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THE KING ON HIS THRONE
(Acts 1:1-11)

TEXT:  Acts 1:8-11
SUBJECT: The church.
F.C.F:  Where can we find a pattern for reforming the church?
PROPOSITION:  Since Jesus is building his church through 
his Word, we must follow the pattern in the Word.  
INTRODUCTION:

A.  The west has been the source of many American legends:  Jesse James, Wyatt Erp, Billy the Kid.  Add to that a more recent legend:  D.B. Cooper.  On November 24, 1971, a quiet, 40ish man, standing about 6 feet tall and weighing about 175 pounds, boarded Northwest Orient Airlines Flight 305 at Portland International Airport, bound for Seattle. He had given his name at the ticket counter as “Dan Cooper,” an alias that later was rendered in press accounts as “D.B. Cooper.” Whoever he was, he hijacked the plane and then vanished. Cooper’s unprecedented feat went on to inspire songs, movies, books, and legions of fans.

Cooper directed the crew to cruise at 10,000 feet, on a course for Reno, Nevada.  Somewhere over the Cascade Mountains, he bailed out with two parachutes and $200,000 in ransom money, vanishing completely.  No trace of Cooper was found, in fact, until nine years later, in 1980, when 8-year-old Brian Ingram happened upon $5,800 in moldy $20 bills along the Columbia River near Vancouver. The serial numbers matched some of the bills from the Cooper ransom.

B.  The book of Acts opens with another mysterious disappearance, only this time it was in the opposite direction.  The risen Lord Jesus Christ also vanished into the clouds, but he did so while ascending into heaven.  Many years ago a junior high school girl asked me at a youth group meeting after Easter, “So where is Jesus now?” That question should be of utmost concern for those who call themselves Christians.  Where is Jesus now? What’s he doing? What does that mean for us?


C.  Luke tells us that the subject of his first book, the Gospel of Luke, was “all that Jesus began to do and teach.”  If in his earthly ministry, he only BEGAN to do and teach, the implication is that he is now CONTINUING to do and teach.  And that’s what we must understand.  Though Jesus physically left the earth and ascended into heaven where he is seated at the right hand of God the Father, he is continuing to do and teach, through his church, his body, in the power of the Holy Spirit.  This great truth sets our course and gives us hope.  It explains what Jesus is doing and what we are to be doing in our generation, as he continues to do and teach through the church today.  


First, we find that 
I. JESUS EQUIPS THE CHURCH’S WITNESS.


A.  Jesus, the King on his throne, the Lord of the church, equips, prepares, outfits, readies his church.  In the past, he did so in the three years of his ministry when he preached to the crowds but even more, he poured himself into his Apostles.  And then after his resurrection and prior to his ascension, Jesus further equipped his Apostles for forty days, a length of time of great significance, recalling the forty years of preparation in the wilderness, preparing to enter and conquer the Promised Land.  That means that we should see the present ministry of the church as a re-conquering.  God is the great king.  

B.  How did he equip them? By teaching them about his central role in reestablishing kingdom of God.  “3  To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”  This equipping was absolutely necessary.  We must understand that these apostles were given a unique role in God’s plan.  They became his witnesses.  Luke tells us in verse 8:  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  What we must see is that this promise in verse 8 is primarily to the Apostles.  No one today can witness to Jesus as did the Apostles, obviously because no one today could serve as an eyewitness to his life, death, and resurrection.  


C.  Jesus equips or prepares us for witnessing through our diligent study of the Apostles’ witness as it is recorded in the New Testament.  What we have to witness to is what has been reported to us in the Bible.  In fact, we see this pattern already beginning in the New Testament age.  Paul writes to Timothy, a second-generation believer.  Timothy never saw the Lord Jesus and was not an eyewitness of any of the gospel events.  So how could Pastor Timothy become equipped for service? Pastor Timothy (and all believers after him) could only become equipped for serving through the diligent study of the inspired eyewitness accounts from the Old Testament prophets and the New Testament apostles:   Paul writes in 2 Timothy 3:  “14  But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15  and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17  that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.” 


Do you want to be equipped for serving Christ? You cannot become an eyewitness.  You were born about 2000 years too late.  But you can become fully “equipped for every good work” through studying the Scriptures.  Jesus equipped the apostles, and he is still equipping those who read and study their witness.  

Secondly, we see that:  
II. JESUS EMPOWERS THE CHURCH’S WEAKNESS.


A.  Jesus promised the baptism or pouring out of the Holy Spirit.  “4  And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me;  5  for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  As we saw last time, the apostles still don’t get it and ask about the restoration of the earthly kingdom to Israel.  Jesus directs their focus back to his empowering through the Holy Spirit.  “8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  So they are the primary witnesses.  And believers in every age likewise witness to Christ by proclaiming and declaring their witness from the Scriptures.  

B.  But Jesus says that they (and we) need power to witness effectively.  In fact, they were not supposed to begin their witness until they were empowered on high.  He said they were “not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father.”   Why did they need, and why do we need, the Holy Spirit to empower our witness?  For two reasons, and both are necessary.  


1.  On the one hand, we need the power of the Holy Spirit because we are week and ineffective in our own strength.  The perfect example of this is the Apostle Peter.  As you read about Peter in Luke’s Gospel, before he received the baptism or outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he is full of himself.  He is brash, confused, and ultimately cowardly.  After he receives the gift of the Holy Spirit we find a different man in Acts, self-controlled, wise, and courageous.  You almost wouldn’t recognize him.  

2.  But the second reason is because the Holy Spirit does the inward work of converting the sinner.  As we read through the Gospels, we find a flurry of interest in Jesus’ ministry as thousands follow him for a while.  But at the time of his betrayal and death, the vast majority of these “followers” are revealed as phonies, and they fall away from him.  There are only a few who remain.  And yet in Acts 2, on the day of Pentecost, Peter preaches to the crowd, and 3,000 are soundly converted to Christ.  What made the difference? Christ gave his Holy Spirit.    

         C. It’s easy to get a crowd together.  People will come to see a show.  They can even be outwardly convinced for a time.  But without the secret working of the Holy Spirit, it will only be “for a time.”  The church obeys Christ and witnesses to him as the great King, come to reestablish his kingdom and call rebellious sinners to throw down their weapons and return to him for pardon and reconciliation with God.  And as we do we freely confess that we expect to make no impact whatsoever apart from the secret working of the Holy Spirit of God, converting the sinner from the inside, giving him or her a new heart and mind.  But we also serve Christ in great hope knowing that he HAS poured out his Spirit and IS empowering us in our weakness and inability.  We glory and hope in the secret working of Holy Spirit. 

Tonight as we continue our study of the Christian cults, we will see that all kinds of strange groups and cults arose because the church lost confidence in the secret working of the Holy Spirit.  


I wouldn’t expect anyone to believe the Gospel apart from the sovereign, almighty, secret working of the Holy Spirit.  But because we are assured of the power of the Holy Spirit to convert sinners, we can be confident.  God will reach his elect.  Not one of the true sheep will fail to hear the Good Shepherd’s voice and be saved.  


Jesus equips the church’s witness, he empowers the church’s weakness, and 

III. JESUS ENGAGES THE CHURCH’S WORK.  


Like D.B. Cooper, our Lord Jesus Christ seemingly disappeared that day, ascending into heaven.  But we must see that he is still engaging our work.  In the Gospels he “began to do and to teach.”  Today, through the church, he continues to “do and to teach.”  


A.  Though he does not repeat it here, Luke records the response of the Apostles to Jesus’ ascension in his Gospel, Luke 24:50-53:  “Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53  and were continually in the temple blessing God.”

Now this would seem to be a curious response on the part of the Apostles.  Why did they experience “great joy” when Jesus left them and ascended into heaven? We should remember what John recorded in his Gospel.  Prior to his resurrection when Jesus told his disciples in the upper room that he was going away, they were filled with grief.  Why did they now rejoice when he finally left them at his ascension?  
B.  What explains it is that they now realized where he was going.  Jesus had been teaching them for 40 days.  Undoubtedly he had explained to them that this was a fulfillment of Daniel’s vision in Daniel 7:13-14:  “I saw in the night visions,  and behold, with the clouds of heaven  there came one like a son of man,  and he came to the Ancient of Days  and was presented before him. 14  And to him was given dominion  and glory and a kingdom,  that all peoples, nations, and languages  should serve him;  his dominion is an everlasting dominion,  which shall not pass away,  and his kingdom one  that shall not be destroyed.”  Their Lord was ascending into heaven.  He was approaching the throne of the Ancient of Days.  There he would be given “dominion and glory and a kingdom…which shall not pass away…(and) shall not be destroyed.”

Our Lord Jesus Christ is now engaging the church’s work.  His kingdom cannot fail.  He will build his church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  He is with the church always, even to the close of the age.

CONCLUSION


Where is Jesus? What is he doing? He is directing the church’s witness to him, empowering it through the secret operation of his Holy Spirit, extending his everlasting dominion so “that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him.” 
I can’t think of anything more exciting or joyful than that!  

When I was a kid we would play church.  It was usually on Sunday afternoon, when things were fresh in our minds.  We would gather for the service and pretend we were worshipping God.  As I recall, since I was one of the younger ones, they never let me be the preacher.  Maybe they just couldn’t see that every happening.

I want you to be very clear about one thing.  We are not playing church here.  We’re not pretending to be back in the days of the Apostles, going through the motions, imagining that we doing the Lord’s work.  The Lord Jesus today equips the church, giving us the only message of reconciliation and peace with God.  Today he empowers the church, pouring out his Holy Spirit.  And today, the Lord Jesus Christ engages our work, directing us from his throne at the right hand of God, establishing his kingdom and dominion, which shall have no end.
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