all “making mud pies” when we could be enjoying a “holiday at the sea.”  Peter tells us it’s about the forgiveness of sins and a clear conscience, about reconciliation with God and entering into his life.  It’s about fleeing the curse and destruction that will fall upon the unbelievers, and participating in the restoration in the age to come.  Peter tells us what it’s all about.  It’s all about Jesus. 

And Peter tells us what we must do about it.  
III. WHAT WE MUST DO ABOUT IT.


A.  We need to remember that at this particular time in the history of God’s people, Peter is addressing the Jews first.  The Gospel, according to Romans 1:16 is “to the Jew first, but also to the Gentile.”  “25  You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’  You can see that we Gentiles are already included here.  We are a part of “all the families of the earth” who will “be blessed” through the “offspring” of Abraham.  Of course, the ultimate “offspring” of Abraham is our Lord Jesus Christ.  

And so we must respond today.  “26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”
CONCLUSION


What is the purpose of this miraculous sign?  What is the purpose of all the miraculous signs recorded in God’s Word?  That we might be blessed by turning from our wickedness and being reconciled to God through the work of Jesus Christ in his suffering on the cross and his resurrection from the dead.  


Now I want you to see how some TV preachers have completely perverted the meaning of miracles and turned it upside down.  Peter says that these miracles attest to the One who has come to turn us from our wickedness.  The TV preachers say that miracles are given so that we might indulge our wickedness.  They promise material prosperity and physical freedom from sickness and suffering.  In other words, they say that miracles are given to satisfy our greed and our craving for an easy, self-indulgent life, that is, to indulge our wickedness.     


And Jesus came to rescue us from sin and slavery to self.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________


